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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF SYMBOLISM IN
THE ARMENIAN PLASTIC ARTS OF THE 1960s AND 1970s
(Summary)

INGUNA GURTSENS
Transl. by ARTSVI BAKHCHINIAN

This article highlights the most unique trends and developments in the Soviet
Armenian plastic arts of the 1960s and 70s. The authors compare these novelties with the
achievements of the previous decades.

Based on the example of Yervand Kochar’s painting called “Agonies of War”, the
authors specify both the structural and stylistic characteristics through which the artist
expressed the many meanings. The authors draw parallels between Kochar and the several
renowned painters of the time, namely Harutiun Kalents, Minas Avetissian, Ashot
Melkonian, etc.

In the early 60s the trend was to depict frontal views, while in the 70s the trend shifted
to “pondering™ and “silent-conyersation” paintings. This had an impact on the perception
of everyday-life paintings, where an incongruity was felt between the theme and the
subject: the nature of the hero surpasses the time and space limits of ordinary, everyday
life and takes the imagination and thoughts of the beholder to universalities.
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