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Introduction

The lragi-Armenian community is one of the prosperous and traditional
communities of the Middle East. The community life was formed by the refugees
who survived the Armenian Genocide!. According to the existing statistics up until
2003 the number of Iragi-Armenians made 20000 people? i.e. 250 families lived
in Basra and Mosul, 140 families in Zakho®, 110 families resided in Kirkuk while
60 families in Alzruk®.

According to other sources, the number of Iragi-Armenians approximated
22000-25000° of whom 15000-17000 resided in Baghdad, while the rest lived in

" Cnnywdp bbpliuywgdby £ 09.06.21, gpwfunudly £ 11.06.21, phinniidby b yruywgnniga-
Juwit 02.08.21:

! Cuyng wwwndneyniu, h. S, ghpp Gpypnpn, 332:

2 http://mwww.noravank.am/arm/seminar/detail. php?ELEMENT_ID=3827

3 In V. Minasian’s opinion, according to the 2012 statistics there were 127 families in
Zakho. See http://asbarez.com/arm/146717/, Linjtdptip 16, 2012, Snpp. Uhtwubwu Ybhniup,
«Swwnniy ubipnhp unthpnuwud hpwpwhwy qunnieh wwwndnyebwu».

4 «Bwnuwy», 2004, Lnlwnbdpbn 1:

5 http://asbarez.com/arm/119900/, «hpwph dke wwpnn hwbpnt phip gpbeb Yhunwws b,
10 8niunwwn 2012: SEu http://noravank.am/ arm/ articles/ detail. php? ELEMENT_ID=5038:
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Basra, Mosul, Kirkuk and in the northern bordering city of Zakho®. Before the
2003 war 21 Armenian families had settled in the city of Duhok’.

After Iraq’s conquest by the Allied forces in 2003, the country descended
into lawlessness as a result, not only the local community but also Armenian
community suffered. The existing political, economic and social crises along with
total absence of security forced the Iragi-Armenians to leave the country, settling
in the USA, Europe, Armenia, Middle East specifically in the Lebanon, Jordan and
Syria®. The head of the Iragi-Armenian eparchy, Archbishop Avag Asaturean
states: “In the aftermath of the 2003 War, Iraq experienced emigration on all
levels i.e. especially outflux of brain was noticeable. Iraqgi-Armenians as citizens of
Irag were forced to live in the same conditions, experiencing the horrors of
insecurity, terrorism and disentanglement of the country’s infrastructure. These
factors drove the lIragi-Armenians to migrate to Syria, Jordan and Western
countries.®”

According to the official data of the Syrian government, in 2003-2009 about
1200000 Iragi refugees found shelter in Syrial®. Not only the Syrian-Armenian
community but also the Syrian government willingly admitted the Iraqi refugees to
schools and hospitals, providing them with free medicine and treatment.

In 2003-2009 the number of Iragi-Armenians settled in Armenia made up
about 1000 Armenians. Nevertheless, according to the 2009 data, only 600 Iragi-
Armenians still live in their homeland, the rest having migrated to foreign

6 dwowjwtu Upwpu, hpwpwhw) hwdwjupp gnuwwhwywudwu fuunph wnwy, «%Hn-
pnw», Uqquiht wudunwugnipiniu, N6 (16), 2010, Ly 36: SE'u uwh http://noravank.am/arm/
articles/detail. php? ELEMENT_ID =5038:

" http://asbarez.com/arm/146717/, Lnjtdpbp 16, 2012, Snpe. 4bhniuh Uhuwubwl,
«Swwnniy ubipnhp unthpnuwud hpwpwhwy qunnieh wwwndnyebiwu»:

8 hpwpwhwy hwdwjupp 1915-1990 pdwlwuubpht (pun wpluhdwiht hwunweneb-
nh), 2018, 4:

9 http://ara-ashjian.blogspot.com/2008/10/blog-post.html.  Lwpgugpnig  hpwpwhuwy
(atidh Unwounpn Stipo. S. Uwwg Upp. Uuwwnnipbwuh hbwn, 7 <nlunbdpbp 2008.

10 https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=25399. However, according to the data intro-
duced by the United Nations High Commissioner for refugees, the number of the Iraqi refugees
was about 2600000. This was accounted for by the fact that the majority of the refugees were
not registered. See also https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=25399.
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countriest. According to the 2015 data, 4000 Iragi-Armenians settled in Canada
t00'2.

According to the data of January 10, 2012 introduced by Reverend. Masis
Shaninian pastor of the Armenian church in Duhok “15000-16000 Armenians still
live in Iragq.®” Some of them have settled in Syria, others consider moving to
Armenia, but the difficulties of finding accommodation and job deter them.!4”

According to the data of the Ministry of Diaspora of RA, the number of Iraqi-
Armenians having moved to Armenia also constitutes 600-700 Armenians'®.

Syrian-Armenians’ Assistance to their Iragi-Armenian Compatriots
Sheltered in Syria as a Result of Iraq War

In 2003 the Iragi-Armenian refugees started to flood into Aleppo, Damascus,
Qamishli, and other Syrian regions®. In 2005 thousands of Iragi refugees,
including the Iragi-Armenians found shelter in Syria'’. “Along with the Iraqis the
Iragi-Armenians found shelter on the safe Syrian soil.'® At the beginning the
community leaders and the Middle East Council of Churches provided
humanitarian aid (educational, charity). “However, all the aid was dependent on
the circumstances and thus, insufficient!®.” Subsequently driven by the necessity
to help their compatriots in a more organized way, each community formed
commissions responsible for providing refugee aid.

The National Authority and the Armenian Diocese of Perio under the auspice
of Bishop (subsequently Archbishop) Shahan Sarkisian in cooperation with the
Aleppo-Armenian charity and educational institutions provided aid to the lraqi-
Armenians. Nonetheless, the charity provided could not be sufficient to help the
refugees in need. Consequently, the head of the Armenian Diocese of Perio and

U «Quiudwuwpy», 2013, dhunpnuwup G

12 http://ragmamoul.net/hy/diaspora-news/2015/09/23:

B3 http://asbarez.com/arm/119900/, «hpwph dky wwpnn hwybpne ghip gpbiel; Yhunuwud b»:

4 «3wnwy», 2004, Lnljnbdpbn 1:

15 http://asbarez.com/arm/119900/, ibid.

16 «QuiuGwuwp», 2012, Uwjhu

7 Phphny <wyng 3tidh Ugquhu Unweunpnwpwuh Upfupe Abunwgunt AL UUUY,
hpwpwhw) qunpwlwutbpnt uuwdwwwpniebwu 25. Ognuwnnu. 2009 pnuwlhp twdwlyp
ninnnuwd Phiphny hwyng phdh Unweounpn S. Cwhwu U. Gwu. Uwpghubwuhu: SEu uwbt
«Swudwuwp», 2011, Sniunwup U.:

18 L3 UUU, ibid.

9 «QuiuGwuwp», 2012, Uwjhu
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National Authority decided to found the Trustee Committee of the lraqi-
Armenian Refugees. The Committee consisted of Reverend Datev Mikayelian
(senior priest at the Perio Diocese) and George Tufenkjian?® and Iragi-Armenian
representatives from National, Administrative, Religious and Political Councils at
the Diocese of Perio as well as Reverend Vazken Azizian and Parsegh
Parseghian?. The Iragi- Armenian youth joined the committee to help make the
list of the Iragi-Armenians, who had settled in Aleppo. Their number
approximately constituted 300%? families. The committee contacted with the
responsible bodies in Jazira and Latakia, recording the names and the data*® of
the Iragi-Armenian families who had found shelter in those regions.

In 2006 the activities aimed at providing aid to the Iragi-Armenian families
sheltered in Syria acquired a larger scale. The Diocese and the Trustee
Committee of the Iragi-Armenian Refugees provided a friendly support in the
form of medication, financial, educational and psychological aid to the lraqi-
Armenians, settled in Aleppo and other regions. “Each month supplies, medical
equipment, household appliances and other necessary items were sent to the
Iragi-Armenian refugees?*”. According to the head of the central administrative
body of the Iragi-Armenian community Baruyr Hagopian, from 2003 up to the
beginning of 2007 the number of Iragi-Armenian refugees didn’t surpass 3000.
“Not more than 1000 (the more accurate number will be 750) Iraqi-Armenians
have settled in Armenia. The number of Iragi-Armenians, having settled in Syria
(Aleppo, Damascus) is more considerable (1000-1500)%5".

The charity, the medical centre at the Syrian-Armenian Red Cross (head
quartered in Aleppo) offered medical assistance to the Iragi-Armenians in need of

0 «Fuudwuwp», 2011, Sniunwup U.:

2 The board of the committee changed later, consisting of the following members: Rev.
Datev (senior priest at the Perio Diocese) Mikayelian (chairman), George Tufenkjian (city
council), Raffi Garabedian, Vache Haroutionian, Boghos Gedigian, Vartan Changulian, Parsegh
Parseghian all of whom came from Iraq. P<fe- UUU, «hpwpwhw) qunpwlwuubpnt punhw-
unip ypdwlh nbnblwaghp», wupnuwiyhn:

2 «Quiudwuwip», 2011, Sniunwwp U.:

3 pLfe UUU, hpwpwhwy qunpwlywutbpnt ulwdwunwpwywt jwuduwlundph 25
Ognuunnu 2009 pnwwyhp bwdwynp:

2 «Quiudwuwin», 2011, Sniunwwn U.:

25 http://www.noravank.am/arm/seminar/detail. php?ELEMENT_ID=3827. «hpwpwhuwj hw-
duwjupp' dwpunwhpwybpubphu punwnwe:
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help: “...financial aid was provided to those who need to take expensive
medications or undergo constant medical check-ups?¢”. The Trustee Committee of
the center offered food and furniture, as well as jobs to the unemployed?’.

National and private Armenian schools and colleges admitted the Iraqi-
Armenian children by a special decree. As of 2008 110 Iragi-Armenian students
continued their education at the Armenian colleges of Aleppo. The Iragi-Armenian
students received scholarships by World Orthodox Council of Churches?® in which
Armenian Church had membership?®. The regional board of the Syrian-Armenian
Red Cross granted aid to a large number of underprivileged Iragi-Armenian
students, studying at Syrian colleges, nursery schools, elementary schools and
Karen Jeppe college not only in the form of scholarships, but also school uniforms
stationery and so on°”.

In May, 2007 the Iragi-Armenian priest Reverend Vazken Azizian left®.

In October, 2008 the Iragi-Armenian Ladies’ Charity Institution was formed.
The institution aided by the Refugee Trustee Committee on weekly basis®? offered
free meals to the people present at the gatherings. The Trustee Committee visited
the needy families on various occasions, “trying to offer them help”33. The
Trustee Committee of the Iragi-Armenian Refugees along with the Iragi-Armenian
Ladies’ Charity Institution organized monthly supplies distribution provided by the
English humanitarian foundation “Barnabas”®*. According to the lists of the
Committee, from the beginning of the war up to August 2009 about 200 Iraqi-
Armenian families (about 550 people)® settled in Aleppo. While as of October

%6 Uniphwhwy Oqunipbwtu fuwsh Tpowuwhu Ywpsniegbiwtu wpfuht /jGnwund U0k
cd U/, Skntlwghp' «bpwpwhuwibpnt odwunwyniehiu», phpe L:

21 UOku c4 U, ibid.

8 Pl UUU, Sknblywghp «hpwpwhwy qunpwlwuubpne punhwung yh6wyh dw-
uhu», wupniwyhp:

2 «Quwudwuwp», 2011, Sniunwup U.: S'u uwbi AL UUU, 4 Ognuwnnu 2009 pnwwlhp
uwdwyp:

30 UOhu cu U, ibid.

3 Pl UUU, hpwpwhw) qunpwlwuubpne fulwdwunwpwlywt jwuduwlundph 25
Ognuwnnu 2009 pnuwlhp bwdwyp:

32 The Trustee Committee of the Iragi-Armenian Refugees had weekly meeting with the
Iragi-Armenian families, seeing them every Wednesday.

3 PLfa UUU, 4 Ognuwnnu 2009 pniwlhp uwdwlp:

3 P UUU, ibid.

3% P UUU, ibid.
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2009 there were 180 families (about 500 individuals)3®. According to the data of
2010, the number of refugees made up 150 families (about 400 people®).
According to the “Kantsasar” weekly3® there were 140 Iragi-Armenian families in
Aleppo approximately, constituting 400 people. These families lived in straitened
circumstances. The Trustee Committee of the Refugees continued its activities of
humanitarian aid, providing the Iragi-Armenians with food supplies®® on monthly
basis.

But for the Iragi-Armenian refugees, the chaldean community also settled in
Aleppo. “After the Chaldean the Iragi-Armenians make up the second largest
refugee community, having settled in Aleppo.*°”

In 2009-2010 120 students continued their education at Armenian colleges
of Aleppo and neighboring regions. The Council of Orthodox Churches* again
granted scholarships, while from 2005 until 2010 only 75 students*? studied.

The Iragi-Armenian refugees started going back to normal life, however they
were sure to encounter difficulties, especially due to the insufficient command of
the Armenian language. The majority of the Iragi-Armenian children did not know
the Armenian language well enough. Driven by the necessity, a special day was
assigned to teach the Iragi-Armenian children the Armenian language with a
special program?“s.

It should be noted that all the Iragi-Armenian refugees settled in Aleppo
turned to the UN Refugee Agency, requesting to get a permission to move to
another country. According to the archival data, from 2005 up until 2010 about

% PLfa UUU, hpwpwhw) qunpwlwutbpne utwdwnwpulwt jwuduwfundph 22
Lnlywnbdpbp 2009 penwwyhp twdwyp:

37 L3 UUU, 8 Lnjbdpbip 2010 enwwlhp uwdwlp:

38 «Quwudwuwn», 2011, Sniunwwn U.:

3 pLfa UUU, 8 Linykidptip 2009 eniwlhp twdwlp:

40 pLra UUU, 25 Ognuinnu 2009 eniwlhp twdwyn:

4 RLfe UUU, 22 <nlynbdptp 2009 eniwyhp bwdwyp:

42 «Fwudwuwp», 2011, Sncunwn U.:

43 Each Saturday the board of the administrators of Karen Jeppe national college together
with several dedicated and patriotic teachers taught one-hour classes of the Armenian language
to the Iragi-Armenian students of different age groups. The classes were desighed to improve
their knowledge of Armenian. The author of the present article also participated in those clas-
Ses.
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1000 Iragi-Armenian families migrated to Aleppo, “who moved to Western
countries through the UN mediation, being given the refugee status**”.

After 2003 many Iragi-Armenians turned to Khachig Djanoian — the head of
the Iragi-Armenian Family Union in Los Angeles, asking him to give them an
opportunity to move to the USA from 2005 up until 2007 the Iragi-Armenian
Family Union of Los Angeles succeeded in moving 135 Armenians from lIraq to
Armenia through Aleppo®. “With the financial aid of the Iragi-Armenian Family
Union the Iragi-Armenians were taken to Aleppo, where in a week’s time they got
an entrance visa to Armenia and soon landed in Yerevant”.

The number of Iragi-Armenians having left Aleppo was covered by new
refugees who reached Aleppo in 2011. The number of registered students in the
academic year 2011-2012 was 80, while at the end of the year this figure was
reduced to 55%. This testifies to the fact that many Iragi-Armenian families left
Syria.

In 2011-2012 the number of the Iragi-Armenian refugees in Aleppo made up
about 100 families, while the number of the Iragi-Armenians studying at Armenian
colleges of Aleppo made 35 students*e.

As a result of the raging war in Syria in 2011 and especially after 2012 when
the horrors of the war reached Aleppo, the number of the Iragi-Armenians
gradually decreased.

In 2016 all the Iragi-Armenians sheltered in Aleppo already migrated*°.

The Trustee Committee of the Iragi-Armenian Refugees of Aleppo existed up
to 2016%°. After 2016 the Committee was renamed Relief Committee® functioning
under the auspices of the Armenian Apostolic Church, this time helping the needy
Aleppo-Armenians.

4 «Fwudwuwp», 2011, Sniunwup U.:

4 «Linp Op», 2017, Ognuwnnu 10:

46 http://archive3.ankakh.com/article/75061/nyergaghthi-myets-ashkhatange-pvoqrgagha
parnyerye-yev-ashkhatangnyerye-krna-tsnund-arrnyel-yev-ptughnyer-tal

47 L3 UUU, 13 Sniuhu 2011 pnuwyhp twdwyp:

48 Lo UUU, 20 Mhlinbidpbp 2011 enwwlihp bwdwl:

49 We discussed the issue with Reverend Datev Mikayelian (senior priest at the Perio
Diocese). The meeting took place on January 22, 2019 at the Church of Holy Mother in Aleppo.

%0 |bid.
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Conclusion

After Irag's conquest by the Allied forces in 2003, the country experienced
instability and insecurity which made both local and Christian communities face a
new imperative. In order to avoid horrors of terrorism and devastated, sharttered
infrastructures some of the community members settled in the north of the
country, while others preferred to migrate to Syria, Jordan and Western
countries.

Christian community leaders, the Council of Churches in the Middle East and
the Syrian state provided humanitarian aid to the Iragis and Iragi-Armenians. At
the Armenian diocese of Perio the Trustee Committee of the Iraqi-Armenian
Refugees was formed by the representatives of the Aleppo-Armenian and Iraqi-
Armenian communities. The main objective of the Committee consisted in
assisting the refugees in their medical, educational and economic struggles.
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MOOOEPXKKA CUPUIACKUMMN APMAHAMUN UPAKCKUX
APMSIH, HALLEOLIMX YBEMMULLLE B CUPUU B PE3YJIbTATE
MPAKCKOI BOIHbI 2003 TOJA

PULLEHKHAH A.

Pesiome

Knroyesbie cnosa. Cupua, apmaHckana enapxua Bepun, MNoneuntenbckuii coset
MpaKCKUX apMAHCKMX ummurpaHToB, Cotoz npasocnaBHbIX LepkBeid, ymaHWTapHbIii
cpoHg MNapHanac, Cupmiicko-apmanckuin kpect nomoiuu, CoseT Lepkbeil Boctoka.

Oxkynauma Wpaka mexrocygapcteeHHbimm cunamm B 2003 rofy npusena K
HecTabunbHOCTH, cTaB yrposoii 4na besonacHocTn cTpaHbl. [locnegHee BblaBU-
HYNO PAL WM3HEHHO BaMHbIX 3afay Kak Mepef, MecTHbIMW, Tak U XpUCTUaH-
ckummn obmHamu. Jlingepbl xpuctuanckoit obwmHbl, CoBeT uepkBeid banmHe-
ro Boctoka u npaeutenscteo Cupun okasanu rymaHuWTapHyto MOMOLLb MpaK-
uam M UpaKkckMm apmAHam, Hawepwnm yoexuwe B Cupun. B apmanckoli
enapxun bepun 6bin cospaH [loneuntenbckuii coBeT apMAHCKUX rpamiaH
Anenno u npefcTaBUTENE UPAKCKOIN apMAHCKOW OBLLMHBI, OCHOBHOW LENbIO
KOTOporo 6b11o oKasaHue MOMOLLUM U YAOBNETBOPEHNE MELULMUHCKUX, obpaso-
BaTesNbHbIX U 3KOHOMUYECKUX HYMK T, OeXeHL,EB.
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