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THE PROBLEM OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE ANCIENT
ARMENIAN STATEHOOD

Summary

The 3™ and 2™ millennia of the history of the countries of
Western Asia werc marked by the forination and development of
the statc systems 1n thc Armeman Highiand and Mcsopotanna. This
process was accclerated by the neccssity of protection from the
attacks of thc ncighbouring tribes. Thercfore, 1t resulted 1n
centialization of the political and ecconomic power around the cities
and towns which activated the cmergence of the statehood.

The process of formation of thc Armenian statehood 1s
attested by the archcological data, the Hittite and Assynan and
other cunerform nscriptions and carly medieval Armenian sourccs,
particularly, “The History of Arincnia” by Movses Khorcnatsi.

According to the Hittite sourccs, the Armcmian statc
formation, the Kingdom of Haasa (the cnd of the 15" -13™
centurics BC) included the territory of the hasin of the Tchorokh
River (rcaching the shores of the Black Seca), the Upper Euphrates
and thc valley of Aratsani (thc Eastern Euphrates). Later the
Assynan sourccs niention the country-name of Haiasa in the form
of the country-name of Nairl.

The Armeman royal dynasty during centuries distributed
the rcgions of thec Armeman Highland among the progenies of the
royal family forming princely houses. Movses Khorenatsi
prescrved the Armenmian toponymics which testify that Armemans
had bcen the natives of different regions of the Highland and they
had theirr Armeman local princes. Therefore, in the course of tiine
they accepted peacefully the rule of the representatives of the royal
family, which resulted 1n the formation of the nakharar (princely)
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systen. The names of the Haikid generations mentioned by Movses
Khorcnatsi are 1dentified with the names of the nakharar families.

According to the opimnion of the article’s author, all royal
princes becanic nakharar-princes. It occured through the clection of
the best ones and 1t 1s attested by the cunciform sourees of the
period of the Kingdom of Harasa. Its royal princes were appomnted
in different regions of the Kingdom wherc their ancestors ruled
sinee ancient times. Thus the whole structure of the ancient
Armenian statchood system was bascd on the abonigmal kinship.
Thus fact 1s reflectcd in “The History of Armenia” by Movses
Khorcnatsi.

The author of the article supposes that the administrative
units whieh had been ruled by the local Armeman rulers accepted
voluntarly the rule of the represcntatives of the Armeman royal
family 1 order to protect more safely their land. This policy was
ammed at the guarantceing of the Armemian state’s unity.
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