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KNARIK AVAKIAN
Institute of History, NAS RA

THE ROLE OF STUDENTS AND YOUNG INTELLECTUALS IN
THE FORMATION OF THE
MODERN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY OF GERMANY
(According to the “Yearbook of the Union of the Armenian
Academicians’ of Germany. 2001-2002")

Summary

In the life of Diaspora communities the publication of
yearbooks has self-orgahizing and self-preserving function, as well
as historical and cultural important role and meaning.

The modern Armenian Community of Germany. which has
been reorganized as a result of migration processes of the last
decades, along with the general similarities with other European
Armenian communities, has its own, unique peculiarities, which
are closely related with the Armenian student life in Germany. The
Armenian students (more than 800 in number) are spread in over
200 higher educational institutions of Germany (Berlin, Bochum,
Munich, Frankfurt, Koln, Hamburg, Liibek, as well as Achen,
Fraiburg, Trier, Hanover, Marburg, etc.), enclosing approximately
from 20 to 25 people per university. Nowadays Armenian youth of
Germany present a multilevel entity with geographical (Iran, Syria,
Lebanon, Turkey, USA, France, Greece, Bulgaria, Iraq, as well as
post-Soviet countries, etc.) and socio-political variety and diverse
mentality. Subsequently, the mentioned above multiplicity is both
enriching the entire German-Armenian student and intellectual life,
at the same time hampering its joint organizational and cooperative
activities.

Our compatriot from Germany, young historian Asat
Ordoukhanian, driven with the purpose to preserve the national
identity in abroad. has published the presented volume: “Yearbook
of the Union of the Armenian Academicians’ of Germany. Jahrbuch
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des Armenisch-Akademischen Vereins — 1860 (2001-2002)"
(Yerevan, “Zangak-97,” 2002. ISBN 99930-2-529-1, 260 p. + viii).

In this bilingual (in Armenian and German) Yearbook the
author presents the general outline of the history and student life of
the Armenian Community of Germany, the effective educational,
academic, cultural, public, community nation-preserving activities
of the recently reopened “Union of the Armenian Academicians’ of
Germany-1860,” as well as objectively analyzes the Armenia-
Diaspora relations, the assimilation and acculturation processes that
are taking place particularly in the Armenian Community of
Germany and makes historico-political conclusions.
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