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THE BEGINNING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE ARMENIAN OPERA
(Summary)
NORA SALMANIAN

This article is an overview of the history of the Armenian opera.

The author asserts that throughout Armenian history, Armenian bards and minstrels
always joined singing with acting. Western travellers like Jean Chardin observed this fact
and considered such Armenian performances a preliminary stage of the western opera.
Next, the author underlines the role the Constantinople Armenian musicians played in
importing western music to the Ottoman empire. The Armenians were instrumental in
adopting the new musical methods and keys of the west and composing music
accordingly.

The author claims that Armenian opera was influenced by both western and oriental
music, with strong local and folkloric motifs, while the libretto echoed Armenian history
and contemporary life.
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