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“Au Brésil nous avons une petite colonie qui s'efforce beaucoup.
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THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA AND SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES
(1918-1920)
(Summary)

VARDAN MATIOSSIAN

The birth of the first independent Republic of Armenia produced a big wave of hope
among the Armenians scattered throughout the world and mobilized them. The newly-
born state became the focus of attention of every Armenian. During the period 1918-1920,
the tiny, recently settled Armenian communities of South America, going through their
organizational, embryonic stage, made some efforts to assist their independent homeland.
The history of those years of the South American communities has not been addressed in
detail. The first Republic of Armenia was recognized by certain South American countries
in 1920 (Argentina, Chile, and Brazil). Armenia’s first representative, an intellectual
called Etienne Brazil (Ignace Etian), was instrumental in obtaining recognition and was
energetic on behalf of Armenian interests.

The present study aims at reconstructing the events in Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay,
and showing the relations between these countries and the Republic of Armenia. Besides
the factual reconstruction, an attempt has been made to analyze the history of the period in
light of Argentine and Brazilian foreign policy.
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