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THE FIRST PERFORMANCE OF A SHAKESPEARE PLAY
IN THE ARMENIAN THEATRE

(Summary)
BAKHTIAR HOVAKIMIAN

The author argues that Gevorg Chemeshkian (1837-1915) was the pioneer who
introduced the works of William Shakespeare to the repertoire of the Armenian
theatre in the 19th century. In 1863 Chemeshkian translated 7imon of Athens to
Armenian from French. This was followed by his translation of 7The Merchant of
Venice the following year. Finally, on 7 May 1865, he directed and participated
in the fourth act of The Merchant of Venice performed in the City (Tamamshian)

Theatre in Tiflis, the first ever public performance of a Shakespeare play in the
Armenian language.

The author raises serious objections against differing conclusions reached

previously by other scholars dealing with this specific subject and tries to refute
their findings.

198



