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TOROS ROSLIN AND SARKIS BIDZAK:
THE «NOMINALISTS» OF ARMENIAN MINIATURE

SETA BARSOUMIAN - DADOYAN

(Summary)

The article is a step towards the reevaluation of the art of
Toros Roslin (active between 1256 and 1286) and Sarkis Bidzak
(active between 1319 and 1353) in the context of the epoque, i.e.,
as the direct expression of the awakening of human individuality
through the nominalistic philosophies.

The author relates the basic principle of nominalism, i.e.,
the emphasis on the substantiality of the individual (not the
universal) to the artists’ conceptions of human and divine reali-
ties and consequent issues.

Toros Roslin and Sarkis Bidzak, each in his own manner,
have introduced universality into concrete individuals, thus rai-
sing the whole of the human-material reality to the level of me-
taphysical substantiality and permanence. This organic unity
between man'’s vision of things, the biblical context (of which
the miniature is an illustration) and the person’s own theology,
has provided their works with immense possibilities of expansion
(on humanitarian standards), and as such have become some of
the major factors in the development of Armenian architecture
and painting.



