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THE VIEW OF UNIVERSALITY OF
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN
THE COUNCIL OF SIS,
HELD IN 1307

(SUMMARY)

GAGIK S. HAROUTUNIAN

Making use of the contemporary sources and the colophons of a num-
ber of XIV century Armenian manuscripts, the author examines the underlying
reason which brought forth the view of the universality of the major Christian
churches of the late middle ages. He reaches the conclusion that though univer-
sality was declared to be a religious problem, it, in fact, bore a purely political
content and was intended to subject the Armenian Apostolic Church to the See
of Rome. Correspondence was kept between the Armenian and Roman church
leaders, but even the Armenian king Hetum II of Cilicia was made a tool to this
effect, yet the Armenian Church fathers, who had their own designs for the Pat-
riarchal See of Antioch, soon realized the Papal intentions, and curbed and led
to failure the Papal plans for the Armenian Independent Church. The Cannon
Constitution drawn at the Council of Sis, 1307, which would presumably deal
with the question of universality of the Christian churches, did rather organize
the relationship between the Armenian Church and the State, and brought the
Armenian Church out of its seclusion opening it to the idea of the Universality
of the Christian Church, while keeping itself intact as an independent church,
though an inseparable part of the Universal Christian Church in general.
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