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EDITORIAL

WE BELIEVE THAT...

The twenty-first volume of the Haigazian Armenological Re-
view, which is published by the Department of Armenian Studies at
Haigazian University, continues its endeavours to contribute to the
thorough study of the history and culture of the Armenian people,
as well as to the scholarly analysis of various issues of contempo-
rary resonance pertaining to the Armenians.

It has been the aim of this Review from its inauguration in 1970
to assist in the development of Armenian Studies and in the streng-
thening of existing ties among all Armenian Studies scholars and
research centres worldwide. This fundamental starting point has
allowed the Review to provide a podium to Armenian Studies ex-
perts living both in Armenia and outside.

We believe that all scholars involved in Armenian Studies are
free-thinking people in the service of the same domain of scholarly
pursuit. We consider, therefore, that differing viewpoints expressed
in the various sub-disciplines of Armenian Studies ultimately serve
the process of the crystallization of scholarly truth. Attaining truths
based on solid scholarly criteria in the domain of Armenian Studies
is above individual and national considerations. For us, the scholar-
ly weight of any study is not conditioned by the nationality of the
author of his/her place of residence. We evaluate the scholarly
authenticity of any viewpoint solely on the reliability of the pni-
mary sources used and other methodological criteria.

In the field of social sciences pertaining directly to the Armen-
ians, the continuous endeavours of successive generations of scho-
lars have resulted in many conclusions being accepted today as un-
contested truths. One such truth in modern Armenian history is the
Armenian genocide in 1915. We believe, however, that Armenian
Studies must revisit these uncontested truths again and again in or-
der to shed further light on their details.

We believe that having a deep knowledge of Armenian history,
culture, the Armenian language, and, if need be, grabar (Classical
Armenian), is a must to become a good Armenian Studies expert.



At the same time, the development of Armepian Studie.s should not
be distanced from scholarly quests and achievements in the world
at large.

Armenian history and culture are but one component ot_‘ world
history and culture. Hence, Armenian Studies experts gpecna.dnzmg
in the various sub-disciplines of the humanities and social sciences
must follow closely the latest innovative approaches, trends and in-
quiries in their respective domains internationally and then try and
use the best among these developments in their ongoing mission to
deepen understanding of the history and culture of the Armenian
people.

We have tried to maintain these principles, which we have fol-
lowed for over thirty years, during the process of editing this parti-
cular volume of the Haigazian Armenological Review, and we also
intend to abide by them in the future.
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