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Abstract

The article presents some theoretical justifications and some features of the origin of
the comparison mechanism.

Some areas of the practical application of the comparison mechanism were also
presented, and the main manipulative intentions were analyzed. The theoretical part
considers and analyzes the problems and features of the development of a comparison
mechanism. In particular, the Adler theory is analyzed. The author substantiates the fact
that the basis of the comparison mechanism originates in early childhood. In this process, a
particular role and significance is the fact of comparison with siblings. The theory of object
relations is also considered a theoretical basis, especially regarding the psychological
structure of the narcissistic personality. In this context, the psychoanalytic approach is
regarded as a profound basis for forming a psychological comparison mechanism and later
becomes a stable behavioural pattern. The correlation between the emergence of the
psychological comparison mechanism and the influence of the individual's environment is
also theoretically justified. The formed behavioural pattern becomes the basis for
subsequent manipulations in the field of social psychology. In particular, the concept of a
reference group is when an individual compares himself with members of his group and
groups of opponents. In this case, using this mechanism, you can build the foundations of
national identity and, as an additional tactic using the mechanism of depreciation. In
marketing, a manipulative comparison mechanism is used to influence the self-image. In
this case, a particular consumer is identified with this image by comparing himself to the
advertising image. In the political and marketing spheres, manipulative use of the
comparison mechanism can be found very often. The phenomenon of manipulation in this
context concerns the concept of intention. The main manipulative intention is the desire to
devalue. In politics, devaluation is often used, and in marketing, dominance is used. In the
context of the latter, appropriate language is used.

The manipulative use of the comparison mechanism is considered in the example of
the discursive practices of representatives of individual political elites. In the political
sphere, in using the comparison mechanism, the intention of devaluation, narcissistic
comparison is mainly used. This process can particularly be seen when comparing the
speech of the President of Georgia with the statement of the President of Ukraine. Using the
example of President Zelensky's statement, one can see the use of a symbolic image, which
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provides even greater power of manipulative influence on one's audience. In marketing and
advertising, the comparison mechanism is combined with the demonstration of the
advantages of your own product compared to others.

Keywords and phrases: comparison mechanism, manipulative intentions,
discursive markers, impact.
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AHHOTALIAA

B craTtbe paccmaTpuBaroTCs HEKOTOPBIE OCOOCHHOCTH HCIIOIB30BaHMS MEXaHH3Ma
CPaBHEHUs, IPUBOIITCA  TEOPETHYECKHE  OOOCHOBAaHMS  €ro  BO3HUKHOBCHHS.
PaccmaTpuBaloTcs Takke IpHKIAaJHbIE 00JacTH INPUMEHEHHs MeXaHH3Ma CpaBHEHUS,
AQHAJIM3UPYIOTCSI OCHOBHBIE MAaHMUITYJISTHBHbIE MHTEHIMU. B Teopernueckoil wactu
paccMaTpHBalOTCsl BOIPOCHI BO3HUKHOBEHHS! M OCOOEHHOCTH MEXaHH3Ma CpaBHEHHs. B
YaCTHOCTH, aHAIN3UPYETCs aJulepoBckasi Teopusi. OOOCHOBEIBAaETCS TOT (PAKT, YTO OCHOBBI
MeXaHHM3Ma CpaBHEHHMs OepyT CBOE Hayallo B paHHEM JeTcTBe. B maHHOM mporecce ocoOyro
pOJIb ¥ 3HaYEeHHE UMeeT (PaKT CpaBHEHMS C CHOJIMHIaMH. B KauecTBe TEOPETUUECKUX OCHOB
paccMaTpuBacTCsl TaKkXKe TEOpUsl OOBEKTHBIX OTHOIICHHWH, B YaCTHOCTH, B KOHTEKCTE
U3y4YEeHHS IICUXOIOTHYECKON CTPYKTYpPhl HAPLUCCUYECKON JIMYHOCTH. B TaHHOM KOHTEKCTe
NICUXOAHAINTUYECKAH TIOAXOJl paccMaTpPHBAETCS B KadyeCTBE TIyOMHHOW OCHOBBHI
(OpMHUPOBAHNS TICHXOJOTMYECKOTO MEXaHW3Ma CpPaBHEHUs, KOTOPHI B JalbHeHIem
CTAaHOBUTCA HEKHUM YCTOMYUBBIM IIOBEIEHYECKUM MATTEPHOM. Takke TEeOpeTUUECKU
00oCHOBBIBaeTCS (pakT KOppeNmsiuMH MEXAY BO3HHUKHOBEHHEM IICHXOJIOIMYECKOTO
ME€XaHU3Ma CpPaBHEHMS W BIMSHHUEM OKpPYXKEHHA WHAMBHIA. [laHHBIM MOBEIEHUECKUI
IaTTepH CTAHOBUTCS OCHOBOW JUIs TOCIEAYIOIIMX MaHUITYJSIIUHA B cdepe COIHaIbHOU
ncuxosoruy. PaccmarpuBaeTcsi, B 9aCcTHOCTH, MOHATHE peepeHTHOH TIpyIbI, KoTaa
WHIMBHJ CPaBHUBAET ceOs Kak C wWieHaMH COOCTBEHHOH TPYINbBI, TaK M C TPyNIamu
ONIIOHEHTOB. B 1aHHOM cilydae, UCNIONb3Ysl 3TOT MEXAHU3M, MOKHO BBICTPAUBATh OCHOBBI
HAallMOHAJILHOM MJECHTUYHOCTH, & B KadyeCTBE JAOINOJHUTEIBHON TaKTUKM HCIOJb30BaTh
TaKke MexaHu3M oOecueHHBaHUMs. B cdepe MapkeTHHra MaHMITYJISTUBHBIA MEXaHU3M
CpaBHEHUS HUCTIOJIB3YeTCA C Lebl0 BIMAHUSA Ha S-00pa3. B maHHOM ciiydae KOHKpETHBIH
MOTpeOUTENb, CPaBHUBAs Ce0sl C PEKIIAMHBIM 00pa3oM, UICHTU(PHULIUPYETCS C MOCIEIHNM.
B mnonuTtHueckoil cdepe Takke HacTo BCTpEYACTCS MAaHUIYJIATHBHOE HCIIOJIL30BAHHE
ME€XaHu3Ma CpaBHEHHA. MaHMIYJIATHBHOCTh B JaHHOM KOHTEKCTE KacaeTcs IMOHATUS
HHTEHIUHU. B KadecTBe OCHOBHON MaHUITYJIATUBHON MHTEHIUHU BBICTYNAET CTPEMIICHHE K
obOecneHnBaHMoo. B mommTtHdeckod cdepe aHHBIM IMpoIecc KacaeTcsl HHTCHINH
oOeclieHNBaHMSA  IOJWTHYECKOTO OMNMNOHEHTa. B cdepe MapkeTHHra OCHOBHOM
MaHUITYJIITUBHOM MHTEHLMEH SIBISETCS UHTCHLMSA JOMHHMPOBAHHUS U IPEBOCXOACTBA. B
JaHHOM IIpoliecce 0co0oe 3HaueHue IPHOOPETaeT TaKKe HCIOIb30BAHUE ONPEIEICHHBIX
CJIOBECHBIX MapKepoB 1 (hOPMYIUPOBOK.
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MaHuyISTUBHOE HCIONB30BaHUE MEXaHHM3Ma CpPaBHEHMS pPaccMaTpUBaeTCs Ha
IpUMepe ANCKYPCHUBHBIX IPAKTHK MNPEACTABUTEICH OTAECNBHBIX IOJUTHYECKUX 3IHUT. B
MOJUTHYECKO cdepe B Mpolecce HCIONb30BAHUS MEXaHW3Ma CPABHCHHS B OCHOBHOM
UCTIONB3YeTCS WHTEHIMS OOCCIEHWBAaHMSA, HApIMCCHYECKOTO CpaBHEHMs. B wacTHOCTH,
JTAHHBIN TIPOIIECC MOXKHO YCMOTPETh Ha HMPUMEPE CPAaBHEHUS BBICTYIJICHUS IPE3HUICHTA
I'py3sum ¢ BBICKa3BIBaHUSIMH TIpe3WAEHTa YKpawHbl. Ha mpumepe BBICKa3BIBaHUS
npe3usieHTa 3eJIeHCKOr0 MOXKHO YBHUJETH HCIOJIb30BaHHE CHMBOJIMYECKOro obOpasa, uTo
obecrieunBaer emie OOJBLIYIO CHIIy MAaHHITYJISTHBHOTO BO3/EHCTBUS Ha COOCTBEHHYIO
aynuropuio. B cdepe MapkeTHMHra M IOCTPOCHHSI pPEKIaMbl MEXaHM3M CpaBHEHHMS
COBMEIIAETCS ¢ JIEMOHCTpaleld MPEerMYIIECTB COOCTBEHHOTO MPOAYKTa MO CPAaBHEHHIO C
JPYTUMH aHAJIOTHYHBIMA MPOAYKTaMH.

KiroueBble C¢JI0Ba M CJI0BOCOYETAHUS. MEXaHU3M CpaBHCHHA, MAHUITYJIATUBHBIC
HWHTCHUONHU, JUCKYPCHUBHBIC MapKEPhI, B03I[eI‘/’ICTBI/Ie.

Introduction

The modern world is in a state of global social changes. These changes concern
both the geopolitical situation in the world, and the psychology of the individual, the
mentality of the nation. All this also requires the development of certain adaptive
mechanisms to the changing environment.

In this regard, we can see different rates, paces and features of these adaptive
processes. In some societies, the fact and inevitability of change cause uncertainty and
anxiety; there are no special difficulties in this matter in other societies. This
psychological stability can be associated with the economic or military development of
a given state and society.

Political and economic stability and resilience can avoid severe societal shocks
that could arise in changing world order. And after any such shocks, society must adapt
at the level of its attitudes and mentality.

Information also plays a special role in this process. With its help, data is often
exchanged. As a result, individuals and societies get acquainted with the ongoing
changes in the world and new trends that are becoming relevant at a given time.

However, very often, the information is used for entirely different purposes. It
becomes a tool for influencing, manipulating, and changing the attitudes and moods of
the audience. In this regard, we can no longer talk about the transfer of the information
but about its modification, interpretation and fraudulent use.

Nevertheless, the strong influence and role of manipulative information
processes in the modern world remain indisputable.

In addition, in the modern world, you can also see some struggle for superiority.
This desire for excellence can be seen both in the economic, military, and the field of
mentality, development, and historical origin of a particular nation.
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To achieve this superiority, very often, information and facts can be changed, or
certain manipulative techniques and strategies can be used in them. However, it all
depends on the specific goal set.

In this regard, the narcissistic fixation of the modern world order is an
indisputable fact for us. In this regard, the comparison process becomes significant.
Comparing your own and other people's society, nation, history, and development with
your opponents, an attempt is made to establish and strengthen your own national
identity. Thus, the comparison process is the primary manipulative strategy here.

The article examines the features of the manipulative use of the comparison
process as a tool for devaluing the opponent and strengthening one's own national
identity and consolidation.

The object of the study is the manipulative use of the comparison process.

The subject of the study is the identification of discursive markers of the use of
the comparison process.

The method used is the method of discursive analysis, in particular, the
discourse analysis of media texts.

Theoretical aspects of the origin of the comparison mechanism

In contrast to Freud's theory, A. Adler based his theory on the concept of innate,
basic inferiority. In this regard, he singled out the concepts of inferiority and the desire
and quest for superiority as a compensatory mechanism for overcoming this inferiority.
Feelings of inferiority can persist into adulthood. In this regard, Adler saw the primary
goal of human activity as the pursuit of excellence. One of the essential motivators of
human development A. Adler considered the purpose of a goal [2].

As for the question of comparison, it is necessary to mention some aspects of
individual psychology regarding the order of birth and the child's relationship with
siblings.

In particular, the eldest child is seen as the leader, and the second child tends to
overtake the leader. The older child is often afraid and avoids competition, unlike the
second sibling [2].

As a basic effect in sibling relationships, jealousy is considered. In this regard, it
is mentioned that the nature of jealousy intensity also depends on the characteristics
and style of parental education [11].

It can be concluded that the comparison mechanism is considered one of the
primary mechanisms for regulating human behaviour. Moreover, based on early
childhood impressions, the comparison mechanism does not lose its relevance in the
adult life of the human.
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In the psychoanalytic literature, the comparison process can be seen in particular
in the dynamics of narcissistic personality disorder, where one of the main protective
mechanisms is the devaluation of the opponent's image [5], [6].

In social psychology, the topic of social comparison has different
manifestations. We can give an example of the theory of conformity when a person
compares and coordinates his attitudes with the attitudes and views of the majority [4].

The principle of social proof can also serve as an example of social comparison
when an individual is guided by the opinions of a particular group of people in matters
of his own choice [9].

Crowd psychology is also an example of social proof when an individual looks
at the impunity of other crowd members and adopts this experience [7], [8].

We can also give an example of the concept of a reference group, which
coordinates and controls the behaviour of a person belonging to this group. The
reference group also evaluates the behaviour and actions of the individual. In the end, it
becomes some basis of inner self-awareness and part of the self-concept. In the future,
the person begins to navigate and compare himself with his behaviour [11].

The manipulative use of comparison can also be seen in the construction of
national identity when the opponent's example constructs its national image. Very
often, psychological depreciation is also used in this process [1].

Comparison as a manipulative strategy is often used in the construction of
advertising and the marketing business. In this case, we can also talk about some
adjustments to the audience's values; for instance, family relations, the image of a
successful woman or man, a successful businessman. All this encourages the audience
to compare their self-concept with the images in advertising [3].

Thus, we can see a lot of areas of human and social activity where the
comparison mechanism acts as a means of manipulative influence. We also showed
that the comparison process is essential and starts from early childhood. This fact
seems important to us since it is the core around which we can observe the
manipulative action of the comparison mechanism in the future.

We can also add that the manipulative basis of the comparison mechanism is
laid by parental upbringing and parental attitudes when a particular child is compared
with other children.

In the next section of this article, we will try to consider some areas of
application of the comparison mechanism, analyze the manipulative intentions and
tactics of the comparison mechanism in advertising, the political sphere, and the
process of building national identity.
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Research of some manipulative intentions of the comparison mechanism

Significantly often, the manipulative mechanism of comparison can be seen in
the sphere of politics and political struggle. The comparison here is mainly used with
specific intentions. It is the intention of depreciation. However, in some cases, we can
see the purpose of idealization.

An example of the devaluing intention of comparison is the statement of the
Turkish president to the German and Dutch authorities, where the Nazis compare them.
It is also demonstrated that this tactic was also used by British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson before Brexit when he compared the European Union to the Nazis [13].

In both cases, we can talk about using the comparison mechanism with the
manipulative intention of devaluation. Such processes take place mainly in the context
of discursive struggle. They are primarily aimed at changing the views and attitudes of
the audience of their own country and justifying the correctness of their policies.

The comparison process can also be seen in the political discussions of the
Georgian political elite when President Salome Zurabishvili's speech was compared to
the speech of President of Ukraine Vladimir Zelensky. The main accusation concerned
vague and abstract statements of the President of Georgia, in contrast to the harsh and
concrete address of the President of Ukraine [14].

In this example, the comparison mechanism is not used for depreciation. Instead,
the main intention here is to set an example of the speech of another speaker and also
to direct and change the primary vector of the speech direction.

We can give another example of manipulative comparison, where the main
intention is to devalue the opponent. President of Ukraine V. Zelensky refused to
purchase a Russian coronavirus vaccine. The low effectiveness of the drug explained
the reason for the refusal. At the same time, he expressed the following idea:

"l believe that the citizens of Ukraine are people and, sorry for such a
comparison, they are not rabbits, we have no right to experiment on them”” [18].

This statement is an example of the intention of devaluing the opponent and is
quite challenging. We can also distinguish a metaphorical comparison of people with
animals (rabbits). The purpose of this statement aims to construct a certain attitude
among the citizens of their country concerning Russian products.

Marketing activities and, in particular, the mechanisms for constructing
advertising text are vivid examples of the use of the comparison mechanism for
manipulative purposes. The comparison mechanism, in this case, has several features,
among which are the emphasis on the quantitative component in comparison with other
competitors (for example, the price difference), the use of such categories as “first”,
“the best”, interrogative wording of the text (for example, “what can be better
than...”) and other features of the advertising text [17].
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For instance, in the advertising text of the “GEL Optima” brand, you can see the
use of such verbal characteristics like "as one of the best means”, as well as "...it has
one significant advantage and difference- its price,” comparing it with the “Fairy”
detergent [15].

This example illustrates the application of the comparison mechanism, where we
can talk about the use of manipulative verbal formulations such as "the best" and
"significant advantage". However, in this case, we can not speak about the
manipulative depreciation of the competitive brand. Here we are talking mainly about
healthy competition.

The comparison mechanism is also used to build national identity. In some
cases, the leaders of different countries compare their nations with their opponents.
There are also cases when the image of another country is used to rally and attract the
electorate. As an example, we can cite the statement of the former US President D.
Trump, where he compares his policy towards Russia with the policies of former US
presidents:

"l was much stricter on Russia than Obama, Bush or Clinton. Perhaps tougher
than any president. At the same time, | constantly say that establishing relations with
Russia is a good thing. | expect that one day we will have a good relationship again™
[16].

In this case, we can talk about a comparison with both the opposing country and
the current leaders.

Conclusion

In this article, the comparison mechanism was considered from the point of view
of manipulative influence. In the theoretical part, some theoretical directions are also
explored, which aim to clarify and analyse the basics and basic mechanisms of the
comparison process.

Starting with psychoanalytic theories, we continued to consider the operation of
the comparison mechanism in the context of social psychology. Finally, we have
presented some socio-psychological phenomena where we can see the manipulative
potential of the comparison mechanism.

In the practical part, we looked at some of the application areas of the
comparison mechanism in a manipulative way. In particular, in the political sphere, we
examined the process of comparison with several manipulative intentions. For
example, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson uses the mechanism of comparison
with devaluing as well as with clearly aggressive intent to justify his political
decisions.

We also saw that the comparison mechanism is also used in the context of
domestic policy. In particular, we considered the use of two manipulative intentions,
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where in one case, the comparison was used to maintain its agenda (the example of the
President of Georgia). In another case, the manipulative intention of using the
comparison mechanism was to justify the correctness of one's political vector and rally
one's internal audience (the example of former US President D.Trump).

In the marketing field, we could consider examples of the classical comparison
mechanism where expressions such as “the best”, “first”, “better than...”” are used as
verbal markers. In this case, we can talk about healthy economic competition and the
desire for the superiority of their product.
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