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bhALh UGLMULE ULUALUTLTL Gd UAURQUJINLTUURULTL
dFNANINARALELE LUdUSULBLRLGLNRT
(QGwqnt)G dwdwlwlGhphg dhGsh Wkp onkpp)

bujwip, hoipwjwlywGnpyntGl nt pphuwnnGnpjmGp, hGywbu Gul
guljuguo tnGnphunwywb YpnG tipunpmy 66 wiuwuwl L hwunuwnmG
hunjunn dhuyG 46y Uuwndn hwlnbw: Uwlw)G juwn hwwju GlwGunhwy
YpnGGtpnud h huywn GG quthu wuzunuinilph wy) wnwplwtp o YpwwpGhn:
Upw(g pyhG GG wuwnywGnud GpYyGuwjhG jpuwnnnGhph, pwptph, owntph L
npw(g htiwn Juupjwd nplt upph wupwnwdiniGpp: Cuwn plnoeGywo Junpohph,
upptph wwywmwinitGpp gwijuguo thwuwnyw-ontpjntind wjl nownd t,
npwbnhg Gippwthwlgmy GG wy) YpnGGEph . hwyjunnwihpGeph wmwppbp
wuynwimGplpp': Wuwntn hwdwlu Jupbih E nbulh) shwunguonipjwubp
Gwjunpnwo YpnGGphG hunnmy npulopouiGbn:

Uju GployphGhplG, wlyniywn, hwwnt GG Gul hujwdhG:
UhGghujwiwlwG YpnGGeph «dGugntyGliph» wniuwynipjniGp hujwdnid
hGwpunynpnip)ntl £ wmuhu wnbntyntpniGGtp punt; dhGshujwdwywb
wpwpwljwl hwyunnuwihplph, YpnGGhph YwuhG, npnlp noipu GG dny by hujunth
Ynndhg: LkpphGGhphu nwunuiGuuhpntpyntGG k) hGwpwynpnipyniG t wnwghu
puwgwunpl] wju Jud wjl dnunypdwluwiwli Gphpnud tnueo YpnGwlub
wnuwldGuhunnympymGGGpp:

Bujwdnud upptiph wuynwdniGph’ wn wjuop wpyuwd ntuntiGuuhpnt-
pym(GLnG wpnkl wwpq GG pupdpti, np wju fuwd w)G YEpuupp thojuwnywd t
Guwjunpn YpnGGGphg” pphuwnnGhnipynil, hotpujwlwGnipniG, qpuinguzwnuw-
Yw(@nipjmiG, huly npny YEpwwpGhph gk k Yupkjh b wGwyb] mbnwjhG
wunywompmGitphg nplk dkyhG:

Uw, wGynipwn, 3h GywlGwynwd, np uppliph wwywnwdnGph L wyy
unynpnypllph wpdwwmbbpp wiww)yiwlnopklG hwGqnid 66 YepnGyjug
YpnGGEphG Ywd hbtpwGnumpjulp: bujwdh pGnotGoniuihg hbwnn
(wuwhuwdwliwl ppwlh pwqiwphy unynpnypGlp, hwyjunwhplhp o
GwuwwwywpnuiGlp Yud nyGymgh) GG, Jud juhun Yhphdwumuynpyb) o
(Epuntoyly hujud: UWyn 2tpinh huynGupbpouil ot ppruwpwGnumip dhi; opu
qhnulwl nipg mumdGuuppmpyniGGtph Ywphp niGh:

bPujwimd upptiph wwzwnwiniGph ntuntdGwuhpnipyoilp hwwju
pwiuynud £ hpwiwl ndjwpnipymGGhph w)G wwpq wwwnwnny, np
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nunuhwyunn hupwdp gl £ hunjunph GuwGuwnhy npulnpodGaphG: bujunth
nwpwpGniyp nuynoipyniGGpnud uppbph wwwwiniGpn b Gpubg Ghpywd
wpwpnnoipjntGGpG n Otubpp hwdwju YJunwmjnnd &G prhunnwljjw b, pun
topjwG, thwy GG nuniGwufponh b wnhwuwpwly wyju) huniwjGphg noipu
quGynn npLk dEYh hunfwp?: Rwgh win, dntumpiwGwlwi whnnipyniGGph dhd
twup, (hGEny nunquhwywn, sh fupwjumunid wju ohuwljwpgqbphG Gihpywd
qpulwGnipjwl hpunwpwynidp, hGsh htinlaGpny hwéwu niywnpnipjniG sh
nupéynud donopuljwG otubph ot wywlnnypGiph nwnwGwuhpnipjuGp:
Upph wwpwwdniGph wju juwd wjG gpulopiwl nundGuuppnipyniGp dhd
ywplopnipyniG t GipywjugGnid ghwnipjwG dh pwGh ninpwnGhph’
wqquqpnipjw(, wunndnipjwd, YypnGughwnipjwG hwiwp, niunh wjuop Lu
swpn Guymd £ ¥Gw wpnhwlwG fuGrhp: ;

Lhpyuwywgynn wfuwnwlpG ninnywo tdnwunyiwGwlwb bpypGhpmyd
wibGhg wwywujwd b whpywd upph’ Mhgph? (WwpuhyGhph Ymn hgp,
poupptiph dmn 4pgpp, tqnhGhph L ppotiph dnwn opgp Gwph) wwzwwdniGph
nuunuiGuuppnipjwGp: hGywhu wpwpwliwG, wGubu b wpweunjnpuwuhwijwG
dntunydwG donnynipnGbph dYnwn Mhnph wwywmwiniGpp ninblgymd k
pwqiwpGnyp wpwpnquijwpgbpny ot dtubipm|, npnGp GmjGwhu hpkGg
Enpjunip juwywd GG ShGshupudwywG mbnuiwb (hpwGwlwa, pyoippuljwd,
wpwpwlw) hwjuwnwihpGlph htwn: OphGuily, YhehGwuhwlwG gptipt pnjnp
LplpGhpnwt hnnugnpowlwG wywGnniypp Juwupjwd kL vhnph Yepwwph htan:
dwywGwlywG k, np GwpuyhGod wju nbpp dhwyG@ wpwd k bnhy
mwpwowppwlnd  hwjnGh Bnpn-jt  *bhnwGhG¢, wwlwjG
huwduintunydwGulwG unipp k Ywpquptb ohnpp noipu £ dnb) GpuG: Swppbp
dnnnynipnGph Yo ghunwpybiny Mhogph wwywwdniGpp b w6
ohuwlunnwpnipynGGtpp, npnGp Gyhpywé b6 Gpw6, Yupbih b wpwGéGug by
Gpw hiGwlwG gnpdwnnypGhpp: pwbp LE.

w. poiuwlwGnipjwG kL hnnwgnpdnipjwG hnywGwynp?,
p- SwGwwwphnprGtph hnywGunnp,
q. wnpunnGtph b YpnGuwywzwnGhph hnywGwynps:

UG7n12wn w6 Gub wy) hwnfwbhyGp’ wyu juwd w6 dnnnypgh dnn
(hGswbu bppwnwuwpnGbph fuwd vhpwhwpGbph hoywGwynp, unnupbpnipjwG
hojwGunp), uwyuw)G upwlp nbnuwjhG wowGdGwhunynipyniG6hp bG6: U6
hwpghG, pb wpnynp ”uhnpp hujwitwlw6 wjwGnoypotd hip wnbnp quue htpwnu
wunywd k, pt Upwpwliwl wyluwphhG hwynGh t qupdby ShwiG hupunth
pGnniGnuihg htunn, L htnlwpwp wGghy djnw dnunydwG donnynpnGhph,
thwGywGwy ndjwp t wwinwupiwb ww): TyGhwjpwn kdh pw6, np wyuop wju
wwpqniGwl pywgnn wwywmwiniGpp dwjpwunhdws wwpwdud k
UntuniwGwlw6 tpypGipmd Lnbolu dwipudwet niundGwuhpoipywG wphp
niGh:
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Ujuwntin fuGnhp £ gpywo Geplwjwg it ywwnwiniiph nputinpmiGtp
nt wnwldGwbhwwmlmpymbGGtpp, winpunwuniw] Gpw hhdGwlwb
qnpdwnnypGhphG, nhwnwpybi uny6 wwnwdnGph wju fud w)b gpulnpnadp
Gwfu wpwpwiwl, wwyw Gl Unwewynp Uuhwjh wy; donmympnGkph dnw:
Upluwwnwlpmd oquuwugnpoyty GG dh zwupp mumibGwuhpmpymbGGbp, hGsubu
Gub uyqpGunp)mpGbp: Gwplnpwgn)6 wnpympGlph zwppmd Jupbith © G4
Ampwbp hp Sy GwpwlmpymGGtpny, m hwhuGtpp’
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THE IMAGE OF KHIDR IN THE NEAR-EASTERN BELIEFS

As in other monotheistic religions, in Islam too, apart from the beliefs and
ceremonies of the official church, there exist, on the level of folk beliefs, numerous saints
and rituals related with their worship. Oftentimes, these are the avatars of gods or spirits,
which existed before the advent of Islam, and then were adapted by the Muslims, be they
originally Christian, Judaic, or pagan. Very often, however, it is very difficult to trace the
origin of such saints in the previous religions. One of the reasons for this is that the
Orthodox Islam is not very much in favour of such expressions of religiosity, and hence,
many rituals and beliefs connected to a particular figure have remained exclusively the
domain of the private life of a given community, being thus very difficult to study for
people from outside.

The present work attempts to elucidate the image of Kbidrin the Near Eastern
folk beliefs and identify its main features common among all the peoples of the region.
The study of this figure has shown that they all share the most important features of this
saint; according to these, Kbidr is a) the patron of agriculture and plants, b) the protector
of roads, and c) the protector of the poor and the pious. This suggests that the worship of
this saint must have a common origin in all these countries, having initially been, judging
from his functions, a pagan deity. However, the state of contemporary science does not
allew us so far to give a definitive answer to this question, leaving the problem of the

provenance of this cult still subject to further research.
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