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Introduction 

The Iraqi-Armenian community is one of the prosperous and traditional 

communities of the Middle East. The community life was formed by the refugees 

who survived the Armenian Genocide1. According to the existing statistics up until 

2003 the number of Iraqi-Armenians made 20000 people2 i.e. 250 families lived 

in Basra and Mosul, 140 families in Zakho3, 110 families resided in Kirkuk while 

60 families in Alzruk4.  

According to other sources, the number of Iraqi-Armenians approximated 

22000 250005 of whom 15000 17000 resided in Baghdad, while the rest lived in 

                                                   
*    09.06.21,   11.06.21,   -

 02.08.21: 
1 . .  
2 http://www.noravank.am/arm/seminar/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3827 
3 , according to the 2012 statistics there were 127 families in 

Zakho. See . 

 
4  
5 

 



 The Syrian- -Armenians Sheltered in Syria...  

80 

 

Basra, Mosul, Kirkuk and in the northern bordering city of Zakho6. Before the 

2003 war 21 Armenian families had settled in the city of Duhok7.  

st by the Allied forces in 2003, the country descended 

into lawlessness as a result, not only the local community but also Armenian 

community suffered. The existing political, economic and social crises along with 

total absence of security forced the Iraqi-Armenians to leave the country, settling 

in the USA, Europe, Armenia, Middle East specifically in the Lebanon, Jordan and 

Syria8. The head of the Iraqi-Armenian eparchy, Archbishop Avag Asaturean 

igration on all 

levels i.e. especially outflux of brain was noticeable. Iraqi-Armenians as citizens of 

Iraq were forced to live in the same conditions, experiencing the horrors of 

hese 

factors drove the Iraqi-Armenians to migrate to Syria, Jordan and Western 

countries.9  

According to the official data of the Syrian government, in 2003 2009 about 

1200000 Iraqi refugees found shelter in Syria10. Not only the Syrian-Armenian 

community but also the Syrian government willingly admitted the Iraqi refugees to 

schools and hospitals, providing them with free medicine and treatment.  

In 2003-2009 the number of Iraqi-Armenians settled in Armenia made up 

about 1000 Armenians. Nevertheless, according to the 2009 data, only 600 Iraqi-

Armenians still live in their homeland, the rest having migrated to foreign 

                                                   
6 -

N http://noravank.am/arm/ 

 
7 . 

 
8 - -

 
9 http://ara-ashjian.blogspot.com/2008/10/blog-post.html.   

  . .  .  , 7  2008. 
10 https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=25399. However, according to the data intro-

duced by the United Nations High Commissioner for refugees, the number of the Iraqi refugees 

was about 2600000. This was accounted for by the fact that the majority of the refugees were 

not registered. See also https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=25399. 
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countries11. According to the 2015 data, 4000 Iraqi-Armenians settled in Canada 

too12.  

According to the data of January 10, 2012 introduced by Reverend. Masis 

-16000 Armenians still 

live in Iraq.13 , others consider moving to 

Armenia, but the difficulties of finding accommodation and job deter them.14  

According to the data of the Ministry of Diaspora of RA, the number of Iraqi- 

Armenians having moved to Armenia also constitutes 600 700 Armenians15. 

Syrian- -Armenian Compatriots 

Sheltered in Syria as a Result of Iraq War  

In 2003 the Iraqi-Armenian refugees started to flood into Aleppo, Damascus, 

Qamishli, and other Syrian regions16. In 2005 thousands of Iraqi refugees, 

including the Iraqi-Armenians found shelter in Syria17 the 

Iraqi-Armenians found shelter on the safe Syrian soil.18 At the beginning the 

community leaders and the Middle East Council of Churches provided 

humanitarian aid (edu , all the aid was dependent on 

the circumstances and thus, insufficient19 ven by the necessity 

to help their compatriots in a more organized way, each community formed 

commissions responsible for providing refugee aid.  

The National Authority and the Armenian Diocese of Perio under the auspice 

of Bishop (subsequently Archbishop) Shahan Sarkisian in cooperation with the 

Aleppo-Armenian charity and educational institutions provided aid to the Iraqi-

Armenians. Nonetheless, the charity provided could not be sufficient to help the 

refugees in need. Consequently, the head of the Armenian Diocese of Perio and 

                                                   
11 « », 2013,  .: 
12 http://ragmamoul.net/hy/diaspora-news/2015/09/23  
13 http://asbarez.com/arm/119900/, : 
14 « », 2004,  1  
15 http://asbarez.com/arm/119900/, ibid. 
16 « », 2012,  .  
17       /   /, 

   25. . 2009   

     ․  . .    

« », 2011,  .: 
18  , ibid. 
19 « », 2012,  .  



 The Syrian- -Armenians Sheltered in Syria...  

82 

 

National Authority decided to found the Trustee Committee of the Iraqi-

Armenian Refugees. The Committee consisted of Reverend Datev Mikayelian 

(senior priest at the Perio Diocese) and George Tufenkjian20 and Iraqi-Armenian 

representatives from National, Administrative, Religious and Political Councils at 

the Diocese of Perio as well as Reverend Vazken Azizian and Parsegh 

Parseghian21. The Iraqi- Armenian youth joined the committee to help make the 

list of the Iraqi-Armenians, who had settled in Aleppo. Their number 

approximately constituted 30022 families. The committee contacted with the 

responsible bodies in Jazira and Latakia, recording the names and the data23 of 

the Iraqi-Armenian families who had found shelter in those regions.  

In 2006 the activities aimed at providing aid to the Iraqi-Armenian families 

sheltered in Syria acquired a larger scale. The Diocese and the Trustee 

Committee of the Iraqi-Armenian Refugees provided a friendly support in the 

form of medication, financial, educational and psychological aid to the Iraqi-

equipment, household appliances and other necessary items were sent to the 

Iraqi-Armenian refugees24 . According to the head of the central administrative 

body of the Iraqi-Armenian community Baruyr Hagopian, from 2003 up to the 

beginning of 2007 the number of Iraqi-

-Armenians 

have settled in Armenia. The number of Iraqi-Armenians, having settled in Syria 

(Aleppo, Damascus) is more considerable (1000 1500)25 . 

The charity, the medical centre at the Syrian-Armenian Red Cross (head 

quartered in Aleppo) offered medical assistance to the Iraqi-Armenians in need of 

                                                   
20 « », 2011,  .  
21 The board of the committee changed later, consisting of the following members: Rev. 

Datev (senior priest at the Perio Diocese) Mikayelian (chairman), George Tufenkjian (city 

council), Raffi Garabedian, Vache Haroutionian, Boghos Gedigian, Vartan Changulian, Parsegh 

Parseghian all of whom came from Iraq. -

 
22 « », 2011,  .  
23  ,     25 

 2009   
24 « », 2011,  .  
25 http://www.noravank.am/arm/seminar/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3827․ «  -

   



 Fishenkjian A.    

83 

 

medications or undergo constant medical check-ups26 . The Trustee Committee of 

the center offered food and furniture, as well as jobs to the unemployed27.  

National and private Armenian schools and colleges admitted the Iraqi-

Armenian children by a special decree. As of 2008 110 Iraqi-Armenian students 

continued their education at the Armenian colleges of Aleppo. The Iraqi-Armenian 

students received scholarships by World Orthodox Council of Churches28 in which 

Armenian Church had membership29. The regional board of the Syrian-Armenian 

Red Cross granted aid to a large number of underprivileged Iraqi-Armenian 

students, studying at Syrian colleges, nursery schools, elementary schools and 

Karen Jeppe college not only in the form of scholarships, but also school uniforms 

stationery and so on30 .  

In May, 2007 the Iraqi-Armenian priest Reverend Vazken Azizian left31.  

In October, 2008 the Iraqi- n was formed. 

The institution aided by the Refugee Trustee Committee on weekly basis32 offered 

free meals to the people present at the gatherings. The Trustee Committee visited 
33. The 

Trustee Committee of the Iraqi-Armenian Refugees along with the Iraqi-Armenian 

Barnab 34. According to the lists of the 

Committee, from the beginning of the war up to August 2009 about 200 Iraqi-

Armenian families (about 550 people)35 settled in Aleppo. While as of October 

                                                   
26       /   

/,  «  »,  1  
27  , ibid. 
28  ,  «     -

»,  
29 « », 2011,  ․     , 4  2009  

 
30  
31  ,     25 

 2009  : 
32 The Trustee Committee of the Iraqi-Armenian Refugees had weekly meeting with the 

Iraqi-Armenian families, seeing them every Wednesday.  
33  , 4  2009   
34  , ibid. 
35  , ibid. 
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2009 there were 180 families (about 500 individuals)36. According to the data of 

2010, the number of refugees made up 150 families (about 400 people37). 

According to the  weekly38 there were 140 Iraqi-Armenian families in 

Aleppo approximately, constituting 400 people. These families lived in straitened 

circumstances. The Trustee Committee of the Refugees continued its activities of 

humanitarian aid, providing the Iraqi-Armenians with food supplies39 on monthly 

basis.  

But for the Iraqi-Armenian refugees, the chaldean community also settled in 

Chaldean the Iraqi-Armenians make up the second largest 

refugee community, having settled in Aleppo.40  

In 2009 2010 120 students continued their education at Armenian colleges 

of Aleppo and neighboring regions. The Council of Orthodox Churches41 again 

granted scholarships, while from 2005 until 2010 only 75 students42 studied.  

The Iraqi-Armenian refugees started going back to normal life, however they 

were sure to encounter difficulties, especially due to the insufficient command of 

the Armenian language. The majority of the Iraqi-Armenian children did not know 

the Armenian language well enough. Driven by the necessity, a special day was 

assigned to teach the Iraqi-Armenian children the Armenian language with a 

special program43.  

It should be noted that all the Iraqi-Armenian refugees settled in Aleppo 

turned to the UN Refugee Agency, requesting to get a permission to move to 

another country. According to the archival data, from 2005 up until 2010 about 

                                                   
36  ,     22 

 2009   
37  , 8  2010   
38 « », 2011,  .  
39  , 8  2009   
40  
41  , 22  2009   
42 « », 2011,  .  
43 Each Saturday the board of the administrators of Karen Jeppe national college together 

with several dedicated and patriotic teachers taught one-hour classes of the Armenian language 

to the Iraqi-Armenian students of different age groups. The classes were designed to improve 

their knowledge of Armenian. The author of the present article also participated in those clas-

ses.  
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1000 Iraqi-

countries through the UN mediation, being given the refugee status44 .  

After 2003 many Iraqi-Armenians turned to Khachig Djanoian  the head of 

the Iraqi-Armenian Family Union in Los Angeles, asking him to give them an 

opportunity to move to the USA from 2005 up until 2007 the Iraqi-Armenian 

Family Union of Los Angeles succeeded in moving 135 Armenians from Iraq to 

Armenia through Aleppo45 -Armenian Family 

Union the Iraqi-Armenians were taken to Aleppo, where in a week  they got 

an entrance visa to Armenia and soon landed in Yerevan46 .  

The number of Iraqi-Armenians having left Aleppo was covered by new 

refugees who reached Aleppo in 2011. The number of registered students in the 

academic year 2011 2012 was 80, while at the end of the year this figure was 

reduced to 5547. This testifies to the fact that many Iraqi-Armenian families left 

Syria.  

In 2011 2012 the number of the Iraqi-Armenian refugees in Aleppo made up 

about 100 families, while the number of the Iraqi-Armenians studying at Armenian 

colleges of Aleppo made 35 students48. 

As a result of the raging war in Syria in 2011 and especially after 2012 when 

the horrors of the war reached Aleppo, the number of the Iraqi-Armenians 

gradually decreased.  

In 2016 all the Iraqi-Armenians sheltered in Aleppo already migrated49.  

The Trustee Committee of the Iraqi-Armenian Refugees of Aleppo existed up 

to 201650. After 2016 the Committee was renamed Relief Committee51 functioning 

under the auspices of the Armenian Apostolic Church, this time helping the needy 

Aleppo-Armenians.  

                                                   
44 « », 2011,  .  
45 «  », 2017,  10   
46 http://archive3.ankakh.com/article/75061/nyergaghthi-myets-ashkhatanqe-pvoqrgagha 

parnyerye-yev-ashkhatanqnyerye-krna-tsnund-arrnyel-yev-ptughnyer-tal  

47  , 13  2011   
48  , 20  2011   
49 We discussed the issue with Reverend Datev Mikayelian (senior priest at the Perio 

Diocese). The meeting took place on January 22, 2019 at the Church of Holy Mother in Aleppo. 
50 Ibid.  
51 Ibid.  
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Conclusion  

After Iraq's conquest by the Allied forces in 2003, the country experienced 

instability and insecurity which made both local and Christian communities face a 

new imperative. In order to avoid horrors of terrorism and devastated, sharttered 

infrastructures some of the community members settled in the north of the 

country, while others preferred to migrate to Syria, Jordan and Western 

countries. 

Christian community leaders, the Council of Churches in the Middle East and 

the Syrian state provided humanitarian aid to the Iraqis and Iraqi-Armenians. At 

the Armenian diocese of Perio the Trustee Committee of the Iraqi-Armenian 

Refugees was formed by the representatives of the Aleppo-Armenian and Iraqi-

Armenian communities. The main objective of the Committee consisted in 

assisting the refugees in their medical, educational and economic struggles.  
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