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Introduction

The desire to impose a certain view of a problem on the audience is observed
today in almost all spheres of communication, including the media. The
accumulation of new investigative data in recent years has allowed the realization
to be made that media is a specific channel of information which not only sends
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out to its audience messages about significant events in the world, but also distorts
the perception of what happened, as well as controls public opinion, using various
techniques of manipulation. The present article is meant to unveil the untrue
nature of the Azerbaijani considerations and comments on the Karabakh conflict
and the war of 2020. The object of study in this research is, mildly speaking, the
inaccuracy and fallacy of the Azerbaijani mass media article based on the
journalistic “highlights” of the recent war unleashed against Nagorno-Karabakh
and its Armenian population. In the centre of our investigative interest lies the
guestion of manipulation and the variety of manipulative tactics employed in the
discourse of the politically oriented field of mass-media.

It is already an established fact that language is a code, which can be shared,
allowing people to communicate with one another, explain their ideas and speak
out their opinions. When used in communication, it is usually meant to satisfy this
or that purpose the communicators have in mind. It is beyond doubt that in the
sending out of information, one can do it either directly and explicitly or
indirectly, i.e. implicitly, through adding hidden meanings to the actual spoken
message. This latter manner of speaking is intensively exercised particularly in the
field of politics with the aim of influencing the perception of the audience and, as
a rule, misleading them. This is identified as manipulation: a linguistic or
behavioral trick in which the speaker uses language in such a way as to abuse
people through a rearrangement of facts. This is achieved by employing certain
manipulative tactics and techniques, which make the speech more persuasive and
convincing. However, this does not mean to say that manipulative strategies and
tactics are implemented in speech through the application of specific linguistic
units, but rather due to their relationship to the manipulator’s aims and motives.
The use of seemingly rational means for making the impression of being objective
and reasonable helps the manipulator conceal certain points of view and keep
them away from fair hearing.

Our investigation regards the manipulation of facts, when the latter as well as
the history as a whole originate from the speaker’s own subjective standpoint and
desires to delude readers. Our observations show that the author of the presented
facts and ideas tries to achieve his goals by eliminating large portions of
information and short-changing the entirety of the story through the employment
of such manipulative techniques as blaming the opponent; distorting reality and
the truth; restructuring the information to their own good even if it is a lie.
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Especially in politics, reality swirls around a vortex of manipulation, which political
circles apply rather beneficially and cunningly, thus managing to draw a larger
audience to their side.

Purpose of the Study, Methodology and Material

This paper goes along the lines of a larger research project which was started
back in 2015 and was aimed at studying anti-Armenian propaganda discourse in
English. Proceeding from our observations and conclusions achieved in our prior
research, we focus in the present paper on the study of the media article “Report
on Threats and Pressure on Journalists Covering the Armenian Azerbaijani
Conflict Presented” which presents the official standpoint of the government of
Azerbaijan, written by its mouthpiece, the head of Azerbaijan Journalists' Network
Public Union Ayaz Mirzayev. The target of the research is the verbal and non-
verbal expression of the atrocious disposition and behaviour of the writer who,
following the line of the policy of the Azerbaijani government, strives to create an
extremely negative and unacceptable image of Armenia as a terrorist state in the
eyes of the international community. The overall analysis of the Mirzayev article
requires the employment of different linguistic and non-linguistic methods
(description, argumentation, linguostylistic analysis and discourse observations) to
bring out the manipulation of the story and the facts distorted by the Azerbaijani
side.

The Historical Background of the Conflict

True is the statement that the past is a vital resource. We believe it is first
and foremost a resource of facts about reality which however can be and
unfortunately are manipulated to support the political ends of the manipulators.
Thus, it is not difficult at all to identify all the claims announced by Azerbaijan as
nothing but untrue, distorted and preposterous statements. The historical fact,
regarding the fabrication of Azerbaijan as a State for political reasons in 1918 is
obvious and cannot be disputed. Azerbaijan became a state on May 28, 1918,
though Baku remained in the hands of a communist government, assisted by local
Armenian militaries, who had put down a Muslim revolt in March. Being unable to
go against Armenians alone, the Azerbaijanis allied with the advancing Turkish
army and in September 1918 took their capital, Baku, by massacring the

1 Sb'u https://en.azvision.az/news/134983/news. html
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Armenians?. The Azerbaijani journalist neglects the recorded fact that they are a
mixed race from different ethnic groups® who did not have a native country as
they were nomadic tribes converted by the conquering races. Lastly and most
importantly, history is the purest proof to whom those territories belonged. This is
testified to by Pavel P. Shafirov, a distinguished Russian diplomat, who back in
1733 defined the region: “...Armenia Minor which is now called Armenian
Seghnakhs; all those lands are populated by brave Armenian Christians, who have
defended themselves with their own forces against both the Turks and the
Persians for [the last] several years”*. There is also Jonas Hanway’s testimony
which refers to those autonomous areas of Karabakh and Kapan as “a kind of
republic”, thus adding to the de facto recognition of those territories as
independent®. Strabo in his “Geography” mentions Armenians and their
territories more than once. According to him, Armenia neighbored Albania and
Iberia. When we look at the map, we can see how large the territory of Armenia
had been while the present Azerbaijani territory belonged to the Albanians®.

Robert H. Hewsen "Armenia: A
Historical Atlas".
The University of Chicago Press,
2001, p. 34.

Karabakh (Artsakh) has existed since the 5" century BC, when local dynastic
princes, known as nakharars formed the hierarchy, asserted power and gave

2 SHu Independent Azerbaijan. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/place/
Azerbaijan/Russian- suzerainty

3 Sb'u Azerbaijani people. Retrieved 27.05.2021 from https://www.britannica.com/
topic/Azerbaijani-people

4 Aivazyan 1997, 18-19. Retrieved from http://hayq.org/upload/files/Armenian_ Rebellion_
ENG.pdf

5 Hanway 1754, 252. Retrieved from https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.334330
66631619& view= lup&seq=274

6 Jones (ed.) 1924. Retrieved from http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?
doc=Perseus: abo:tlg,0099,001:11#note42; Harutyunyan 2016, 13-35. Retrieved from
http://publishing.ysu.am/files/Babken_Harutyunyan_2016.pdf
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strength to the Armenian society. Due to the location of Karabakh (Artsakh) in the
Kingdom, the province maintained a strong identity and presence throughout the
region. From this period until the 1760s, it remained the base and foundation of
Christianity and Armenia’.

This brief review of the history of Artsakh is intended to remind the readers
of the deep roots of Karabakh-Armenians in that location from the early ages.

The Claims of the Azerbaijani Journalist

In the aforementioned article the author manipulates with the story, history
and reality, concerning the issue of Karabakh overall and the recent conflict’s
context. According to the author’s claims which in fact reflect the disposition of
the Azerbaijani government, the Armenian lobby has threatened the international
media, supposedly exposing an Armenia’s policy of aggression directed towards
those who do not meet its interests. But has the author ever discerned the
guestion what the Armenian interests are?® Has he taken the trouble of
acquainting himself with what has long been documented by Strabo, Hilbschmann
and others® who expand at authoritative length on the geographical and historical
background of Karabakh as part of Armenia? The author of the article seems to
be unaware of the fact that the conflict of Karabakh has never been a conflict of
territory. One wonders if it is genetically impossible for a race of nhomadic origin
to understand what Motherland is — a land that birthed your ancestors, a land that
retains your culture and cultural traditions.

Even a cursory reading of the text of the article reveals that the author
obviously oversteps the boundaries of morality, calling the Armenians aggressors
and the State of Armenia itself, a terrorist, with no hesitation in presenting the
aggressive attacks of Azerbaijan against Armenia as just and justifiable.

The claim of targeting and threatening public activists, politicians and the
media is utterly baseless with no validity behind what the author writes. He must

7 St'u Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh): Historical and Geographical Perspective. Retrieved
from http://www.nkrusa.org/countryprofile/history.shtml?fbclid=IwAR1DsQ-CoWwfollI6L5wtNu
KOtra-XSsLX1xtgQF021cDP93rotnyWG7MLk

8 Sk'u Republic of Artsakh: the history and the present. Retrieved 18.05.2021 from https://
www.president. am/ru/Artsakh-nkr/

® Nahapetyan 2018, pp. 85-114; Hubschmann 1904. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1515
/9783111641393; wnb'u uwl History of the East. The East in the Middle Ages, 2002. Retrieved
13.04.2021 from https://book.ivran.ru/f/istoriya-vostoka-tom-2-vostok-v-srednie-veka-2002.pdf
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have conveniently dismissed the numerous Azerbaijani cases of oppressive actions
taken against representatives of independent media long before and during the
war. We know from different sources that the authoritarian rulers of Azerbaijan
previously and currently continue to employ all kinds of threats and violence
towards independent media, both national and international. As an example we
could refer the author to the reports of the foundation Justice for Journalists!©
which call attention to the variety of attacks against media in Azerbaijan. Among
1,464 cases of attacks including physical violence in Central Asia and Azerbaijan
against professional journalists, bloggers and other media, Azerbaijan takes a
leading place with its 26 incidents in the course of one year (2019). The report of
the foundation unveils and analyses those cases, classifying them into three basic
categories: attacks that endanger life, health and liberty, i.e. physical, non-physical
and/or cyber-attacks and threats and attacks via judicial or economic means.
Azerbaijan can take pride in practising all three categories. According to the
report, in the period from 2017 to 2019, there have also been brutal beatings of
journalists held in custody, kidnappings and deportations to their home country.

In 2016, Freedom House! issued a statement, concerning threats from the
Azerbaijani government towards Sevinc Osmangizi, who lives in the US. As cpj.org
states'?, Sevinc Osmangjizi was reported to be engaged in some kind of activities
against Azerbaijan, which led the Azerbaijani government to threaten her and her
family. CPJ also states that Azerbaijan harassed the journalist and even threatened
to reveal intimate pictures of her to the public if she did not stop her TV show and
apologize.

Azerbaijan’s deteriorating media and the abuse of freedom of speech has
also been referred to in an article by Freedom House, where Elmar Huseynov’s
death is mentioned as an example of impunity for violence in Azerbaijan. This
article not only gives the name of Elmar Huseynov as a victim of the Azerbaijani

10 SK'u A report: attacks on journalists, bloggers and media workers in central Asia and
Azerbaijan/Justice for journalists, 14..04.2020. Retrieved 10.04.2021 from https:/jfj.fund/ cen-
tral-asia-azerbaijan-report-eng

1 Azerbaijan: Death Threats to Journalists / Freedom House, October 4, 2016. Retrieved
from https://freedomhouse.org/article/azerbaijan-death-threats-journalists

2Azerbaijani Journalist Sevinc Osmangizi Faces Harassment, Threats to Leak Intimate
Photos / CPJ, Committee to Protect Journalists (2019). Retrieved 03.12.2020 from
https://cpj.org/2019/05/azerbaijani-journalist-sevinc-osmangizi-faces-hara/
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ruling circles, but also publicizes a whole list of names of the journalists harassed
and abused by the Azerbaijani government!*

Another media reporter, Latif Mammadov, provided a testimony to the OC
media'* about the threat and physical abuse he received from the Azerbaijani
Security Service officers as he was an anti-war activist. He received threats from
Azerbaijani officers who claimed they would kill him together with his family if he
did not stop his online activity against the government.

These reports from the Azerbaijani independent media are evidence of the
violence, aggressive and brutal nature of the government policy against freedom
of speech, probably borrowed from Turkey (see the infamous Article 301 of the
Turkish Penal Code®). The Azerbaijani authorities do not tolerate any opinion,
idea or judgment, which goes against their government, thus affirming the
totalitarian aspect and approach of the officials. They threaten, abuse, punish and
execute every individual who gives voice to the unfair, unjust and dictatorial
nature of the Government, as proven in the aforementioned articles and reports.
Thus, the use of the word-combination Azerbaijan’s just position in the discourse
is an obviously deliberate introduction of a “logical fallacy”*¢, which violates the
logic of the argument. It is in fact, an assertion of a lie presented by the
manipulation of the lexical-semantic unit just aimed to trick people into reading
and interpreting the discourse in favour of the ideas pushed forward by the
author®’.

The misleading Azerbaijani assertion of Armenia being the aggressor in the
war does not allow us to overlook the obvious fact of February 19, 2004, long
before the recent war, when the Armenian 26-year-old Gurgen Margaryan, who

3 Sh'u Journalists Killed in 2005 - Motive Confirmed: Elmar Huseynov, January 2006,
where the story of the thoroughly pre-planned death of an independent journalist in Azerbaijan
is presented // Refworld, Committee to Protect Journalists (January 2006). Retrieved Retrieved
03.12.2020 from https//www.refworld.org/docid/4e6495d730.html

4 Azerbaijani Security Services ‘threatened to kill' activist and family // OC Media,
November 16, 2020. Retrieved 04.12.2020 from https://oc-media.org/azerbaijani-security-
services-threatened-to-kill-activist-and-family

5 Gasparyan et al 2019, pp. 54-89.

6 Business Communication for Success // Saylor Foundation (2019). Retrieved from
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/textbooks/Business%20Communication
%20for%20Success.pdf

7 Khudhair 2013, pp. 1-14.
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was participating in the NATO-sponsored programme “Partnership for Peace” in
Budapest, was hacked to death while asleep by the Azerbaijani Army Lieutenant
Ramil Safarov. The latter was not only released after his transfer from Hungary to
Azerbaijan but also glorified and promoted as a National Hero of Azerbaijan!®. Can
this ever be justified? Does this not contradict the logical reasoning of facts with
the sole aim of supporting the violence and aggression fostered by the state policy
of Azerbaijan?

The article continues with another statement turned upside down by the
journalist who states that it was the Armenian armed forces who breached the
ceasefire on September 27, 2020 using heavy artillery, thus committing a military
provocation.

This statement is obviously nothing but a simple manipulation of facts and
reality. However hard he may try to employ his manipulative tactics of reversing
the facts!® and blaming the opponent?® through casting discredit on the Armenian
side, he cannot succeed in turning reality upside down. Albeit he tends to rely on
the “communicative blindness” of his audience?, he cannot achieve his goal, for
there are hundreds of tools to check the truthfulness of his unfounded
announcements meant to manipulate and mislead the perception of the
international community and provoke anti-Armenian hysteria in the world. It is not
only immoral but also politically superfluous to issue such statements when
everybody is well aware of the true nature of events, particularly as this statement
cannot stand up to the requirements of elementary logical reasoning. The
Armenian side could not have provoked this war; the people of Karabakh had
already won some of their native lands back in 1994 and were happily engaged in
exercising democracy and freedom in their country. So, they could not have been
interested in a new war. It might have been honest for the head of Azerbaijan
Journalists' Network Public Union to confess that it was the turmoil of Neo-
Ottomanism - which never leaves Erdogan and now Aliev too, alone - that
provoked this war by Aliev and Erdogan in tandem, in order to come as close as

8 Azeri killer Ramil Safarov: Concern over Armenian anger. // BBC, 3 September 2012.
Retrieved 12.04.2021 from https:// www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-19463968

9 Unkelbach 2007, 219-230. doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.33.1.219

20 D’Errico & Poggi 2012, 460-476. Retrieved from https://link.springer.com/article/
10.1007/s12559-012-9175-y

2 Bityanova 2001.
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possible to the accomplishment of their geopolitical revisionism??> under the
pretext of establishing stability in the region. The claim regarding the Azerbaijani
provocation of the war, officially uttered by the French President Emmanuel
Macron in a news conference during his visit to Latvia?® was not accidental.

As Reuters reports, in llham Aliyev’s words, the latter was not even planning
to put an end to his military actions before Armenian forces were withdrawn from
the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh?*. Besides, the ceasefire agreed to in the United
States on October 26 was also breached by Azerbaijan. However the
announcement made by Azerbaijjan MOD on twitter claimed: “Despite the
announcement of a new humanitarian ceasefire regime since October 26 at
08:00, the Armenian armed forces again grossly violated the agreement.”
Strangely enough, the information about the ceasefire agreed to on October 26
was posted on October 25 at 9:02 PM by Azerbaijan MOD and shortly afterwards,
the twit was removed and re-posted on October 26 at 12:18 AM (see the screens
below)?.

o= ]
- Nage o The screens are retrieved from a Facebook
page.
0 o
e+ 0
¢

2 Azadian January 7, 2021. Retrieved 24.05.2021 from https://mirrorspectator.com/
2021/01/07/challenges-for-armenias-survival-in-a-new-geostrategic-configuration/

2 French President Emmanuel Macron blames Azerbaijan for starting conflict with
Armenia. // Anadolu Ajansi, September 30, 2020. Retrieved 20.05.2021 from
https://eurasiantimes.com/french-president-emmanuel-macron-blames-azerbaijan-for-starting-
conflict-with-armenia/

2 Bagirova, Hovhannisyan October 4, 2020. Retrieved 24.05.2021 from
https://www.reuters.com/article/ armenia-azerbaijan-idUSKBN26P098

% Retrieved 20.04.2021 from_https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=3280401265342656
&set=pcb.3280401342009315
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This is a proof that the information about the ceasefire is just a fragment of
the Azerbaijani manipulative strategy of putting the blame on others and
victimizing themselves intentionally. Moreover, when the author announced that
the Armenian armed forces launched an attack on residential settlements in
Gyanja, he deliberately left out an important portion of factual information that
had preceded the undesirable event, which was the warning of the President of
Karabakh who called on the people of Azerbaijan to leave Gyanja and the
surrounding towns as soon as possible, because he couldn’t stand aside and watch
his native land leveled to the ground?6. Thus the responsibility for the situation lay
on the military-political authorities of Azerbaijan.

Human Rights Columbia?” published an article about the large-scale war
against Karabakh unleashed by Azerbaijan, supported by Turkey, Syrian
jihadists?®, and heavy artillery and missiles from Israel?®. The participation of
Syrian jihadists in the war was also testified to by the Arab news which reported
the French President’s strong denouncement of the provocative statements from
Turkey3® which was doing everything in its power to prolong the war and satisfy
its insatiable thirst for Armenian blood.

Thus, it can be assumed that the Azerbaijani trait of shrugging the
responsibility from its shoulders, shared with their Turkish brothers is quite well
known to the international community. Ayaz Mirzayev’s false statement about the
violation of the ceasefire by the Armenian side, in fact, attempts to vilify the
Armenians and create a negative image of Armenia. Through intentional
falsification of real facts and implementation of the manipulative technique of

% Retrieved 04.10.2020 from https://www.facebook.com/ArayikHarutyunian/posts/
616555875708456

2 Gulesserian & Phillips 2020. Retrieved 20.05.2021 from_https://www.humanrightsco
lumbia.org/news/media-war-azerbaijan-and-turkey-against-armenia-and-nagorno-karabakh

2 Khadder, Tuysuz & Lister 2020. Retrieved 22.05.2021 from https:/edition.
cnn.com/2020/10/01/iddleeast/azerbaijan-armenia-syrian-rebels-intl/index.html

29 Reports indicated Azerbaijan used the LORA missile, which was invented in Israel. Cf.
Frantzman 2020. Retrieved from_https://www.jpost.com/international/missile-war-of-the-cities-
in-armenia-and-azerbaijan-escalates-analysis-644526

30 Cf. Armenia-Azerbaijan clashes rage as Macron denounces ‘jihadist’ deployment. June
08, 2021. Retrieved 03.02.2021 from https://www.arabnews.com/node/1743121/world; Cf. also
Armenia-Azerbaijan fighting rages as Macron says Turkey crossed ‘red line'. Retrieved
03.02.2021 from https://www.france24.com/en/20201002-armenia-azerbaijan-fighting-rages-as-
macron-says-turkey-crossed-red-line
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blaming the opponent®, the author tries to mask the aggressive intents of
Azerbaijani state policy and achieve the realization of his persuasive strategies.

The reporter intentionally leaves out the fact that the Azerbaijani side
bombed a maternity hospital in Stepanakert, rather far from the conflict zone and
the military bases, though according to the Geneva Convention (Article 19, p.
176)%2, it is considered a war crime if any of the sides shells a hospital without
warning unless expecting threatening acts from the hospital. Even if there were
wounded soldiers in the hospital, it does not give the enemy the privilege of
targeting it, as mentioned in the Convention. These inhumane behaviors and acts
are proof of Azerbaijan’s hatred towards the Armenian nation and its religion.
This is further evidence of their brutal, cruel, vicious and atrocious nature. They
stop at nothing and nobody; they bomb and shell anything without thought.

Another unpardonable act, targeting religion, culture and humanity at large
is the shelling of the Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in Shushi, which has long been an
indispensable spiritual and cultural component of the Christian traditions of the
Armenians in Karabakh and the Armenians in general. And of no less import is
the Azerbaijani political scientist Saadat Kadyrova’s justification of this horrendous
case, in her impudent attempt to compare the Christian Cathedral to a toilet,
particularly against the background of her vain and contradictory announcement
that Shushi is a “holy land for Azerbaijan”23. Folk wisdom is indeed very powerful
when it says: “Actions speak louder than words”.

Hence, one can conclude that spreading reversed information is body and
soul to Azerbaijani state policy. Even the facts of having attacked Nagorno-
Karabakh with white phosphorus munitions, setting the Karabakh forests on fire
and intentionally damaging both Armenian soldiers and civilians did not hold the
Azerbaijani journalist back from reversing reality and turning the facts upside
down. This seems outside logic and morality and confirms that in modern days

3! Simon 1996.

32 The Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, International Committee of the Red Cross,
Geneva, pp.153-221. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/docu ments/
atrocity-crimes/Doc.33_ GC-IV-EN.pdf

33 Political scientist Saadat Kadyrova justified the shelling of the Shushi Cathedral where
Russian journalists were wounded October 9, 2020. Retrieved 16.10.2020 from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xox3PTSROES
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political interests and moral positions are concepts from two opposite poles, for
cynical political considerations have utterly no relation with morality34.

The Realization of Manipulative Tactics through Linguistic Elements

It has long been established that an attitude towards a represented object of
discussion is accomplished through the choice and arrangement of linguistic
elements at large, first and foremost the lexical ones. The study of the article in
question reveals the use of a diversity of words and word-combinations based on
the negative value and aimed at demonizing the Armenians and Armenia, albeit
the “truthfulness” conveyed through those elements is far from being true.
Obviously, the abundant use of elements like policy of aggression, provocations of
the terrorist state, threats and pressure of Armenia, stifle freedom of speech,
military provocation against Azerbaijan, policy of illegal resettlement, destructive
actions of the Armenian government, launch a missile attack, banned weapons,
war crimes, etc. is quite openly and directly meant to persuade the international
community that Armenia’s behavior is completely unacceptable and can never be
pardoned. The author believes that denigrating Armenians and creating the image
of an Armenian in the most negative light will help him indirectly delineate the
portrait of a peaceful and civilized Azerbaijan and the patriotic but unjustly
victimized Azerbaijanis.

A close look into both the denotative and connotative meanings in the
semantic structure of the words included in the word-combinations mentioned
above helps to reveal connotations of disapproval, contempt, reproach,
disparagement, blame3® which create an obviously negative environment in the
discourse, expressing negative emotions and hostile attitudes. The derogatory
value of these linguistic units is meant to make a manipulative influence on the
perception of the reader and to present the image of Armenia in densely negative
colours.

Thus, all these combinations of words loaded with negative expressive-
emotional-evaluative overtones and based on the underlying concept of aggression
which the author seeks to impose on the Armenian side are particularly intensified
not only in the co-text of the given piece of condemning speech but also the

34 Cf. Auron 2003; Gasparyan 2014.
35 Kozhina et al. 2008.
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context of the war at large. It can be assumed that this aggression verbally
expressed in the speech of the Azerbaijani journalist is in fact “the mirrored
image” of his country’s blatant acts of physical aggression against Karabakh and
Armenia.

The arsenal of the author’s manipulative tactics is rich, and he doesn’t even
take the trouble to conceal it. He is rather direct and explicit in reversing the
facts, the situations, the behaviors, etc. However, one wonders if his attempt to
implement his manipulative strategy in the discourse can be considered
successful. Both his logical and ethical appeals fail, and it is doubtful that his
fabricated story can arouse the anticipated reactions and emotions in his readers.
The author’s strategy of persuasion and the intended manipulative effect is not
achieved because the content he proposes is deliberately and insensitively
falsified.

Conclusion

It is beyond doubt that the role of media is paramount in engaging audiences
and enhancing communication internationally. The creation of the objective
picture of reality is achieved through logical reasoning, though when the
speaker’s intention is to misrepresent reality to gain advantage in dishonest
political goals he may be carried away by his lies and turn everything upside
down, falsify facts and situations so obviously that the results attained will
contradict the established principle of covertly manipulating the reader’s ability of
logical reasoning, for as we know, effective manipulation becomes available when
the reader/hearer does not recognize the intentions of the speaker to influence
him.

This case-study, representing the Azerbaijani Journalists’ Network Public
Union head Ayaz Mirzayev's interpretation of the recent war between Azerbaijan
and Karabakh, reveals the variety of manipulative tactics and techniques
(reversion of reality, lying by omission of important facts, self-victimization,
blaming the opponent) implemented in his speech to support Azerbaijan’s desire
to realize their historically unsatisfied dream, instigated by Turkey, which tends to
gain the role of a great player in the geopolitical transformation of Transcaucasia.

The research shows that whatever intentional fabrications and reversions may
occur, particularly when they are not skillfully hidden, the expected effect will not
be successfully achieved.
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Jd6MhL TUMrUALISUL MUSEMrURU L. cucsMh
PULNRU

FuUUMUN3UL U., <U3NrumMss3uu 2.
Wdthnthnud
Pwbiwih punbp’ Stnhwnhulynipu, hwjwnppbowtwlwu hwwdwpunnieniu,

Qwpwpwnh (Upgwluh) hwpgp, dnwowhwpldwiu nwgdwywpniginiy, dunwswhwnp-
Yuihu dwpwmwywpnieiniu, wgnbgnieindu jJuwpwuh ypw, hwunbph wnuduwnnud:
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Wu Yud wju mbuwybitnp hwugbiwwmhpnop wywpunwnpbine dd tnwpwdnid
niutignn dhunnwdp wjuop wpnbtiu luwuntith £ hwnnpnwygnyejwu gpbipt pninp n-
[npunubpnud, win pYnWd’ pundwdhongubipnud, b bpohtu twphubiphtu hpwlw-
twgywd putwlwu nwunduwuppnyeiniuttiph wiprynwupubipp eny| GU wwihu Gu-
punnb], np [puwunydwdhongubipp nbinblwwnynejwu jnipophtiwy funnnuwy Gu:
THhwup wofuwphnd nbinh niubkignn bpwuwlwih hpwnwnanieiniuubph dwuht
wnbntlwwyniyginiu hwnnpnbing  hwuntipd'  Juwowhwpldwtu  (manipulation)
wnwppbin dtpnnutiph yhpwndwdp hwéwiu lubinwpnipnid Gu thnfuwtgynn inb-
nGywuwnyniewu pulwinwip, twywwnwlyunpdbing Ybpwhuybp hwuwpwlyuywu
Ywindhpp:

Unyu hnnuwsdp Ynsws £ pwgwhwjnbint nupwpwnuu hwywdwpunnie-
jwu b 2020 p. Lbnuwjhu NMwpwpwnh nt bpw hwy ptwlysnyejwu nbd uwtdw-
gtipdywd wgpbuhwjh ybpwpbnw) wnppowtuwywu puwgpnnuijwu dEluwpw-
unupniuubph wuhpwlwu nu hnphunyh punypp: Unwowhwplydwu b nwpw-
punye dnwiwhwplyuwiht dwpwnwyduwpneiniuubph Yhpwndwdp, wwwpryniu
swupbin tu gnpdwnpynud <wjwuwmwuh b hwy dnnnypnh hpp, wgptiuhyniejwt
qunwthwpp pwpngbint b pnipp-wnppbowuwlwu hpwlwu uypunnwiubpp pn-
nwnybnt hwdwn:

MOCNEOHAA APUAXCKASl BOWHA: CTONKHOBEHME
WHTEPECOB

FACTAPSIH C., AUPANETAH 3.

Pesiome

Kniouessbre cnosa: mepnagmckypc, apmAHo-asepbaiiixaHCKuii KOHANKT, Bom-
poc Apuaxa, CTpaTerva MaHUNYNALMK, MaHUNYIATUBHbIE TAKTUKW, BAMAHWE Ha ayauTO-

puto, UckaxkeHue haKToB.

HaBAsbiBaHWe onpefeneHHOro B3rAfa Ha Ty WK WHYIO Npobnemy ceroj-
HA HabnrojaeTcA MpaKkTUYECKM BO BCex cdepax KOMMYHWMKaLMW, B TOM YKCTE 1
B CMW. [laHHble npoBefeHHbIX 3a NOCNefHNE oAbl UCCNELOBaHUIA MO3BONAIOT
npegnonoutb, 4yto CMW — 3710 ocobblii KaHan MHdopMaL MK, KOTOPbIA MOMKET

HE TOJIbKO VIH(*)OpMVIpOBaTb O6LLI,eCTBeHHOCTb 0 3HaYUMbIX COObLITUAX B MUpe,
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HO W, WCKaMaA TOJIKOBaHUE 3TUX CODbITWI, KOHTpoNMpoBaTb ObLLECTBEHHOE
MHEHWEe NOCPEACTBOM PasINYHbIX MaHUMYAATUBHbBIX MPUEMOB.

HacToAllaa ctatba npecnepyet uenb NPeAcTaBUTh NIOKHbIE U3MbILLIEHUA
M KoMMeHTapum no Kapabaxckomy koHdMKTY u soitHe 2020 ropga, Hawepluve
mecTo B asepbaiigarHckux CMU. ObbekTom nccnefoBaHUA ABAAKOTCA HETOY-
HOCTb W OLUMBOYHOCTb (PaKTOB, OCHOBAHHbIX Ha MypPHANUCTCKOW MHTepnpeTa-
MU arpeccUBHOW BOWHbI, HelaBHO pasBA3aHHoW npotus HaropHoro Kapaba-
Xa U ero apmAHcKoro HaceneHua. Mcnonbsya pasnuyHble MaHWNYNATUBHbIE
TaKTWKK, asepbaiiKaHcKkue MaccMefma TLLETHO MbITaloTCA NponaraHaupoBaTthb
naeto arpeccun ApMEHUU 1 apMAHCKOrO Hapofa, CKPbiBad UCTUHHbIE TYpPeLKO-
asepbalifaHcKne ycTpemneHns.
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