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KAREN KHACHATRYAN

FORMATION AND TERRITORIAL LOSSES OF NKAO
(THE 1920 1930s)

SUMMARY

The process of collapse of the Russian Empire, which started iIn
1917 continued in 1918. In april Trascaucasian Seym declared the
region as an independent federal republic, and in late May were
proclaimed the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Georgia and the
East-Caucasian Muslm (.Azerbaijan”) Republic, which acted as
independent national states. In Karabakh (historical Artsakh) there
was also tendency toward independence, which was declared by the
first Congress of the Armenians of Artsakh (Karabakh) in July 1918.
Until the mid of 1921 Nagorno-Karabakh was a separate
administrative territorial unit, in fact a sovereign state formation; it
had never been a member of the newly formed artitical Azerbaijan
state.

In early July 1921, by the decision of the Caucasian Bureau of
the CC RCP (B) all the Nagorno-Karabakh as an autonomous region
was illegally handed over to Soviet Azerbaijan. The authorities of the
latter, however, did not hurry with the release of Nagorno-Karabakh
as a regional autonomy. Only under severe political pressure of the
Soviet leadership of Armenia and the Soviet Transcaucasian
Federation (in particular A. Myasnikyan) Soviet Azerbaijan in the
beginning of July 1923 finally declared the formation of the
Autonomous Region of Nagomo Karabakh (ARNK); according to the
new Soviet Constitution of 1937 - Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous
Region (NKAR). However, in violation of the above-mentioned

decision of the Caucasian Bureau, the autonomous region has been
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allocated only from the part of Nagorno Karabakh the rest of its
territory artificially formed «Azerbaijani» districts - Kurdistan,
Gyandja (arm. Gandzak), Kelbajar, Jabrayil, Lachin (arm. Berdzor)
and others. Thus, from the entire territory of Mountainous Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh), which was about 8000 square km., in 1923-1924
Azerbaijani authorities cut about 3,000 square km. In this case,
however, the territorial losses were not over. According to the
Constitution (the Regulations) of ARNK of 1924, where were
mentioned also towns and villages included in its territory, the total
area was up to 5,000 square km. However, in subsequent years, the
Azerbaijani authorities periodically cut off from autonomous region
about 600 square km territory with a predominantly Armenian
population which was connected to neighboring areas. As a result at
the end of the 1930s the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh was only
4,400 square km. Moreover, the autonomous region was artificially
cut off from Soviet Armenia with which it had had though small
(approx. 6-8 km.) but a common border.
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KAPEH XA HATPAH

OBPA3SOBAHWVE MKAO N EE TEPPUTOPNAJIbHbIE
[MOTEPW (1920-1930-blE TO4bl)

PE3IOME

Havaswmnnca B 1917 r. pacnag PoccumMckom mmnepmm npoaos-
XXunca B 1918 r. B anpene 3akaBkazkmi CeMm 06bABUN Kpan He3aBU-
CUMOWN (heflepaTUBHOW pecnyo6/IMKON, a Y)Ke B KOHLUEe Mas Obiny npo-
Bo3rnaweHbl Pecnybnmnka ApmeHus, Pecnybnmka [pys3nda, a Takxe
BocTouHOo-KaBkKa3ckasa MycynbMaHcKas (.A3epbanaxaH”) pecny6b-
NINKa, KOTOpble BbICTYNMUNN KaK He3aBUCUMble HauWOHa/bHble TrOCy-
napctea. B Kapabaxe (nctopuueckuit Apuax) TakXe CKMAOHUNUCHL K
He3aBMCMMOCTU, KOTopasa M 6blna 06bABNeHa Ha 1-0M cbe3fe apLaxc-
KX apMaH B utonie 1918 T.

o cepegnHbl 1921 r. HaropHbin Kapabax ABAA/CS CamMOCTOA-
Te/IbHOW agMUHNCTPATUBHO-TEPPUTOPUANIBHOWN eANHULEN, NO CYTKU
CYBEpPeHHbIM rocyaapCcTBeHHbIM 06pa3oBaHMEM, N HMKOrga He HaXo-
ANNCA B COCTaBe WMCKYCCTBEHHO 00pa3oBaHHOro asepbaniXXaHCKOro
rocygapcrtea. B Hauane nwona 1921 r. no peweHuto KaBkas3ckoro 6opo
LIK PKI'1(6) Becb HaropHbin Kapabax Ha npaBax aBTOHOMHOW 06/1acTu
Obl1 He3akKOHHO nepegaH CoseTckomy AsepbanmmkaHy. Bnactm noc-
nefHero, ogHako, He cnewwunu ¢ eblgeneHnem HaropHoro Kapabaxa B
06N1aCTHYO aBTOHOMMUIO. JTUWb MOA XXEeCTKUM MONUTUYECKUM fOaBrie-
Hnem pykoBoacTtea CoseTckon ApmMeHUnM n CoBeTCKOM 3akdeaepaunu
(B wacTHocTn A. MsacHuUKAHa) Asepbana)xaH B Hauvane utong 1923 .
HaKOHel TO JAeknapuposan 06 obpa3oBaHUM ABTOHOMHOMW 006/1aCTU
HaropHoro Kapab6axa (AOHK) (no HoBon CoBeTckorl KOHCTUTYUMN

1937 r. - HaropHo-Kapabaxckasd aBToHoMHas ob6nacte (HKAQ)). Oa-
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HaKO, B HapylleHWe BbllleyKa3zaHHOro peweHus Kas6iopo, aBTOHOMHas
06n1acTb Oblna BblAeneHa TOMbKO M3 yacTu HaropHoro Kapabaxa, Ha OcC-
TaflbHOW >Xe ee Tepputopuun OblIM UCKYCCTBEHHO 00pPa3oBaHHblI HOBbIE
“azepbanapkaHCKue” yesabl N panoHbl - KypanctaHCKUN, MAHOKUHCKUN
(apm. laHAaz3ak), Kenbbamkapckuin (apm. Kapsauap), [xebpannbCKun,
NaunHckun (apm. Bepaszop) n ap. Takum o6pa3om, OT BCEN TEPPUTOPUN
HaropHoro Kapabaxa, kKoTopas cocTtaBnsna okosno 8000 kB. KM., asep-
banmKaHCKNMKU BNacTAMM TONMbKO B 1923-1924 rr. 661710 0TPe3aHO 0KOJ/10
3000 kB. KM. Ha 3ToM, 0AiHaKO, TeEPPUTOPMaNbHbIE NOTEPN He 3aKOHUU-
mnck. Mo KoHnctutyuum (MonoxeHntwo) AOHK 1924 r., B KOTOpPON 6bINn
0603HayeHbl M BXOAsLlNE B ee TePPUTOPUID ropoda M ceneHmsa, obuias
naowaab o6nactm coctasngna Ao 5000 k. kM. OAHaKO B nocreaytoume
rogbl asepbangpkaHCKMMW BNacTsIMM OT aBTOHOMHOW 006n1acTu Nepuo-
ANYeCcKN ObINM OTpe3aHbl B MOMb3y COCEAHUX PaMOHOB elle 0Koo 600
KB. KM TEppUTOpUn € npeobnagaroliymMm apMaHCKMM HaceneHneM. B pe-
3ynbTate 3Toro - B KoHuUe 1930-bix rogos Tepputopua MKAO coctaBuna
Bcero 4400 kB. KM. bosiee TOro - aBTOHOMHas 06/1aCTb Obl/la UCKYCCTBEH-
HO oTpe3aHa oT CoBeTCKOM ApPMeHUU, C KOTOPOW MMeNa XO0Tb N MasieHb-

Ky (OK. 6-8 KM.), HO 06LLLYIO rpaHunLy.
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