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SUMMARY

. The article deals with the social and economic causes of migration
flows in recent years, designed from Armenia, in particular, in the Republic
of Belarus. Based on official census data conducted since 1926 to present
time, concludes that there are the reduction of the population of the
Republic of Armenia for the past quarter of a century. The article
concludes, that the Belarusian vector of Armenian migration to a large
extent depends from the existence in the Republic of Belarus a large enough
and well-organized Armenian Diaspora.

Key words:Armenian migration, causes, trends, Diaspora, Armenians
of Belarus.
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Neoliberalism came to Armenia with a vengeance in the aftermath of
the 1991 independence of the nation from the former Soviet Union. The
leading role in the transition from socialism to capitalism was played by
forces that promoted globalization and privatization to denationalize and
privatize state-owned enterprises that once led the industrialization drive
in Armenia and other former republics of the Soviet Union.

Neoliberal Globalization: Myth and Reality
Much has been made of neoliberal globalization and its favorable
impact on nations around the world. Some argue that globalization and its
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corollary neoliberalism. privatization. and the spread of capitalist practices
that have been exported to less developed nations are supposed to help
them develop, and that the agents of this unfolding process is foreign
capital through the instrumentality of transnational corporations. The
prevailing myth, therefore, identifies the transnationals as the engines of
development dedicated to the growth and expansion of economies with
much benefits to the local population, leading to rising standard of living.
The mythology of globalization also identifies the transnational
corporations as the leading agents of free enterprise, free trade, and private
accumulation of capital that will supposedly lead to prosperity for all. This
big fallacy follows on the heels of neoliberal trickle-down economics that
supposedly brings about development to otherwise cash-poor and debt-
ridden economies and states that are stranded in the golden path to
capitalist development that only foreign corporations can provide, and
whose intentions are noble and whose mission and very existence are to
contribute to the rapid development of underdeveloped countries. And the
myth goes on and on.

The historical reality of nations that have become integrated into the
global economy and have adopted the globalization process to hand over
the reins of economic power to the transnationals know that just the
opposite is true. That the transnational corporations are not charity
organizations, that they are private corporations with a central driving
motive forces of making profit — the bottom line, as they say- And that the
profit motive, not national development, is the central defining
characteristic of private corporations operating on a world scale. AForeign
capital is invested to generate a greater return on investment (profit) for the
Private accumulation of capital, not to meet the needs of its people. They
are in business to make money, not to develop a nation if that's going to
cost them money! The unbridled self- interest of the corporations and their
owners in this process of neoliberal globalization based on the exploitation
of labor and other resources, is the sin qua none of modern global
Capitalism.

The reality of neoliberal globalization, however, is something entirely
different than the rosy picture painted by its proponents. It has, in fact,
ruined economies by bankrupting home industries, indebted nations,
bankrupted home industries, promoted corruption, and spread misery and
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destitution among broad segments of the population. Thus, under this
process, the wealthy owners of transnational corporations have won and
the not so fortunate (the worker) has paid a big price, not only him or
herself, but for their nation.

Neoliberal Globalization Comes to Armenia

The period of transition in Armenia over the past 25 years witnessed
the greatest transfer of wealth from the public to the private sector, when a
handful of foreign corporations and local oligarchs came to own the
commanding heights of the Armenian economy to transform Armenia from
a socialist to a capitalist economy controlled by a new group of pro-
capitalist political leaders that put Armenia’s economic wealth on the
auction block to sell off the nation’s resources to local and foreign capital
whose sole interest has been to extract value and accumulate capital for
private gain. Many other instances of such transfer of wealth from the
public domain to the private sphere over time have translated into
enormous riches to the few and misery to the many in this great “free and
independent” land that had promised much but delivered little to the
ordinary, common citizens who toiled to build this nation over many
decades of collective labor in giant industria] plants that fed and clothed its
people. But no more.

Now, having become integrated into the global political economy and
the neoliberal globalization process, Armenia finds itself in the claws of
global capitalism that has transformed its economy and society through its
internal agents of private accumulation with much wealth for the fev% and
hard work and much struggle to stay alive for the many. Why? Why did
it have to evolve this way in the aftermath of the fen;or ofy the
independence movement that many thought would bring prosperity to all
but in fact did so to only a few who were well Positioned to capture thé
:zlin;n O:;:'lt::z ,;‘;,‘;,er to unfold the drama that is the life story of the masses

One can write these lines only with disappointment ang sorrow in
knowing what this young nation of less than three million, together with
its brothers and sisters in Artsakh and diaspora could have b'ecoﬁ)e over the
past two and a half decades, and which still coulq become under a
committed people’s leadership working for the well-being of a nation
traumatized not only by past crimes committed by its hostile neighbors, but
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now by its very own select few who value personal wealth over colledtive
prosperity for a set of common national goals to make this country a model
democratic republic based on the rule of law that values its national
treasures, above all its people toiling in the Ararat valley and the
surrounding fertile territory in its once-productive and prosperous factories
and mills that have gathered rust and turned into a museum of failed
economies of scale and a national will that had made Armenia the envy of
its foes over the course of its formative history.

Where Do We Go from Here? Prospects for the Future

What will it take to turn things around and bring prosperity to the
economy and people of this small landlocked nation? What role will its
state play in leading the effort to reward those who toil for her people and
make the Armenian dream a collective reality? What policies and practices
will the state need to promulgate to energize its masses to take up the tasks
to confront the challenges that await them to transform the economy,
society, and the state, and revolutionize society and social relations to rid
the nation of corruption, personal enrichment, and political repression of
those who are ready to struggle for social justice through an equitable
distribution of wealth and resources of the nation? What policies and
provisions will be required to undertake a massive development initiative
through the redistribution of wealth and resources to transform socio-
economic relations, secure the rule of law, and enlist the commitment of its
current leaders, in both the private and public spheres, to reinvigorate and
revitalize the Armenian spirit by ensuring a just and equitable social order?
What will it take to make the government responsive to the will of the
people who are ready to do their part to make Armenia a great nation that
it has always been and could even be better?

It is the collective voice of the Armenian people that we hear
everywhere across the nation, but not yet responded to and is waiting to be
recognized and honored that will make this nation worthy of its promise to
be free! Free of poverty, destitution, and misery that are the ravages of
wealth and income inequality that are the hallmark of a class-divided
society. This is not what Armenia deserves, nor should she resign to her
fate to endure the consequences of policies that have wrought havoc to this
beautiful land. Change must come, and come sooner than later, to avoid a
looming catastrophe that would feed into the desires of the enemies of this

143



great nation who are more than happy to foment conflict and confrontation
leading to crisis and chaos that would threaten its very existence. At what
cost and with what consequences will these changes come, and with what
results? Is the risk of such contradictions and conflict worth the sacrifices
that may need to be made to set the people really free? Should this be the
legacy of the past 25 years that the Armenian masses have endured in their
struggle to survive under conditions of great adversity?

Who shall take the lead and make things right in serving the needs of
the Armenian people, if not their very own government and the leaders
that they trusted to bring the needed changes so that honor and prosperity
can come to their nation that they so badly desire and deserve? What is to
be done to save Armenia from social and political disaster when conflict
among its own people (under the watchful eyes of Mother Armenia) could
become a recipe for others to destroy its promise to be really free? Must
such entrenched inequities that have matured and developed under the
watchful eyes of the guardians of the Armenian nation over the past 25
years lead to civil strife and threaten the social order and lead to political
instability and turmoil? Is this the price one must pay to reclaim what
belongs to the people in setting the course to build the nation’s destiny in
the 21¢ century?

Final Words: Prognosis

Given the totality of the people’s struggle over the course of Armenia’s
recent history, we must ask what has been the impact of this process that
some view as inevitable and has brought much havoc to the Armenian
nation and its institutions when many doubt the sincerity of its governing
bodies to serve the people who are the real creators of wealth through their
labor. In the final analysis, it is the people (working people) that make this
nation great, and it is the people (the great masses) whom one can trust to
bring through their toil development and prosperity to this amazing nation.
Hence, it is the people who must be consulted and encouraged to take part
in their own governance — and this, after all, is the ultimate egalitarian,
democratic process that would secure a real popular participation in the
development of Armenia and the Armenian people -- not neoliberalism,
privatization, social divisions, class polarization, authoritarianism,
corruption, and violation of human and civil rights of the people (men,
women, and children) in a word, the working, toiling people.
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In this 25" anniversary of the young and rebellious Armenian people.
it is time to ask “What will it take to set this great nation on course?” - a
course that will advance the collective interests of its people (one big
Armenian family)., without the divisions and inequities that now exist
between those who hide behind tall walls in their big mansions. as against
those who scrape by in their small quarters with minimal comforts of
modern existence. It is the movements toward social equity and social
justice that will deliver the promise and the vision for a new Armenia in
which its people will be the ones to decide how to lead the nation and in
which direction. This social project will inevitably enlist the masses of
Armenia's working people and its allies towards equity and prosperity in
the 21* century.

SUMMARY

The historical reality of nations that have become integrated into the
global economy and have adopted the globalization process to know that
just the opposite is true., The reality of neoliberal globalization is something
entirely different than the rosy picture painted by its proponents. It has, in
fact, ruined economies by bankrupting home industries, indebted nations,
Promoted corruption, and spread misery and destitution among broad
Segments of the population.

Neoliberalism came to Armenia with a vengeance in the aftermath of
the 1991 independence of the nation from the former Soviet Union. The
Period of transition in Armenia over the past 25 years witnessed the
8reatest transfer of wealth from the public to the private sector, to
transform Armenia from a socialist to a capitalist economy, controlled by a
Rew group of political leaders.

Now, having become integrated into the global political economy and
the neoliberal globalization process, Armenia finds itself in the claws of
8lobal capitalism that has transformed its economy and society through its
Internal agents of private accumulation with much wealth for the few and
hard work and much struggle to stay alive for the many. The new
8enaration of leaders put Armenia’s economic wealth on the auction block
FO sell off the nation’s resources to local and foreign capital whose sole
Iterest has been to extract value and accumulate capital for private gain.

Key words: globalization, integration, economy, Armenian
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modernization, transition, powerty, national resoutses.
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wwpwdnuip phwlympjub gt gppwbhbpmd:

‘Ubnhphpuihqup  Zwywmunwb b BYkp twjuhhh  Rnphppuyhb
Uhnipjut thymquub htinbwmbpm] 1991p. wqquihhh wiywpunpyuoh
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146
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BJIMSAHUE I'TIOBAJIM3ALIMU HA APMEHHIO
MEPEXOAHOTO MEPHOAA
OmncarensHoe scce
Bepu Bep6eporxy
Hpogeccop Kageapsl comio.Torin
Nunnepcurera Pruvo. Hepaza
PE3IOME

MCTOPH‘IECKaﬁ pea]leDCTb TeX HAPOAOR. hOTOpbIe CTanau
HHTQI’pHPOBaTbCﬁ B MHPOBYIO OKOHOMHKY M BOBJIEKIMCH B TPOUECCHI
rnoGanmsaumu, CleAyeT 3HaTh, YTO BBIFAAAMT Kak pa3  HaodOPOT.
PeansHOCTD Heonnﬁepa){sﬂoﬁ T/1006aH3aLUY - 3TO HEUTO COBCEM HHOE, YeM
Pafy>KHaI0 KapTHHa, KOTOPYIO PHCYIOT ee cTopoHHMKH. OHa, No CyTH.
paspymna  3KOHOMMKYy  3a  cyeT  GaskporcTBa OTe4eCTBEHHOM
TMTPOMBIIIIEHHOCTH, cpenana BCex AOMXKHHKaMH, cnocofcTBOBana
KOpPpymNnuHH, a TaKxe pacnpoc‘rpamma HHIIETY H crpap,aﬂmi cpean
UHPOKHUX CNI0eB HaCeNeHH .

HeonuGepanusm npuexan B APMEHHIO C yABOGHHOH CHJIOH B TepHOA
nocne 1991 roga nocne mpuoOpeTeHMs CTPaHOW HE3aBHCUMOCTH OT
Guiemero Coserckoro Corosa. [lepexomHslii mepuos B APMeHHH 3a
nocneguue 25 et cran cBUAeTeNeM HaHGOMBINEro nepepacnpereNieHHA
GoraTcTpa OT OBWIECTBEHHOrO K YacTHOMy CeKTOpy, 4TOGHI TepeBecTH
3KOHOMHKY ApPMEHKIO OT COLMAIMCTHYECKOH K KallMTATHCTHIeCKOH,
KOHTPONMPYeMO#i HOBO# IPyNNoi NONUTHYECKHX JIU/EPOB.

Teneps, CTaB MHTEIpUpOBaHOH B rinoGanbHylo IKOHOMHKY H B
TIpoLieccHl HeonuGepatpHOMi rnobanusauyuu, ApMeHMA OKasanach B KOITSX
r06aNBHOTO KaNWTaau3Ma, KOTOPBEIH IOCPEJCTBOM CBOHX BHYTPEHHMX
areHTOB WYaCTHOTO HAKOIUIEHWs TpaHCGOPMMPOBAI ee 3KOHOMMKY U
06ImecTB0 B HEYTO C OTPOMHBIM 6OTaTCTBOM ANA HEMHOTHX M C TAXeNoH

. paboToit M30 BCEX CMJI ANS MHOTMX, YTOGH OCTaThca B uBhIX. HoBoe
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MOKOJIeHYe JINJAEPOB BBIHEC/IO BC@ SKOHOMHUYEC KO Oorarcire Apyenni Ha
AYKI[MOH, yTO6BI TpOJaTh pecypChl HalUW MECTHOMY H  HHOUIDAHHOMY
KamuTary, Yeil eAMHCTBEHHBIH MHTEPeC COCTOMT B TOM. Wiahul itikicth
BHITOAY ¥ HaKarIxHBaTh KanuTtaa Ajad JUYHOHU BhIrOAbI.

KmogeBHe CI0Ba:rro6anusaliyus, HHTETPALHs, SKOHOMUKA, apMsiHCKaA
MofiepHHU3alud, nepexozmui‘x nepnoa, Gem-locn. HaUHOHA/MbHbIE PECYpChl

COUMANBHHE X SKOHOMIYECKUE INOCIEACTBUA
TPAHCOOPMALIMY OBINECTBA.
TTPOBJIEMBL M1 ITEPCITEKTUBEI PASBUTHUA

Wprma Apakenss
Kawgngar sxonoMmyecksx vayx

Tlocneguee AecsTuretre XX Beka NPUHECTO HEMano TMepeMeH B
ofmectsennok xusHu Apmenuu. Tpancpopmaumus obmectsa, paspeB
SKOHOMMYECKUX CBA3eif, paspylieHHe NPUBLYHBIX GOPM ZeATEMLHOCTH Ha
TOCTKOMMYHHCTHYECKOM ~IPOCTPRHCTBE TNpHBENIM K  MOMMTHYECKOM
HecTaGHIBHOCTH, COLMANbHOMN W SKOHOMHMYECKO MoNspusamuy obmecTsa.
TpyAHOCTH MEPeXOZHOTO MEPHOAA  YCYTyOMAMCh  SKCTPeMalbHLIMH
YCNOBMSMM ) KM3HM, BHISBAHHBIMH JIBMHOM JUIBIHYBIIMX CTMDXHIHBIX
6excTmit.

TMepexo X PHIHOWHON SKOHOMHKE, CJOKMBIIMECA NPOTHBOPEYMs B
SKOHOMWYECKMX OTHONIEHMSX, HEpaBHBlE YCIOBHS (yHKUMOHMpPOBAHMSA
pasmmuHEx GopM COBCTBEHHOCTH NPUBENM X YCHIEHHIO KPH3HCHBIX
TeHZIeHIi B SKOHOMMKE M COLUAIbHON XKUIHM pecryGnukm,

B aToM Xaoce HOBOBBEACHUIH, IIEPeX0Aia H3 O/HON CHCTEME! B APYTYIO, B
Tiepuoa rao6ansHOro COLMAILHO-9KOHOMUYECKOTO Kpusuca
BOHMKHOBeHMe - HOBHIX TpobieM M 3aJa¥ OKa3afoCh HeM3GEeXHHM.
BonbmMHCTBO M3 3TMX mpo6iieM  BOCHPMHHMAIOTC M OLEHHBAIOTCE
Hace/leHMeM, IOJMTHKAMK M OOIIECTBOBENAMHM HEOAHO3HAYHO, Homanyﬁ,
OfHA TeHAEHUMA He BRIHIBAET PaSHOPEYMBHIX TONKOBAHWI — CErOAHA MBI
MMeeM NOMYTONOZHbIH, MepeXXHBIIHIA COLMAIbHOE K AylIeBHOE NOTpsACEHHE
HapoZ, OKOHYATeJbHOE pa3oyapoBaHHE B [HEMOKDaTMYeCKHX CHIAX M
HenpeycKasyemoe Gyxymee.

TnoGansusie TpaHcdopMalMy, MPOUCXOAAMKE B COBDEMEHHOM MMpe,
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