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TATEVMKRTCHYAN

THE CULTURE OF INCANTATION
IN ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL ARMENIA

SUMMARY

In ancient Armenia since the Il millennium BG temple scriptures
were in use, and with the adoption of Christianity they did not cease to be
applied, continuing to exist in different manifestations. Incantations, known
in Armenia under the name Akhtark . Occur in the form of book or tape-
shaped amulets, and contain magic and sor}:ery prayers, witchcraft and
divination formulas. Many of these texts, diat are kept in Matenadaran, have
dieir roots in pre-Christian limes and still have not been deciphered.
Armenian Church struggled against them for centuries, seeing them as spells
from the pagan past.

In the light of some evidences conveyed by Yeghishe, Hovhan
Mayravanetsi, Vardan Aygektsi and other medieval authors, incantations
have certain significance - as carriers of the Armenian writing culture
rudiments that keep the traces of ancient literature. In parallel with pre-
Christian texts, various witchcraft formulas and recipes of magical medicine
recorded in Mashtots letters are also known, that testifies to their use in
different spheres of life of the Armenian people in the Christian era. These
prayers, incantations and magical texts have played a certain role in

customary and ritual culture of the Armenians in ancient and medieval times.

61



TATEB MKPTHYAH

KYNTbTYPA 3AKINHAHWNI
BAOPEBHEW M CPEAHEBEKOBOW APMEHUIU

PE3IOME

B apeBHenn ApmeHuUn HaumHasa ¢ Il rac. oo H.3. MoNb30BaINChL Xpa-
MOBbIMU MUCAHUAMU, KOTOPbIE C MPUHATUEM XPUCTUAHCTBA HE BbIWAN U3
NPUMEHEHUA, NPOAO0/MKAA CBOE CYLIEeCTBOBaHME B Pas3HbIX MPOSBNEHUAX.
3aKMMHaHWA, K3BeCTHble B ApPMeHMM  KMOoA4  Ha3BaHMeM  AXTapk,
BCTpeYatoTCcsa B BU/E /IEHTOOOPA3HbIX UM KHMXXHbLIX aMy/IeTOB U codepxkaT
Marmnyeckue m Ko/[oBCKME MOMUTBLI, hOPMY/ibl YapoaeiicTea 1 BOPOXKObI.
MHoOrve m3 aTUX TEKCTOB, XpaHALWMXcsa B MaTeHalapaHe, yX0AAT KOPHAMMU
B JOXPUCTMAHCKYI 3MOXY M [0 CUX MNOP He paclundgpoBaHbl. APMSHCKas
LlepKOBb 60posiacb MPOTUMB HUX B TEYEHME BEKOB, yCMaTpuBasi B HUX
KO/1J0BCKME Yapbl A3bI4ECKOr0 MPOLL/IOrO.

B cBeTe cBefeHUN, nepefaHHbIX Eruwe, OBaHOM MaipaBaHeLUw,
BapgaHom ANrekum mn opyrumun cpeHeBeKOBbIMW aBTOpammn, 3aK/INHAHUSA
NpeacTaBNAOTCA C OrnpedeneHHbIM 3HAYeHMEM - KakK HOCWUTe/IN 3aua-
TOYHOMN MUCbMEHHOW KYNbTYPbl apMAHCKOro Hapoda, XpaHsuwme cnefbl
npeBHEN nutepaTypbl. [lapannenbHo € AOXPUCTUAHCKUMW TeKCTamu
N3BECTHbI TaKXXe pa3HOro pofa KONAOBCKME (hopMy/bl W pPeuentbl Ma-
rMYeCKOM MeAWUMHBI, 3amnmMcaHHble YXXe MaluTOLUOBCKMM MMUCbMOM, 4TO
CBUAETENbCTBYET 00 MX MPUMEHEHUWN B Pa3HbIX cepax >XUZHU apMSAHC-
KOro Hapofa Yy>Xe B XPUCTUAHCKYH 3M0oXy. OTU MONUTBbI, 3aK/INHAHUA W
Marnyeckme TEKCTbl Urpanm onpeaeneHHy posib B 6bITOBOW 1 06PAA0BOIA

KynbType apMsiH B PEBHOCTU W B CPefHME BeKa.

62





