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THE PUBLISHED VERSIONS AND MANUSCRIPTS OF
P'AVSTOS BUZAND'S
HISTORY OF THE ARMENIANS

(Summary)

GEVORG TER-VARDANIAN

The author stresses that it is high time to prepare the critical text of the fifth
century Armenian author P'avstos Buzand's History of the Armenians. For this
purpose he has grouped all the relevant material under the separate headings of
manuscripts or printed versions, and categorized the manuscripts as 'complete’,
'incomplete', 'partial' or 'lost'.

The author mentions six publications of Buzand's History, the first from 1733.
He also lists 18 complete and three incomplete manuscript copies, nine partial
versions found in different collections of homilies, five partial versions found in
different books of Menology, as well as three lost manuscript copies.

The author describes each of these manuscript copies in detail, describes their
content and draws some conclusions about their quality, and the time and place they
were copied. He asserts that a number of textual corrections suggested by different
philologists are confirmed by certain existing manuscript copies of Buzand's work.
Accordingly, he concludes that any textual correction should not be made in the
History until the preparation of its critical text.
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