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TiC USOLR SCCXETARY OF StATE,
Homz Orrice,
Loxooy. Sav.L,

e the [oloielng tantber qroted im

805469,

23rd December, 1937,

: neEp ped
Sir, K2_8 Wiy 1937 ]
¥ith reference to your letter of the 12th Novexber

5.6451/466/44) Teguesting information on behalf of the

Turkish Governrment in regard to an international Armenian

Secret society known as the “"Dashnak! » I am directed by

Secretary Sir Sanuel Hoars to send you, for the

inforzation of Mr. Secretary Eden, the enclosed copy ¢f

& report which has been furished by the Comnissioner of

Police of the Metropolis, together with the book and
Phologranhs referred Y0 therein.

I en,
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Any communication on the
subject of this letter should be

addressed to:-
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, HOMVEH??EﬁZLL
HOME OFFICE,
LONDON, S.W.1.
and the following number quoted:-
805469. 23rd December, 1937.
E-7557
Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 12th November (E.6451/466/44) requesting
information on behalf of the Turkish Government in regard to an international Armenian
secret society known as the "Dashnak”, I am directed by Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare to
send you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Eden, the enclosed copy of a report which
has been furnished by the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis, together with the
book and photographs referred to therein.

Iam,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
/signature/

The Under Secretary of State,

FOREIGN OFFICE.
Uy vead wily e ufor (B frls fbpupbpbuy SNT 0dhU
kil Swnpmpruligoe ey wbop & Swagbugpn NhUBR2NL

NESUSUT ELRURULSNRLULPL

20U 0dPU
LALSAL, SW. 1

be Cbznbl.lnul F[ILE lf{'f[xb[rru_[:
8065469 23 Dbl bd plyp, 1937
Shwp,

Ulpwplbynd &bp 12 Gnpbdpbp Sundulpt (. 6451/466/44), mp pogfpilwy
Pppwlwl lluln.uu[ul[lnl.pbwfl mbrlbl[nx.ﬂ[u_flflblr by [inpkp J[rgwityul[ﬁl Sury-
fuiljusls frppe «')-Lulfuull» Swiliofd sy el fr Efllib[nu_ﬂbwf: dp I{b[uu[:zb[rbwl, [ush
Spwlwhgniwd & pupinigup Upp Vwidniky Lnpp Lrnqdk, dbgh gplk Nph-
eupinnequp Puptf bkl [Fbwt Surdurpr, Thpifroaly opfiulyp whnblppugpp dp
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bu bif,
Shup,
.917[1 uuf"iuu‘ﬂuuqu.ﬁul. O wrwl
(umn[ruul.[nup[ujl)
Wbmu/[{wir bbpwew[unnulw[v
SNIEBL 0BPU
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Copy
[METROPOLITAN POLICE. 138

Special Report SPIECIAL BRANCH,
Metropolitan
SUBJECT Police,

i DAEHPNAK Scotland
ennian House,
x4 ?grclety— 9" day of DECEMBER, 1937.

Enquiry f
The Turkish With reference to the request by Mr. Hikmet ANLI, First
G°Vemme’t‘t‘ Minister of the Turkish Embassy, London, for information
g:;::sznce 9 regarding:-

: (@) A proposed meeting in London of the Armenian Society
320/7721204 known as ‘Dashnak’,

(b) An Armenian bishop in Roumania named Husik ZUPRAPYAN, said to be
coming to England to take a leading part in this meeting with money collected
for ‘Dashnak’ in Roumania,

(¢) Mr. GAMBERRYAN, said to be in close touch with ‘Dashnak’, and

(d) The Anglo-Armenian Friendship Society:-]

[Enquiries by the Turkish Embassy regarding Armenian activities]

(a) “DASHNAGTZOUTUNE”, is the Armenian equivalent for the word ‘Federation’
and this Society is generally known as The Armenian Revolutionary Federation,
DASHNAK or DASHNAG. It was founded in 1890 by Armenian intellectuals with
leanings toward Russian nihilism, and at a convention of the Federation held in 1892 in
Cairo, the programme was based on the general principle that “The purpose of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation is to achieve political and economic freedom in
Turkish Armenia by means of revolution”. The last DASHNAG convention was held in
Paris in 1933, when it was decided to create a Secret Supreme Council with headquarters
known only to the members of the Council, (this secret headquarters is believed to be in
Geneva, Switzerland), and a Central Bureau for open propaganda, which is now generally
said to be established in Cairo.

Mikael VARANDIAN, (Member of the Inner Council of Dashnag), wrote ‘A History
of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation’, which was published in Paris in 1932. It is in
Armenian and copy is submitted with this report as it may be of interest to the Turkish
Government. [The book has been obtained through a delicate contact in Paris and]
there is no record of a translation in French or English.

The official Dashnag newspaper is “HOUSAPER,” published in Cairo, but there are
also various Armenian newspapers published throughout the world, some in Armenian
and others in English, which reflect the opinions of, and are ‘greatly influenced by,
DASHNAG.

General James G. HARBORD, American Comissioner, reporting on the Caucasus for
the Peace Conference in 1919, gave considerable study to DASHNAG and wrote that it
was 'highly organised with agents everywhere who play a dominant part in Armenian
national life’; and in fact at the present time, DASHNAG is well organised in America,
Egypt and Syria, and particularly so in France in Paris, Lyons and Marseilles. But there is
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little organisation in England, chiefly because the Arm
small, being concentrated in London and Manchester.

[In London, and probably in England, the chief Dashnag a i i
be Jirain [sic] MISSAKIAN, born 28th April, 1899, Constagtingi?é,‘Sor?gil:wea‘?gdatg
Armenian, now a naturalised British subject, (Vide Home Office 598552) holding
British passort No. 151510, issued 14th August, 1938; engaged as an égent for
Eastern Trades Limited, 15, New Street. Bishopsgate, E.C., certificate No
286914, issued 11th April, 1934, merchants, dealing chiefly in carpets.] .

[MISSAKIAN resides at Flat No. 2, Bedford House, 393, Clapham Road
London, SW. 9., regularly visits Paris on behalf of his firm, and also has a brother
living there who edits and publishes “HARATCH", an Armenian daily newspaper
which is dominated by Dashnag opinion, and to which MISSAKIAN is a regula}
contributor.]

[Nevertheless,] The most careful enquiries have failed to show that [MISSAKIAN
[name replaced with: the Dashnag organisation] is preparing for a big meeting in
London, [although it has been established that he has only just returned from
Paris and regularly receives correspondence from abroad directing him to
maintain contacts with Armenians in England and outlining the principles of
Armenian propaganda which he is directed to in carry-on in this country.]

[Briefly, the DASHNAGS are terrorists opposed to Soviet rule and Turkish
influence over Armenians. They seek to establish a republic of Armenia of either
these great powers. But because the Armenian republic is now part of the Soviet
Union, and Turkey is friendly with the Soviet in foreign affairs, the Armenians
outside these two countries are in something of a cleft-stick; and in order to avoid
any stigma being attached to the Armenians living in the Soviet Union or Turkish
territory there is little attempt to criticise either of these two countries by [non-
Dashnak] Armenians living in other parts of the world, but the DASHNAGS are
persistent in their criticism — which is generally most bitter of both the Soviet
Union and Turkey.]

[This background illustrates the position of the Armenian Church in regard to
the Armenian community in the Soviet Union and Armenian communities in other
parts of the world; for the Armenian Church does not engage in any criticism of
the Soviet Union as it is considered that do so would immediately lead to grave
charges against the Armenians living under Soviet rule. (Many Armenians have
been involved in the ‘purges’ that have taken place recently in the Soviet Union).]

[For this reason,] The DASHNAGS are generally bitter enemies of the leading
figures of the Armenian Church, and the attitude and methods adopted by DASHNAG
toward the Armenian Church are most clearly illustrated in the circumstances that led to
the death of Archbishop Leon TOURIAN in New York.

Archbishop TOURIAN, a naturalized British subject at the time of his death, was
Armenian bishop in Manchester for eight years and subsequently became Armenian
Archbishop in New York. He was the subject of a bitter Dashnag controversy during
1933, and HAIRENIK, a leading Dashnag newspaper published in Boston, America,
called on ‘loyal Armenians’ to ‘punish’ the Archbishop. On 3rd August, 1933, at
Westboro, Massachusettes, he was assaulted by several young DASHNAGS, and on 24th
December, 1933, at the beginning of the of a service as he was approaching the altar of
the Holy Cross Armenian Church of New York, he was stabbed to death. Seven persons

enian community in this country is
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and they all proudly announced themselves to be DASHNAGS. Two were
xg:eqa::ril?convicte)c,i of Smrder, while five were cqnvicted ‘with being concerned’; and
some of these men are due for release within a short time.

At a memorial service held in New York in Jamfary, 1934, the DASHNAGS caused
grave disorder which hai! to be ‘quelled b?' the police. There have been seve.ral pth?r
outrages committed by DASHNAGS in various parts of the worlq, anc[ the organisation is
considered to be as ruthless as the now extinct Italian Mafia society, in their methods of
‘blood revenge’. - . . 3

For these reasons it seems unlikely that an Armenian Archbishop is coming from
Roumania to London to address a meeting of DASHNAGS.

(b) The Armenian Archbishop in Roumania, who is probably identical with
Archbishop Husik ZUPRAPYAN referred to in the correspondence, is Husik
ZOHRABIAN or ZOBRABIAN; he is a very old man and does not speak English. He
visited England in July, 1937, remained here until late in August, 1937, and attended the
Second World Conference on Faith and Order held in the Assembly Hall of the Church of
Scotland, Edinburgh, from 3rd August, till 18th August, 1937; but he is not expected to
return to England in the near future and it is not known that he has made any plans to
return here at all.

From enquiries [| am given to understand] [phrase replaced with: it seems] that
Archbishop ZOHRABIAN was at one time friendly to, and by some persons said to be a
member of, DASHNAG; but five or seven years ago - when the Dashnag group in
Roumaia sought to get control of the Armenian Church funds in Roumania - the
Archbishop quarrelled with them and since then he has been the subject of bitter criticism
that amounts to a campagn of calumny in Armenian newspapers influenced or dominated
by DASHNAG and published in various parts of the world.

It has been suggested [to me - in complete good faith —] ‘that Archbishop
ZOHRABIAN is in actual danger of being assassinated in the manner that Archbishop
Leon TOURIAN was assasinated in New York, simply because he has opposed
DASHNAG.

[l attach a photograph which has been reproduced from a group photograph
taken at the Edinburgh Conference on Faith and Order. The bearded man is the
Armenian Archbishop ZOHRABIAN of Roumania, and the dark skinned man is
Bishop M. INDJEIAN of the Armenian Church, Manchester, who came to London
in August, 1937, met Archbishop ZOHRABIAN at Euston station and travelled
with him Edinburgh.] ¢

[Careful enquiry has been made at the leading photograph agencies and
newspaper offices in London in an effort to obtain a better photograph of
Archbishop ZOHRABIAN, but without succes. It might be possible to obtain an
individual photograph from the offices of THE SCOTSMAN, Edinburgh, although
they did not publish any separate photograph of him in the course of the reports
which appeared in their columns during the fortnight of the Conference.]

(¢) The man referred to as ‘M. GAMBERRYAN’ is probably identical with
Hovannes KAMBERIAN of 6, Ladybarn Crescent, Fallowfield, Manchester, trading as
Kamberian and Company Limited, 21, Chorlton Street, Manchester, shipping merchants,
dealing in greys, yarns and prints and haying their principal markets at Black Sea ports
and in the Balkans. [Mr. KAMBERIAN is at present in Roumania visiting his
daughter who is married to an Armenian who lives there.]
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KAMBERIAN is well known in the Manchester district, he has been livi
more than thirty years, and [while it has not been possible to make r;gn;h eéﬁ'tg
enquiry as to his character -] from business circles it is learned that he is highly
regarded, looked upon as a ‘devout worshipper’ in the Armenian Church, and considered
to be doing a good trade. He is the leader of the Armenian Young,Men’s Club in
Manchester and is also considered to be the chief layman of the Armenian community in
that district.

He may be a DASHNAG, but his close association with t i i
it-and would tend to anger the DASHNAGS against him. HaT e O

(d) As far as it has been possible to establish, the ANGLO-ARMENIAN
FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY ceased to function in 1923, It was originally formed in 1878
when England signed the Cyprus Convention with Turkey and it was designed to create
good feeling in English cultural and political circles on behalf of Armenia and Armenians.
When the Sévres Treaty was concluded between the Allied Powers and Associated
Powers and Turkey on 10th August, 1920, (this treaty was not ratified), Turkey agreed to
recognise Armenia as a ‘Free and Independent State’; and then the Dashnag Party became
the Government of Armenia. Within a short time the representative of the Armenian
Government (Dashnags), entered into an agreement with Turkey at Alexandropol, but
soon after this the Armenian Republic of Ecrivan'® was conquered by the Russians and
became part of Soviet territory, as it still is.

Then followed The Lausanne Conference leading to the Lausanne Treaty of 1923,
which acknowleged Armenia to be part of the Soviet Union.

At the time of the Sevres Treaty of 1920, Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, was
chairman; Mr. Walter Elliot, now Secretary of State for Scottish Affairs, and the late
Bishop Gore, were leading members of the ANGLO-ARMENIAN FRIENDSHIP
SOCIETY, which about that time changed its name to the ANGLO-ARMENIAN
COMMITTEE. Following the results of the Iausanne Conference, it was decided to
disband the Committee because there was no further work for it to do.

At the present time, so far as London is concerned, the only active Armenian
organisation appears to be THE ARMENIAN CLUB, [of which Ardashes Minas
KHACHADOURIAN, a British subject of Armenian extraction, residing at 33D,
Regents Park Road, N.W., proprietor of a small printing business, THE APOLLO
PRESS, 18, Red Lion Passage, Red Lion Square, W.C. 1., (subject of Special
Branch files Nos. 301/M.P/1224 and 320/G.E.N/228); and Mr. B.
GUMUCHDJIAN, 15, Portinscale Road, London, S.W. 15., are the leading
personalities.]

This club meets on occasions at De Vere Hotel, High Street, Kensington, London, W.
8., to hold dinners and dances. Their last function was held at the hotel on 1st September,
1937, when about sixty persons attended to honour the guest of the evening, Mr.
Mamoulian, the well-known cinema and theatrical producer, who is of Armenian
extraction. The Club also holds dances at Kensington Town Hall, and arranges children’s
parties at Christmastime.

Apart from these social functions, the objects of the Club are to keep alive the
Armenian language, to organise Armenians in London, and to teach children of Armenian
extraction the history of their race. [The leaders also hope to establish a permanent
headquarters for Armenians in London. At present approximately £400-0-0 has
been collected or promised for his purpose and efforts are being made to obtain
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help from the Carnegie Trust for the purpose of building up a library of Armenian
literature in London.]

So far as it has been possible to establish by enquiry in London, there is no Armenian
newspaper published in England at the present time, although for several years a monthly
periodical called MASSIS was published [from London by Arshak Safar
SAFRASTIAN, an Armenian, born 13th September, 1886, Van, Turkey, now a
naturalised British subject, (vide Home Office file No. 449178), residing at 18,
Eton Villas, London, N.W. 3.; but MASSIS ceased publication in January, 1937,
owing to lack of support.] It was chiefly designed to inform Armenians living in English
speaking countries of the scholarship and culture of the Armenian Republic in the Soviet
Union and the various Armenian communities throughout the world. (Copies attached).

The Armenian (Lord Mayor’s) Fund, 20, Gordon Square, London, W.C. 1., is
chiefly concerned in working within the Save the Children Fund of the same address; and
The Friends of Armenia, 47, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1., is a charity organisation
established by Quakers to assist Armenians, but it restricts its activities to Syria. [These
two organisations appear to be free from political influence.]

[In making enquiries into thse matters | have been assisted by P.C. S.
TOOGOOD.]

Arthur Cain
S 4
Submitted.(signature/illegible) sasant
Inspector.
(signaturefillegible)
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A CONFIDENTIAL BRITISH REPORT
GIVEN TO TURKEY ABOUT ARMENIAN AFFAIRS IN 1937
(Summary)
ZAVEN MESSERLIAN

22 years after the beginning of the Armenian Genocide, on November 2, 1937,
Turkey, through the person of Hikmet Anli of the Turkish Embassy in London requested
from the British authorities information about: the Armenian Revolutionary Federation’s
(Dashnaktsutiun’s) proposed meeting in London; the visit of the Armenian prelate of
Romania Archbishop Housik Zohrabian to Great Britain; Mr. Kamberrian; the Anglo-
Armenian Friendship Society. The London Metropolitan Police prepared a report dated
December 9, 1937 giving satisfaction to the Turkish Goyernment’s inquiries.

The report is given in full for the first time.
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