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Summary

The Russian imperial government always considered
Transcaucasia from point of view of its colonial policy. On the one
hand, the Tsarist politicians put national-liberation movements into
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service of their interests and. on the other hand. carried out administrative
divisions without taking into consideration ethnic factor.

After the Russian-Persian wars the Russian government created
administrative-economic conditions (serving its own interests) for the
peoples of Transcaucasia. Meanwhile, in the course of time the
demographic structure of the Armenian population underwent some
changes. These changes involved also the territory of the Armenian Lori
region.
The settlement in Lori by the Armenians arriving from Western
Armenia, Javakhk and Artsakh constituted a part of the Tsarist
government’s policy. It is obvious that Russia along with military means
realized also the demographic policy to reinforce its presence in the
Transcaucasian regions. The Tsarist officials aiming at reconstruction and
resettlement of the conquered territories greatly applied the immigration
policy without taking into consideration the will of the Christian
population. It resulted in undesirable demographic changes full of
conflict aftereffects. The immigration policy of the Russian Empire
concerning the Armenians has been misunderstood and misinterpreted in
the Georgian historiography and media.

The Armenian socio-political figures understood that the solution
of the liberation movement of the Armenian people was connected with
the foreign policy of the Russian Empire which, in its turn. was
interrelated with the latter’s interests and their realization in every given
geopolitical situation. Consequently the Armenian socio-political figures
had to adapt their demands to the aims of the foreign policy of the
Russian Empire.

It is well known that the Russian Empire established its
governing and administrative divisions in the new conquered territories
which enabled the Tsarist government to conduct a flexible policy from
point of view of facilitating the colonial governance. One of the methods
of such policy was firing of national conflicts which had disastrous
consequences for the Armenian population.
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