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THE EVOLUTION OF THE ARMENIAN QUESTION
1988 - 1993

ZAVEN MESSERLIAN

(SUMMARY)

The article presented here gives a minutely studied story of the
Armenian-Turkish and the Armenian-Azeri relations, which also bear the
social, political, ideological and military expressions of the time, especially
in Artzakh, the Nagorno Karabagh of the westerners. The first few sections
of the study which cover the last few years of the eighties, draw a clear pic-
ture of the last days of the Soviet rule in Armenia, analyze the reasons why
Armenia was declared independent on 23 August, 1990, how the Karabagh
Movement grew in Armenia, and how Azeri military activities in Karabagh
and massacres of Armenians in Baku and Sumkayit were perpetrated by
both the Azeri populace and governmental agencies in the Republic of Azer-
baijan. Due to all these, Azeri forces backed by the Turkish authorities of
Ankara and the Turkish political-double play, the Armenians at Karabagh
did at last declare their independence on 2 September 1991. The result was
nothing less than the Turkish accusations of the Armenian authorities at
Yerevan as not only backing the Karabagh militia but rather fighting in their
stead.

It was thus that the Karabagh-Azerbaijani question was taken to the
UN, where the Security Council adopted the resolution N° 853 asking the
Karabagh-Armenians to evacuate all the newly occupied lands and hand them
to their legal owner — Azerbeijan.

Meanwhile, the Turkish authorities of Ankara had already started
a firm blockade of the Armenian Republic hoping that in due time the Arme-
nian government of Yerevan would hand over to the Azeris, who had never
given up their «right» over Nagorno Karabagh. But inspite of the blockade,
Armenia survived all the imposed difficulties, tried to find the backing of
the Russian Federative Republic, sought the mediation of the U.S.A. and
the economic and commercial friendship of Iran, the result was nothing but
the Turkish acknowledgement of the failure of all sorts of moves against
the Republic of Armenia, which did never accept the Turkish allusions that
it was Armenia fighting the Azeris in and around Karabagh, though the
Armenian president, Levon Ter-Petrossian did personally declare that the
Question of Artzakh was a just question and it was of paramount impor-
tance for Armenia to secure both Russian political and diplomatic backing
and the neutrality of Turkey if one wanted to see the Question of Artzakh
solved.
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