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VAHAN BAYBURTYAN

ARMENIAN-IRANIAN RELATIONS AFTER THE
INDEPENDENCE OF ARMENIA

After the declaration of independence of the Republic of
Armenia on September 21, 1991, the Islamic Republic of Iran
was among the first to recognize officially Armenia’s indepen-
dence and to establish diplomatic relations. The development of
interstate relations between two countries began to take shape
steadlastly. Relations with Iran were given priorities and utmost
importance in foreign policy of the Republic of Armenia.

An attempl is made in the article to define and elucidate
the role of Iran in independent Armenia’s life. It is stbwn in
particular thaf in the beginning of formation of ties between
the two countries, trade and economy became the most enlarged
and dynamic spheres of activities of Armenia-Iran cooperation.
In the conditions of blockade of Armenia and economic hardships,
{he Republic of Armenia considered its ties with Iran as one of
the important: means to solve the existing economic problems.
Iran also helped Armenia to break the blockade and get through
the terrifory of Iran 1o the «outer world», to Persian Gulf par-
ticularly.

The process of development of Armenian-Iranian relations
from 1991 through 1997 is lhoroughly analyzed. The author
highlights the exact achievements recorded in this historically
short period of time. The present level of Armenian-Iranian rela-
lions has come to the point where thiere is a necessity fio intro-
duce positive changes in order to further bilaferal ties.

It is also revealed that Iran is vitally interested in actively
involving Armenia within the scope of its regional policy not
only at bilateral, but also multilateral levels. Iran-Armenia-
Turkmenistan trilateral cooperation along with the newly for-
med Iran-Armenia-Greece cooperation testifies to this end.
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