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MARIANNA ABRAHAMYAN
(YSU)
THE INTERESTS OF THE USA AND RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN THE
CONTEXT OF CASPIAN REGION'S SECURITY

US and Russia are the key actors in the Caspian region’s geopolitical arena. The
interaction between US and Russia still constitutes a main international relations issue
as the two countries wish to control Eurasia’s main strategic region. A number of
political and geopolitical factors have caused the United States to consider Russia as a
main security concern. The USA is ready to spend not less than $ 100 million during
the coming ten years for the development of the so-called Caspian Guard.
Guaranteeing security to the pipeline will be the prime goal of the Caspian Guard. The
Caspian Guard will represent a network of special military units in the Caspian
region. These troops will be capable of showing efficient reaction to states of
emergency, including attacks against oil objects. The pipeline system will enable the
transportation of oil from the Caspian Sea via the Caucasus to the Turkish port of
Ceyhan and provide energetic security of the West.

All events, which happen in the Caspian region, touch upon Russia's interests
directly. So. Moscow proposes to set up a regional security force “Casfor” for the
Caspian Sea countries that would be far more ambitious than America’s _
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comparatively modest “Caspian Guard™ program. Russia's CasFor proposal is mea:'n
in part to thwart Caspian Guard. However, it would be erroneous to reg_ard Moscow's
proposal as a reactive move. It is a familiar "zqne 'of peace and s_ecurlty"'proposal.
designed to create a sub-regional security organization under Russian dominance by

excluding the main Western actors.
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