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L. My attention was first attracted to Ar-

::::l l:‘: ds:'d;;?rfi c; ]::E:lt': mtlolc:;l:'otain a_more exact
Commentary on th [5):_1!011 i bt
this it hY : e' latess's'rarl. For
led aving atfained a sufficient know-
» ge of _II:‘le Old Armenian language to attempl the
3 z:-:‘;, ‘1! ;:c:ed the Mechitarist Monastery at St. Laz-
Y i ; in the summer of 1803, As the heat was
exceptionally great that year, making daily fransit

p the island very exhausting the monks were kind
pugh to make me their guest, a favour, as I was
told, never before granted fo an Englishman, I exa-
mined the two MSS. of the Commentary, and fully
collated one of them (cod. B). The resulis of this
work were placed at the disposal of Dr. Hamlyn
A Hill, _who printed them in his work entitled ,The
~ earliest Life of Christ, being the Diatessaron of
Tatian”, in the year 18094; and again, with slight
~ corrections, in his ,Dissertation on the Gospel Com-
~ menfary of S{. Ephraim the Syrian”, in 1896. At
~ this period I was a fellow of Christ's College, and
' orrisian Professor of Divinity in the University
Cambridge.
My study of the Armenian New Testament
me into a controversy with my very good
d, Mr. F. C. Coxyprare, whose knowledge
the Armenian language and liferature was vasily
perior to my own but whose criticism was often
sty and unsatisfying. In a volume of the Cam-
pe Texts and Studies, entitled ,FEutha-
na”, 1 endeavoured in 1895 to show that the Ar-
senian Vulgate of the Gospels certainly, and of the
Yauline Epistles probably, had as its base an Old
¢ version, which had been amended with the
of Oreek MSS. Mr. CONYBEARE generously
csed his acceptance of my view, which has
pmmended itself to other scholars.

- After I had become Dean of Westminster
' in 1902, my interests led me info other
of study; but, when I retired to the less
» duties of the Deanery of Wells in 1911,
d a larger leisure, and in 1920 1 ventured on
anslation of the newly discovered Armenian
jon of the Apostolic Preaching of St. Irenaeus
s IV and V) for the Novum Testamen-
S [renaei (Sanday and Surner), which
b sheg in 1923.

J. A. ROBINSON
Wells, Sommerset.
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jon | made a special study of Armenian,
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but, owing fo other claims on my time, was unable
to prosecute this study further.

During these years, however, 1 found the
knowledge of Armenian invaluable, when editing
the Greek text of ,The Testaments of the XII Pa-
triarchs” from nine Greek MSS. together with the
variants of the Armenian and Slavonic Versions
and some Hebrew fragments (Oxford University
Press, 1008).

.The Testaments” contains the noblest Fx-
pression of Jewish Ethics before the Christian
Era, nol excluding the Old Testament.

Before European Scholars hecame acquain-
ted with {he Armenian Version, it was, with a few
dissentient voices, maintained that ,The Tesia-
ments” was a Christian work. Without the Arme-
pian Version it could not have been proned con-
clusively that it was, with the exception of some
Christian interpolations, of Jewish origin. It was
my good fortune to gel access to two Armenian
MSS. which I collated, and to secure photographs
of a third, and collations of six others. Since the
best of these MSS. were in the main free from
Christian inferpolations, 1 was enabled by their
means fo establish the Jewish Origin of ,The Te-
staments” and also their date at the close of the
second Cent. B. C.

R. H. Cuarces, D. D. D. Liit
Canon, Archdeacon of Westminster.

3. When 1 began to study Armenian in En-
gland with books and some help from our greal
scholar Dr. F. C. Coxvneare, whose kininess !
shall never forget, | understood its importance for
Biblical and Patristic literary criticism.

But it remained for me a dead language, easy
to analyse for anyone familiar with Greek, but dif-
ficult fo assimilate.

1 almost despaired of making progress ofr
continuing the work of Dr. CoNYBEARE aiter his
death, during years of solitary and much interup-
ted study. Now however, that 1 have been in con-
tact with the Armenian colony in Bucharest, 1 have
found a fresh interest in Armenology, particularly
through the kind help of Bishop Husik in reading
texts with me and in explaining the Armenian
point of view. I begin to appreciate the vital force
and inextinguishable genius of the Armenian
people throughout the ages, struggling against
enormous odds for its very existence. | begin 10
appreciate its distinctive contribution to humanity

in religion, culture and politics. Such a record is






