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109 Hertopus aunnoman, 7. 1, M., 1959, c. 642.
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JhP JLé ll_bp [uunlmg[lfl uful.l[nu.,[l. a)lnuflu[nuj[l /3 ullump[nu.,['
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Quiulpuguw b, pr whuwlh, np Pulpbilllgllq.llLl’ileE Shncd t[lfl
dfiyn PPl Jpw bpphb. Jhnwé wmnwn»"", - gpncd £ U. Umlnu.—
[frbp: illlL‘Jil dpwdinn ffywdp bw whgnod b, Ph wibbplf bp
9‘1"1- Cllll.llula'[l l[bpzllil lllulp[lbpllLFJllLilE CuliblblllL n[uuumﬂ,
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" Mppnuyw 3., 26gpnilh wwwndnieynilp, b., 1969, ty 154:
"2Ywpniuwd U., 3wyiwlwh uinhpl L UgquihG UwhdwGwnpnipynilp
@nipphwjnud (1860-1910), @hdihu, 1912, tp 14:
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’l[l[nf[l uluunb[luuzlf[rg Shuin OquflJulfl ll‘"./"[""‘F./'"j'E
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Cuuunuunblnl_ [uful.[rnl_d' (1863 R)
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Unl_lﬁmfl U‘bzlul.[l uuuuzliil C[MMIMI[quuldtﬂ $hun (1854 ﬂ ognu-
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tlulb' Lnp llmflnfnuq.pnl_ﬂjnl.fl, v oyl usgu whgud §y hubabw-
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“HATT-i-HUMAYUN”OF 1856 AND THE NATIONAL
CONSTITUTION OF WESTERN ARMENIANS

Summary

The confrontation between the Russian Empire and Western
European states was based on the struggle among of the Great
Powers for the predominance in Western Asia. The Tsarist Russia
aimed at the establishment of its influence in Turkey. Britain and
France were also interested in the establishment of their political
and cconomic dominance in Turkey and Near East. The Russian
Empire was defeated in the Crimean War and after the conclusion
of the Treaty of Paris (1856) it lost its right to keep the Russian
navy in the Black Sea which had been declared neutral. Besides,
according to the 3™ Article of the Treaty the Armenian territories of
Kars and Ardahan conquered by Russian troops were returned to
the Ottoman Empire.

The Christians living in the Ottoman Empire were taken
under the protection of European states. Meanwhile, the European
states protected Turkey thus they became disinterested in the fate of
the Christian peoples which were the subjects of the Ottoman
Empire. At the same time, after the Crimean War European states
pressed Turkey financially and economically and the latter became
a dependant country.

On February 18. 1856 the Sultan Abdul Mejid | issued the
decree “Hatt-i- Humayun” under the pressure of Western European
states. It supposed some reforms providing several privileges for
non-Muslim, the Christian peoples living in the Ottoman Empire.
According to the Imperial Rescript of Tanzimat had been supposed
the protection of the persons, property and honour of the subjects of
the Ottoman Empire.
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In 1862 took place the Zeitun rebellion and thus the
Armenian liberation ideology was put into action on the real basis.

On March 17, 1863 the Ottoman government approved the
revised text of the National Constitution of Western Armenians.
Some changes were made in it: the members (deputies) of the
National Assembly had to be elected by the quarter councils instead
of esnaf (guilds)

The National Assembly was subject to the Ottoman
government. Consequently, there was no improvement in social
and political life of Western Armenians who lived in conditions of
famine and migration, violence and impoverishment. Anyhow, the
National Constitution’s political resonance had been unexpected
for the Turkish government. The Constitution deepened the
national self-consciousness of Western Armenians and became a
support for aspirations of the national determination.
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