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555 Uppwihw, 3wjwunwd, Unppbpwa, Py nwphu, YpwunwG, InGwu-
wnwh, Unpnndw, NnushGhw, Mnuuwunwb, @ncpphw b NeypwhGu:

538 KopHunosuy C. I"., ToponbiruH A. B., PaasnTie MexrocyfapCTBEHHOM
uHTerpauyum 8 EBPA33C, PassuTune cotpyaHnyectea ¢ NAYEC. MNpobne-
Mbl coBpeMeHHo# akoHomuiku, N 3(11), CM6., 2004, c. 10-12.
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e e mwluu&ulzpzwfuu_,[lfl llul_,nl_ilnl_ﬂ_,nl_flfl muﬂuCnl[lr[nl_ buy -
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%7 Heinz Kramer, Changing Turkey: Challenges to the Europe and the United

States, New York, Brookings Institution, 2000, pp. 93-93.
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580 St'u Statement by Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian at the 11th Meeting of
Foreign Ministers of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, Yerevan, April 30,
1998. http://www.armeniaforeignministry.am/ 28.03.2006 p.:

%1 Sk'u Yalta Summit Declaration, Yalta, 5 June 1998.
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5 ££ UqquihG dnnnith 1998 p. ntijnkdpkiph 1-h L-303-1 npnznudp:
%63 Sk'u President Robert Kocharian's speech at the Baltic and Black Sea
Cooperation Summit September 11, 1999,
http://www.armeniaforeignministry.am/ 28.03.2006 p.:
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CONTRIBUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA TO THE
CREATION AND STRENGTHENING OF THE BLACK SEA
ECONOMIC COOPERATION
(1992-2003)

Sumary

The paper is an overview of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation formation and strengthening, as well as the role of the
Republic of Armenia in the development and transformation of this
unique regional structure.

After the collapse of the USSR, the Black Sea region needed a
new cooperation format. Despite numerous political problems and
military conflicts, all the states of the region were well aware of the
existence of issues that could not be resolved without regionwide
cooperation. The Black Sea Economic Cooperation initiative was
aimed at modifying the situation and creating a novel format of
regional cooperation.

Created originally as a regional conference, the BSEC
gradually acquired features of an international structure - finally
becoming an international regional organization.

The importance of Armenia’s membership to the BSEC has
been twofold: (i) a vehicle to seek economic cooperation with other
countries in the region, and (ii) a multilateral diplomacy framework
within which to establish a certain relationship with the Republics
of Azerbaijan and Turkey (which, indeed, has partially filled the
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aap arising out of the absence of any bilateral diplomacy between
Armenia. on the one hand, and either of these states, on the other).

The Republic of Armenia - as an active participant in the
BSEC - has always attached and continues to attach great
importance to the cooperation in this framework. Such commitment
was manifestly expressed during Armenia’s chairmanship of the
organization.

Even though official and academic circles often rightfully
criticize this organization for being passive, none of its participants
want to reject this unique format of regional cooperation, which
contains enormous potential for development.
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