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‘Liwlwwhy opnpangwdb www lwpwntp hwlnhwnu b6 Gl
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thnp L hymuwdn qupnbtiphq), Uwpumlm wwwywlwlpuwpp Junbih t
plwanty; XVI -XVII n1., uwfw)G wybkh wnnyq XVI 1. Yeubphg dhisl
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TIGRAN MIKAYELYAN

NEWLY FOUND MEDIEVAL
TOMBSTONE FROM MARTUNI

The Armenian-Italian Archaeological Expedition discovered a mediveal
Muslim tombstone in town of Martuni, Gegharkunik Region.

The southern side of the tombstone depicts a symbolic mihrab, scenes of
fightings between a lion and a snake, a lion and a bull and a small goat. The northem
side of the tombstone depicts a saddled horse and contains a seven row Arabic
insription made in rough naskh. The western side of the tombstone depicts an eagle
and symbolic mihrab. The southemn and the northern sides edges of the tombstone
have weaving pattern.

As the insription informs the name of the deceased is Ahmad ibn Qasim. The
second part quotes Quran (2/256 (255) often met on Muslim tombstones). The
tombstone is undated.

The Muslim tombstone with its shape and form as well as some its details (jug
with rosette and the weaving pattern is similar to Armcnian tombstones of the same
type widespread in Armenia and particularly in Gegharkunik Region. This kind of
tombstones containing jugs with rosette and weaving patterns date back to 16-17"
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centuries. Many of such tombstones in Martuni and Vardenis Regions are carved by
Master Akob (his tombstones date 1540-1575). Taking into consideration the
aforementioned, we suppose that the Martuni tombstone is carved during the 16-17
centuries and more precisely dates from middle to the end of the 16" century. The
Martuni tombstone was probably carved by Master Akob or a contemprorary
Armenian master.
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