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THE CORRECTION OF THE NUMBER OF THE ARMENIAN INHABITANTS OF
SOME CAZAS OF ERZURUM ACCORDING TO THE STATISTICAL LISTS BASED
ON THE CENSUS CONDUCTED IN 1914-15 ON THE WESTERN ARMENIANS
WHO TOOK REFUGE IN EASTERN ARMENIA
(Summary)

GEGHAM BADALIAN

The author tackles an issue which is still hotly debated among scholars, namely
determining the population of Western Armenia, As a case study, the Basen caza and the
Bayazit sanjak (including the cazas Alashkert, Antab/Dutagh, Bayazit, Diadin and
Garakilise) of the Vilayet of Erzrum were chosen. Most of the Armenian population of
these areas were able to take refuge in Eastern Armenia in November-December 1914,
Interestingly, these refugees were immediately counted by the Russian authorities as well
as by individuals. Later on these statistics were published. From the 30 Armenian-
inhabited villages of Basen region, 15,500 Armenians. who had taken refuge in Eastern
Armenia were counted (excluding those who perished on the road). On the other hand the
official 1912 (Hijra 1330) “general census” (niifus-i umumi) registers a little more than
10,000 Armenians for the whole caza.

The author compares the number registered in the one-day census conducted in the
state of Yerevan on January 30, 1915 (which counted 26,000 or 3245 families) to the
census conducted by the prelacy of Erzurum in 1909 (which had counted 21,000). He
concludes that at the dawn of the First World War, the number of Armenians in the whole
caza of Bayazit was around 30,700. This figure is 129% more than what the Ottoman
census had registered, namely 13,400.

The article proves as well that the Armenian census of the time is more reliable and
correct than the Ottoman,

224



