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Oudw(gh GywénnGtpp quypywd wnwpwdpGlpmd, wyn pymd L
Uplaunjwl dwjwunwimd hwinhwybtghG puwyjwlwihG pupn hpuwyhdwlh, npp
pwqiwswith ndmiGuph uphp mGbp pb’ jupSwduniybinm, pt’ ipjupwduniybn
wnnuiny:

Uplinjwl {wjwuwnwimd, hGswbu Gul Gnpp Guhwjh wplbjjwi
wnwnpwdpGtpnd oudwlghGtpl mGLhG dh fuGnhp. pphunnibwlwG, hwjjulw
thunnwpp Shpwywjp, npnbn Gpulp wwpquwbu owmwp thb, tjynp m
huwnwynpbG vwhiw Gwquuynd thG: Nunh whnp tp npu nbd6 wnGhy, Qu
Juwpwnty, pwGh np wytih htw t pwbnhy, dmpb pwqiwnwpp quiqywuonp,
pwl thwwwpp wqqupGwlsnmpjmGp, npG hp Shwwnwppmpjwi by wpnkG
tapgmnuwlgnptl Ghipmd L qqmu: Gy h Ytpgn, hujuwmwl pphumnnGjwGhpp,
Gywdywd hwjbpp wyju) mupwdpGEpmy wwpquwbu puGuwiwuytu wybih gunn
thG, Yuqiinud thG 6G2nn dEdwiwulmpyniG” hwdtdwwn Ghynp pjnipptph htn,
GwdwGwywbn, np oudwlGgh qhGynpGtpp wpniGwybkint thG hphGg
wpzwywlpp’ panGhiny dhwjG unn thnppwphy YujwqoplGhp wyl by dhwy
nwqiwjwpuwybu jupbnp Jujptipmd: Uynpyhuh hwdwiwulnipjudp
qipwquGgnn quiqywohG junwywptip oudwlghGphg wjwhwGonid tp 1hGky
pujuljwG fubpudhwn wqgqujhG punupwlwGnipynil Jwpbnt hwdwn, wjpuwbu
unitG dh wpjwd ufuwy pwj) JupdtGup Gpuig mwpwdopltip, Jupniunbbp,
huly mp dheGwnupjub wyn Shewjwjpnd witG th vwpwpnuip jwpnn tp hGhg
Swliuwnwgnulju. w)G whwnp L pugunytip:

Oudwjwl whwnmpymGp hp gnympjwl ulyqpehg h ytp yupby t
opwgpuynpywd punupwuGnipjni G hwywwmwy donnympnGtph bwintv, nph
JtpgGwlwl GuuwwmwyGkphg dtY6 tp hyywwmwly pb’ pphuwnnbju L pb’
dwhibnulwG wqqbph dnynuip:

Nputiugh Gop GJwdnip thGh wuwhny oudwlghGtpl oqgunugnponid
thG qunoipwgiwG m quiqyuowjhG ppGwqunpiwi (siirgiin) dwipwdwub
twlwd hudwlwng: Gjnunh Jund GoyyGhul punuph wihGwquin pnsynpGtpp
Jud wuyunudp pGwlsmpymbp, npl wihwlqunmpymbitp tp wwndwnnmd
i Jwpnn tp uun@wnt], nbnujwiuynud EhG Jwjupmpjw htnwnp Swubp;
OudwGjwl Ywjupmpjmbp Gl dhdwwbtu Snwhnqyud tp Gudfwd
wnwpwopGbpnud pymppbph pwltgiwdp':
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¢hG oudwGjwa dwiwGwywghp Uzppthwywqunth dmn Gwjihunhh
phpwingot wnwghG GwatwE dwuhG Ywpnmd G6p. «UnibiydwG thwywl’ npnhG
Ophw(G nwuqhh, wbntywgGnud t hp hopp, np Uhowpwlwy Jwhitnwywb
pGwysmpymG wwhwGeymy wju qpuyywd nwpwopihpnid nt wipngGhpnud:
...OphwGp hwyjwGnipynil E wnwihu npwi nt ppGwqunpmy Qmd-hih Rwpw
UpwpGhp Yogjon posynpGhph, npnGp kit EhG hp mwpwdp:..»: Loy G hinhGuyh
dmn upnoud kGp, np UnyjbiydwG thwwl hpwdwynd b nwhp GYpowwjnd
qulynn pphuwnGyw qhGyunGuphG wipngGhphg m mnwpyty GpuwGg dnpp
Uupw, npytuqh Gpwlp sYjwponubwb wihwGqunnipyniGGhp wwwbwnby
wwwquynui;

Pwqnid b6 dwiwGwlwgpnipyntGGhpnid guuGgywd pnlwqunpbph
GiwG ophGwYyGtpp: UYGkplnpklG qubqywowihG prGwqunptpp Yhpwnynwd
thG oudwGywG wtnnipjwa Ynnihg Jwn dwiwlwyGhphg:

Wytih o dwdwGuwlwpewbibph thwunwpnptpp hwuwnwnnd GG
qulquéwjhG prGwqunph hhG wywlnnpGipp o mwihu htwmwppphp
dwipwiwubhp: {wiwdw)i ppGwqunph Yepwpbpjw] jujubpulwl npnytw,
npp pywapfud t 1572 pywlwny, UGwwnnjhwyh, Onuh (Wfwq), LwpuwdwGh
ot 2nypwnphjth 2pewGGtph wikG wwup pGwnmwiphg dkyp whnp k nuqwuplpytp
Gop qpuywd Yhwpou: Uju prGwqunph wpdwnhpGlpp Ynqot Yjwbph
JtpwlywGqGniib kp ot wiumwGgmpymbp: depwpGuyhsGtpG pnpgow thG
hwuwpwynipywG pojnp fuwjtphg’ qyniqughnipynt G, wphtuwmunnpGtip L wyG:
hG;Lhgt, Ynqh nunwnplyon wnwehl YupwplGwyhsGtpp gninughGp EhG n;
ptipph nmwpwopGtphg, wnpuwwltp, wGqnpoGbkp mu pnsynpltp: Uju dwpnhy
qpubgynud EhG ntbpbpGhpmyd m nbnuihnjuynud Yngh: Lwbh np umnpwpwnp
wju dwpnhy 3thG niqoud |ph| hptGg wGkpp, wjn qnpdny qpwnynn
wuwwnGyjuGtphG hpudwjwd tp pu hpulwGug Gl wikGw)l fuuonnipjudp:
Uytjh o Ghypnu thG niquplpnid pguunwywpnjws JuwjuwnnGepG o
hwlguqnpoGtnp (npubu wunnhd)?:

{wjmGh GG Uthdtn GpYypnpnh (1451-1481pp.) Ynnuhg
Juquwltpuwd quiqjuow)hG prGwqunptpp Utpphwjhg, UjpwGhwyhg,
UnptwjhG n Lwddwihg nhujh Unwdpny: 94 uuninp Gujuwnwyl Ep wuywhnby
Gnp Jwjpwpwnwph pwpquyuénidp: AnGwqunpywoltph dEd dwup
wwwnbpwqih qiphGtp EhG ot mbnuynmi bty EhG UnGunwbnGniwynjuh 2ppwljw
quintpmd npubtu uniypwGh qyninwgh uwnpniyGhp:

£phuwnnljw tplhp quigywéw)hl prGwqunph htnwppphp ophGwy
t dwhditgulwG 1025 pGumwbGhpGtph mtnwithnluniip UGwwnjhwjhg
poynupuiwG dh p9wl’ Mpwywnh: Uju dwpnywuwlg wpdb) kp
pnGwqunpywdGhph hwwnnty jupqunjhwy, b Gpubghg Yuqiwnm|b) kp
wnwl4hG JupswywE Shwynp: Wu Swpnhy wnwGdGwgyws thG dGwgt) dhisk
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16-pn nuiph Yhubpp, tpp GpwGp wyn dudwGwy wpnbl dnypjwe thG ntnupGhy
nwjwihph htwn?:

Gun6 wuwd, oudwljwb wpluhjGiphg ophGwyltpp thwuwmbipny
hwunwnmi GG qun dwiwlwluwqpmpymGGtpp, npnlp gniyg GG wnwyhu, np
quiquowjhG pnGwqunphnl oqunuugnpdyti kG oudwGghGtph Ynndhg npuytiu
Gnp GJwéjwd nwpwopltnh Yipwyuqiwytpupiw b theng:

Nuqiwjwpuyjwl wenidny bwj dnnnypnhG dnilint wykih
hhiGwynp pwj; tp Jwljwbwjwph Ywd wj; Yipy wuwd nhyzhpdth
hpwlw Gugnnip:

hGyni*d tp nw Ywjwlnud: Uh pwGh wmwphG dbY oudwljwb
hwnywhwywpGtpp 2pgm thG pnjnp pGwywjwjptinny n hujuwpmd ubnwjwG
hwuniGnipjwG wnwphphG hwuwd wnubkphG, pGn npmd 0y pt Wwpquwbiu
hwjwpnid thG nplt pwGwy, wy; wGgiughnd thG puwiwGhG dwipudwul
pGunpmpym G’ nwGhiny wikGumdtnGiphG, wiktGwhbtiwghGtphG, wikGw-
wibklwGbphG® Uju wnulkpp hbwnwquwymd wlGgGmd thG funpp
nunuiGwhngbpwGwliwl wuwmpuwunyjwonipiniG, nph wpnniGpnd unGnul
thG oudwGjwl whnmpjwl wikGwhwywwwnphd Swrwlbpp' Swnwjtny pb’
pwlwynud npwbu GGhybph?, pbwwpuwnmy npujbu hinun YunwwnphsGhp fud
dwGljunhyGtp®:

Wyuwhuny, tpk dh Ynnd pnnGklp w)G wGwukh ognunp, np wpynid
tp oudwGghGtnhG, nhwnwpykGp w6 hqnp hwpywdp, np wikG wwph Jupmd
tp hw) donnpnh Swnp” nmumimd tp jwjwgqny G utipmGnp, jujwgny G wpymGp:
dnnmipnh wpymGp wnpwwwimd tp' hbwjwnwy pGmpjul YulnGGEphG
qnjuunlnud thG wjG hhywGnnw, wyG pniy; mnuGbpp, npnlp wnbuynd thG
oudwlgh hwpjwhwjwpGph Ynnihg, GpuGp thG pwpniGwynmd hw;
qtiindnGnp: {w) donnynipnp dGmud kp uvwwlg ogGwywl dtnph, swp wyh
quGqyuwon, wj Gipnidp, nph Ypw hGwpuninp Y1hGEp b6yt O fuwnymd tp
huyng wqqp, dGmud tp wnwlg wnntlghw) wrwelGnpnh: fwgh GpwbGhg, np
wnwpnid thG wikGwmdtn L ubjugh tphnwuwnibpp, npnlp wuywquiynid
Yuwpnn t gmgwptpthG woweGnppuywl mGwynipynmGGtp n Yhwynpbhl
huyjunwy hwympjwbp, hwijwph dudwGul hwwnnly mpwnpmpjwG Gippn tha
Gwl wqGuwlwGibph m YpnGuinpGiph npnhGtpp, npnig wnwe GnpnnipjniGa
wqgmy wjw lnulw6 tp®:

Ujuwhuny, oudwGghGtpp pwqnud npupbp Jupmd thG
nuqiwjuwpwiwl htinwGywpuwyhG dpwghp, np6 mnjwd tp Yuwjupnipjwl
huyjunul wqqtiph dmpwGp, huly npny nhfwnpmpjw hwGnhwbin phiypmy*
npuig nyGywgiwGp:
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ARTAK SHAKARYAN
(I0S)

DEPORTATION AND DEVSHIRME AS A TOOL OF

DEMOGRAPHIC REORGANIZATION
IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Ottoman invaders encountered a difficult situation in the newly conquered lands,
particularly in the Western Armenia. In order to make their new conquest secure, the Ottomans
used an elaborate system of colonization and mass deportation (siirgiin). The turbulent
nomads or the rebellious population of a village and even of a town, which had caused or
might cause trouble were shifted to a distant part of the Empire. The Ottoman state was also
greatly interested in settlement of Turkish element in the conquered lands.

In short, the examples from Ottoman archives corroborate earlier accounts in the
chronicles, which illustrate the use of mass deportation by the Ottomans as a tool for
reorganizing of the newly conquered lands.

Dcvshirme, or “boy tribute”, was a strategic and basic step in assimilation of the
Christian population, particularly Armenians. Ottoman officers gathered Christian boys of
puberty age. Much attention was given to the qualities of the boys: strong, intelligent,
handsome were preferred. In such a way, the gene pool of the subject nations was seriously
damaged.

It is also worthy of mention that much attention was given especially to the gathering
of the boys of clerical and/or noble class. As we know from many leadership theories mostly
representatives of these classes turn insurgency leaders. Hence, devshirme helped a lot in
preventing rebellions in the conquered lands.
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