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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF ARMENIA, edited
by Henry Field, translated by Arlene Krimgold, Russian Translation
Beries of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard
University, Vol. 111, No. 3 ( Cambridge, Mass., 1968). J° =i, 282 pages.

The volume contains translations of six recent studies on
archaeological research in Armenia with the accompanying
figures and plates, an introduction and introductory essay by the
editor, and two short bibliographies. The contents are as follows:
Introduction, I. The Land and the People by H. Field is an abri-
dgement of the introduction to the Russian version of the Atlas
of the Armenian S.S.R. (Moscow/Erevan, 1961) with the addition
of some notes by Field on the State Historical Museum, the Mate-
nadaran, Etchmiadzin and other sites of interest. Chapters IT and
ITI, the main body of the book (pp. 13-198), are comprised of
the complete translations of Garni I (Erevan, 1951) and Garni IY
(Erevan, 1957), the reports of the excavations of 1949-50 and
1951-55 respectively by Babgen Arakelyan, leader of the excava-
tions. These studies make up the main body of the book and gerve
as the raison d’étre for its publication. There follows four short
essays, «Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages Settlements,» by V. P.
Alekseev, « Ancient Mining-Metallurgical Site at Metsamor,
Armenia,» by a team of five Armenian specialists, and two pieces
by L. A. Barseghian, « Petroglyphs from Armenia,» and «Arme-
nian Writing before the Time of Mashtotz.» A general bibliogra-
phy on Armenia (pp. 225-230) and another on recent studies in
Armenian archaeology, geography and geology since 1960 in the
Library of Congress, Washington, (pp. 230-232), are at the end.

The great merit of this book is making available to a broader
public B. Arakelyan’s very important reports Garni I and Garni
II, both originally published in Russian. One cannot over em-
phasize the importance of Arakelyan’s work especially with re-
gard to the general history of the excavation at the site of Garni.
Of particular importance is the text and discussion of the Greek

.inscription found in 1945 which appears in Garni L and the publi-

cation of the now famous mosaic floor of the bath found in the
Garni complex published in Garni IL Furthermore, the value of
the Contributions is heightened by the fact that Arakelyan gent
Field a fresh series of photographs not only allowing for the
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much better reproduction of all plates than m t.he original volume.s,
but also the substitution of many of the original photographs. in
the Erevan volumes with different and better ones. The fo_l]owmg
are especially to be noted: Vol. I, Pls. 4, 6 (new photo, different
fragment) 8, 11, 16, 25; Vol II, Pls. 4a, 16. On the other hand
the color plates in the original volume have been rendered in
black and white at the end of the new volume; they are of the
same poor quality as those originally reproduced by Arakelyan
in «Mozaics from Garni,» [in Russian], Journal of Ancient His-
tory (Moscow, 1956), no. 1, pp. 143-156.

The remaining short articles have since been superceded by
a variety of publications; on prehistorical archaeological dis-
coveries, S.A. Sardaryan, Naxnadaryan hasaragut’yune Hayas-
tanum [Prehistoric Civilization in Armenia], (Erevan, 1967), with
long English resumé, «The Early Stone Age in Armenia,» pp. 318-
377, and more up to date, the new and massive Hay Zhoghovrdi
Patmut’yun (Erevan, 1971), Vol. I, pp. 1-156, covering the pre-
historic period, with contributions by Sardaryan, Arakelyan and
others. On petrolyphs, the first in a series of volumes, which
will represent a corpus of such inscriptions (writings?) on stone,
was edited by G. H. Karaxanyan and P.C. Safyan, Siuniki zhay-
rapatkernere (Erevan, 1970), Vol. 4 of the series Hayastani
hnagitakan husharcannere [ Armenian Archaeological Monu-
ments]. Finally, the sections written by Burney, in Charles
Burney and David M. Lang, The People of the Hills : Ancient
Ararat and Caucasus (London, 1971) are well informed and de-
tailed on the most recent early archaeological developments with
bibliographical references to the latest works both in Armenian
and other languages.

The faults and drawbacks of the volume, though at times
glaring, are really of minor importance. The editor’s own know-
ledge of Armenia and Armenian history is second-hand and weak;
he also seems not to know Russian, the language of most of the
original texts. Transliteration is irregular and at times upsetting.
For example in the introductory chapter we find «Akhpat-
Sanain» (p.5) and «Sanakin, Haghpat» (p. 10) for the monastaries
of Haghpat and Sanahin. The bibliographies are prefunctory. But
such faults are easily overlooked in this handsome volume which
has brought together in English translation and with finely re-
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produced figures and plates the indispensible works of Arakelyan
on the classical temple complex of Garni.

Dickran K. Kouymjian

American University of Beirut

Robert W. Thomson, THE TEACHING OF SAINT GREGORY : AN
EARLY ARMENIAN CATECHISM, translation and commentary by

Robert W. Thomson. Harvard Armenian Texts and Studies, 3 (Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1970) Lziil, 207 page. $8.00.

The collection of texts which goes under the name of Agat’
angeghos or pseudo-Agat’angeghos has become in the post-World
War II period one of the most studied of early Armenian works.
Dr. Robert Thomson, recently appointed as the first incumbant
professor to the Chair of Armenian Studies at Harvard University,
provides the academic world with the first and much need
translation of the long central section of the History. The book
contains an introduction (pp. 1-38), the translation (pp. 39-182)
of the Teaching of St. Gregory which comprises paragraphs 259-
715 of the definitive critical edition of the text prepared by G. Ter
Mkrtch’ean and S. Kanayeanc’ (Tiflis, 1909), and a bibliography
and indices (pp. 183-207).

The author who called himself Agat’angeghos claimed to be
an eyewitness to the events surrounding the conversion of King
Trdat and the Armenian nation to Christianity in the early fourth
century.(1) The Teaching is a catechism which St. Gregory the
IMuminator used to instruct Trdat and his court in Christian
dogma and beliefs before curing the king of a sickness which gave
him the aspect of a wild boar. St. Gregory had been thrown
into a deep pit some fifteen years earlier at the order of King

1) The date of Armenia’s conversion to Christianity is still being debated.
The most recent and provocative article, which summarizes earlier argu-
ments while providing current bibliography, is by Brian MacDermot, «The
Conversion of Armenia in 294 AD. A Review of the Evidence in the Light
of the Sassanian Inscriptions» Revue des Etudes Arméniennes, N.8., VII
(1970), pp. 281-359.
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Trdat, because not only was he a Christian, but his father (Anak
the Parthian) had murdered the king’s father Xosrov. He was
brought out of the pit after a dream of the king’s sister who sug-
gested that the saint might be able to cure Trdat. This strange
illness inflicted the king after he had martyred Hrisp'simé,
Gayiané and their companions. These Christian women had
sought shelter in Armenia after fleeing the Roman Emperor
Diocletian. Trdat was overhelmed by Hrip’simé’s beauty, but was
refused by her ; thus, angered, he committed his evil deed.

Following St. Gregory’s Teaching the king was cured and
converted to Christianity along with the royal court, afterwhich
St. Gregory was sent to Caesarea, made a bishop, and then evan-
gelized the rest of the Armenian nation. In the pageant of these
events as related by Agat’angeghos the Teaching takes up more
than half the entire text.

In Prof. Thomson’s very readable translation each paragraph
of the text is immediately followed by explicative notes, for the
most part philological and theological. The long and interesting
introduction is mostly occupied with a closely reasoned discus-
gion of the religious (theological) implications of the Teaching
within the context of fifth century Christological arguments cen-
tered around such questions as the nature of Christ. For though
it was under the name of St. Gregory (fourth century) that the
Teaching as such was spoken, Thomson underlines that just as
«Agat’angeghos» was a fifth century author (a fact long known
and universally accepted), so too the underlying content of the
sermon was also fifth century. The recent and fundamental stu-
dies by G. Garitte, Documents pour I'étude du livre d’Agathange
(Vatican, 1946), and P. Peeters, « S. Grégoire I'Tlluminateur dans
le calendrier lapidaire de Naples,» Analecta Bollandiana (1942),
have demonstrated that the work was originally written in Ar-
menian, therefore, precluding an authorship before the fifth cen-
tury, and that the Greek translation was already made in the
early 460’s A.D. Clearly then «Agat’angeghos» could not have
been an ayewitness of the events described, but rather some Ar-
menian very familiar with the religious controversies and general
theological atmosphere of the mid-fifth century. The personage
was a spokesman for the orthodoxy of the house of St. Gregory
against the Arianizing tendencies of the later Arsacid kings. As to



299

the actual author of the «enigmatic History», Thomson surmises
(p. 38), that «he wag probably a member of the circle of pupils
trained by [the Catholicos] Sahak and (Mesrop] Mashtoe’, cer-
tainly familiar with the work of Koriun and Eznik, yet of very
different cast. He was widely read and original, though hardly
rigorous in thought, but in his attitude to history the complete
reverse of his predecessor. He did not describe but recreated the
past, and in so doing left an indelible stamp on the whole develop-
ment of his country and his church.»

This book will remain indispensible for the study of
Agat’angeghos not just because it affords the only translation in
any language of the major part of a work, the very critical edi-
tion of which has become a bibliographical rarity, but because
the author brings to his commentary and interpretation not only
a sensitive command of classical Armenian, but a profound under-
standing of Syriac and Greek texts of the early church fathers
which are so important for a Proper appreciation of this most dif-
ficult work. With the publications by Aram Ter-Gevondyan of a
new Arabic version, Agat’angeghosi arabakan nor xmbagrut-
yune (Erevan, 1968), and the Karshuni (Syriac written with Ara-
bic script) redaction just published with g brilliant assessment of
the present state of Agat’angeghos studies by M. van Esbroeck,
Revue des Etudes Arméniennes, VIII (1971), Prof. Thomson'’s
publication of the Teaching of St. Gregory has greatly advanced
our understanding of this work and of the Golden Age of Arme-
nian letters. We now wait anxiously for the publication of the new
Arabic versions of Agat’angeghos, one a full length manuscript at
St. Catherine’s Monastery in Sinai and the other a fragment of
a manuscript in the collection of the Université St. Joseph, Beirut,
discovered by Ter-Ghevondyan in the summer of 1972. b s
RO . 10 TR o b e i R s

TR b e o M o X Kiyidian
American University of Beirut
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Majorie Housepian, «THE SMYRNA AFFAIR>. 269 pages.
Bibliography, notes and index. Published by Harcourt Brace Jova-
novich, Inc. 1971. 757 Third Avenue, New York, N. Y., 10017.

Price § 7.95.
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