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LEVON HOVSEPYAN

ON THE APPROACHES OF EURASIANISM AND GEOGRAPHICAL
DETERMINISM IN THE TURKISH MILITARY CIRCLES

In recent years there are also revealed alternative approaches on foreign
policy, regional security and defence policy in Turkish military circles. In 1990s
the discussions about the Eurasia concept are practised on a large scale in the
Turkish political and scientific and also military circles. For some of the Turkish
supreme officers Eurasia is i to be an imp e d
and possibility. During the Post-cold war period the military-political notions of the
Turkish security to a considerable extent carried the influence of “geographical
determinism", by which the particular interests and security of the country are
conditioned. The Turkish politics in the security and defence spheres

= Altunigik B. Meliha, Ozlem T., Turkey: challenges of cuntln‘uny and change, London:
Routledge Curzon 2005, p. 119.
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carries the of the location and
environment of the country.

Studying the geopolitical opinions and approaches of Turkish military, one
may say that the “Eurasian concept” and “geographical determinism" theory ranks
high among the Turkish military as well. Most of the high-ranking officers shared
the approach of political figures that Turkey is a Eurasian country and must run
an adequate pollm/ In this sense General T. Kiling's statement was strictly
characteristic that in the foralgn policy sphere Turkey must adopt a new

“Eastern app! g to which Russia, Iran and China can
become Eurasian military axis of Turkey. _And this already expressed the position
asserted by some Turkish high ranking soldiers and meant that in the Turkish
army ruling clique such thinkers were not few. And in recent years this tendency
became evident which is by the p both in the internal
and external policies. Besides, in case of opposite app of
the West, especially the USA, the Turkish military circles in themselves acquire
the sense of distrust and insecurity and are forced to reedit geopolitical opinions
and conceptions by their own approaches maximally in the interests of the
national security and geopolitical pretensions of the country.
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