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DAVIT ANHAGHT: THE DEFINITIONS OF PHILOSOFY

YURI MELVIL
(Summary)

Davit Anhaght (V-VI centuries A. D.) is not only a synthe-
sizer and creative assimilator of the classical Greek tradition into
Armenian philosophy, but also a man who has played a decisive
role in the development of Armenian intellectual heritage.

In his «Definitions of Philosophy» Davit finds the nature
and the role of philosophy best explained through the sum of six
definitions, which are as follows: philosophy is the science of
being; it is the science of human and divine things; it is the con-
templation of death; it is the imitation of God; it is the science
of sciences and art of arts, and finally it is the love of wisdom.

In conclusion, we find that since the primary aim of phi-
losophy should be the formation of the individual’s personality
and his worldview, Davit’s specific conception of philosophy has
permanent value both for his and our time.



