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RELIEVE YOUR VESSEL FROM HEAVY LOAD...

NAGHASH AND THE THRONE OF THE CATHOLICOS 

SARGSYAN A. 

Summry 

Key words: Amida, aq qoyunlu, Constantine of Vahka, Archbioshop of 

Mesopotamia, Tovmas of Medzop, Metropolis of Syunik, Florence Cathedral.  

As a result of moving papacy from Avignon to Rome, the Catholic Church 

appeared in a conflict known as Western Schism or Papal Schism (1377 1417).  

The Armenian church faced a similar problem. After the collapse of the 

Armenian kingdom of Cilicia (1375) the question arose about the transfer of the 

Armenian catholicosate in Sis, to a territory in the historical Great Armenia. 

However, the Catholicosate of Sis initially did not agree with this, and the Holy See 

was moved to Echmiadzin in 1441 when the disagreements within the church were 

overcome. 

The mentioned events were directly connected with one of the key figures of 

the time  Catholicos Konstantin Vahketsi. It is in the context of the political 

activities of the latter that the life and work of the Mesopotamian Archbishop, 

poet, architect and miniaturist Mkrtich Naghash are considered in the present 

article. 

 

 


