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wuypfy 10) §pnfupinwling "‘luufl[l plrwhpsubppt bphp g
wqunnby & Swplbph qgagh dunpy™: Uyp Spndwpnwhp sbp mnw-
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¥ Stip-Udtinhuywh U., Lwnhp 2whh wpawywGpGhpp, tp 37:

*# Upwlg Swhwwwindh Swuhl wbu 2jnignp Upniphl, Mwindnipynil
Pwhiwq Ann, «UwnbGunwpwbh ghw. Gjnepbiph dnnnywénws, 1941,
shy 1, tp 127:

“ Wn wpwywlph Swuhl nbu Myxammag-Kasum, Moxos Haaup-waxa B
WMHauo, M., 1961; Kuwmuwes C., Moxoabl Haaup-waxa B Fepam, KaH-
narap, MHauo u cobbimus B Mepcuu nocae ero cmepmu, Tudpauc, 1889
c. 179-211.

% Innywpuwlh pGwaghpb nu anwubpkG pwnqdiwlnipynilp inbkiu ApyHosa
M., dupman Haaup-waxa, Cosemckoe BocmokoBeaeHue, 1958, N 2, c.
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waxa, «SknkYwaghp hwu. qhw.», 1956, phy 10, tp 95:
54 «Upwpuwuwn», 1888, phe U, tp 32-33:
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* Pwdpdh, Gad. wyhu., ty 451; UntuwybbwG 3., Nwpwpwnh Gnuiwsdwd
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'NhywG, V, Ungutfu, tp 149:
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ARTAK MAGHALYAN
Institute of History, NAS RA

THE CAUSE OF THE EXECUTION OF
MELIK-MIRZABEK OF YVARANDA

Summary

The princes (meliks) of Artsakh were completely
independent in their internal governance. At the same time they
were responsible for the collection of the state taxes and their

' Pwpnipyw d., PpwGh wwwndnpyniG, 6., 2005, kp 149:
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payment to the Shah treasury. According to a special decision of
the Persian court. any melik who escaped the annual tax payment to
the Shah treasury would be considered as a rebel. Anyhow, th.ere
was a case of not paying taxes in the history of the Artsakh meliks.
In 1730-1736 the sovereign of the region of Varanda in Artsakh
Melik-Huseyn refused to pay taxes taking advantage of troubled
times caused by the Turkic-Persian wars. As follows from the
epitaph of his gravestone, he was considered a heroic person by his
contemporaries.

The article is devoted to the research of such a case described in
the manuscript N7429 of the Matenadaran. It helps to understand the
circumstances of the cause of the execution of Melik-Mirzabek, the
prince of Varanda in Artsakh. It is written in the manuscript: “Melik-
Mirzabek has rebelled against Nadir and is not paying taxes.”

The state taxation became heavier after 1742 when Nadir Shah
conquered the Middle East and marched against Dagestan. According to
historic sources taxes and tributes enormously increased. Especially it
became unbearable during the last years of the rule of Nadir Shah.
Perhaps, just at that time Melik-Mirzabek refused to fulfill his duties of
paying taxes, because he learnt about miserable state of his subjects. His
disobedience was considered as a rebellion by the Persian court.

Thus, on the background of such an event, the manuscript's
information about the execution of Melik-Mirzabek becomes
understandable. Nadir Shah had invited Melik-Mirzabek to the Persian
court under the pardoning pretext, but the Armenian prince couldn’t
escape the execution. According to the manuscript, ten executioners
attacked and killed him by strangling with a rope (1744).

Before execution Nadir Shah said: “He is from the clan of the
Shiroyens.™ Sheroye or Kavad Il led the plot against his father - Khosrov
Parvez whom the conspirators forcibly dethroned and killed (February
29, 628). Kavad Sheroye, for his bloody cruelty, had been known as a
notorious ruler in the history of the eastern countries. Naturally, Melik-
Mirzabek, who was of the Armenian Dopyan family origin, had no
relation to the clan of the Shiroyens. Nadir Shah used that expression in
order to accuse Melik-Mirzabek in infidelity and disobedience.
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It is possible to conclude that Melik-Mirzabek, following the
example of his predecessor Melik-Huseyn. didn’t pay taxes to the Shah
treasury and consequently Nadir Shah executed him.
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