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THE INCEPTION OF
THE FREE ARMENIAN PRESS IN
THE SOVIET UNION
(1985-1989)

(Summary)
GEVORG YAZEJIAN

The author, an eye-witness of the time, describes the impact of Glasnost and
Perestroika and their aftermath on Soviet Armenia. Though the emphasis is on the
birth of the free Armenian press and its evolution in the first five years of Mikhail
Gorbachev’s tenure, these are intertwined with the political, social and national
issues of the day, mainly the Karabagh conflict.

The author describes the state mechanism to control all published material in
Soviet Armenia. This control was legitimized through the state legal system by penal
code articles 65, 66, and 67. The office entitled to undertake this task was the
Armenian branch of the State Glavlit. The whole process of publishing any printed
material in the Soviet Union of the 80's is depicted in the article in great detail.

The situation was partly ameliorated when Mikail Gorbachev became the First
Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

The author asserts that the underground free press was the main outlet that
disseminated liberal and nationalistic ideas, made the masses aware and called them
into action.

The author details chronologically the periodical publications of the free press,
their birth and duration, their editors, their political views, the methods by which they
were printed and distributed as well as their strong influence on the masses.
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