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AN ATTEMPT TO
REINSTATE ARMENIAN STATEHOOD IN
THE MID-FIFTEENTH CENTURY

(Summary)
AGHAVNI UTUDJIAN

After the collapse of the Cilician Armenian Kingdom in 1375, the Armenian
Church remained the sloe major institution with relatively secure administrative
authority in the country. In addition to this, many representatives of the Armenian
noble families had become clergymen to safeguard their family fortunes.

This empowered the Armenian Church to become the foremost player in the
Armenian effort to reinstate the Armenian Kingdom.

The Aghtamar Catholicos, Zakaria III (1434-1464), became the driving force
among the Armenian Church leaders who tried to put into effect this far-reaching

lan.
i His political shrewdness led him to cooperate with the Kara Koyunlu leader,
JihanShah (1437-1467). The latter supported Zakaria III in his attempt to attain the
Catholicossate of Ejmiatzin in 1460.

On the other hand, Zakaria could not realize his next plan of unifying the
Catholicossates of Ejmiatzin, Aghtamar and Sis. Against unsurmountable, pressures
he was forced to leave Ejmiatzin in disguise in 1461. Yet, in 1464 he was back in
Ejmiatzin, only to die when poisoned that same year.

Nevertheless, Catholicos Zakaria II's plan of reinstating the Armenian kingship
materialized, even though he couldn't see its realization.

In early 1465, in the church of the Holy Cross, on the island of Aghtamar,
Catholicos Stepanos IV (1464-1489) anointed Smbat Sefedinian as king of the
Armenians.

Reinstating the Armenian kingship did not mean reinstating Armenian
statehood; however, it can be considered as a step in that direction and a reflection of
the Armenian nation's desire to reestablish its statehood.
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