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ILLUMINATED PERFORMANCES




Uhouwnuwnpnd Mwundwlywl 2wjwuinwuh b hwy
qpsniejwl wzfuwphwuthjnin eunpnuuGpnd byui-
nuiquipnytl Bu pwquwiehy dtnwahp gppbn’ «Uuwn-
Jwidwipntug» Jwiunjuuutp, UYGunwpwulbn b vrwp-
ptn shuwdwiwnjwuutn: QBnwagptpnid winpunwgnyb &
Jhouwinwinh Epuid2uinwlywt YEuguwinp: Nwgdh, npuh,
hnglnp nt w2fuwphhly twnptp wpwpnnniejniuut-
nh tntuwpwuutpnd wwwnytpdtl Bu Gpuidhauinp hp
Ljwagqwpwuny, gnuwbuGpp, wywpnnubpp W wjp:
Qnpbnh wudwuwptppEpnw, (nuwugputpnud, UG-
nhp Eebpnd U gifuwuuinwintpnid dwnynnutpp wywiun-
YEpk| BU hpEug dwdwuwyutpnd b vheowuwjpnud
nwinuwoywd bjwaqupuwitutpp: zwiunhund Bup hug-
wbu wnwushu Gpuwdhuinutph, wjuwtu £ ujwanip-
nwjhu wwwnybputp: Upu Gpudhpunubpp hwdwiu Gu
wwuinyepdwo nuwidh b dudnuwiwn pUpnly bdwabihu,
thujunts gugfubuaiutipny ud ghitinny wwntiihu: Uhe-
Lwnuwnpnd uuwgp bwl jwpwjhu-yudhpwhu anp-
ohpubp Eu uywalb|, wyn pdnd” puwin, tnwidhn, pwunu
Nt uwquiunhuy bjwaguwnuwiuutn: FEL Jwupwulbwp-
uEpnd JBS pdny hwplwlwjht bJwguwpwlultbn
husEgunn Gpwdhuinutp Gu wwwnybpdtb), wynnihwu-
n&pd, gtppzfunw EU UEBNEnhwywl udwguwpwulbpp
wnwyhnp, pwunup, uwgp, pwdwlgwl, hndguwywu
unhugp, tnetpuithnnp, quupuithnnp, yupd b tp-
ywp thnntpp: Fwgquwiphy BU uwgbph punwuhphu
wwunywunn Yuuhpwht bywawpwuutbnp, npnup
wgph BU puyund Jwutwdnpuwwtbu UEunwnwuh
«uwpuwlhp Ywbuwnd» inGpnitbwywt Lywpnud” gni-
uwuht wwwnytpEihu, hugwtu bwbl gwhhu puwgqdwé
“wyhp dwpgwnth Jwupwuywputpnud:

In the Middle Ages, numerous manuscripts including,
but not limited to, Bibles, Gospels, and other books of
rituals have contained illustrations, both in historical
Armenia and in the scattered manuscript literacy
centers throughout the world. The medieval music
lifestyle was reflected in the manuscripts. Musicians
with their instruments, gusans, dancers and others
are depicted in scenes of war, hunting, and various
spiritual and secular ceremonies. Miniaturists
depicted the different types of locally used musical
instruments in the books' title pages, margins, insert-
pages, and letters. One can find images of musicians
both performing solo and in an ensemble. There are
often images of female musicians playing the dap and
tambourine, dancing with wooden castanets or finger
cymbals. In the Middle Ages, women also played string
instruments, including the lyre, the harp, the kanon,
and instruments from the saz family. While many
musicians performing percussions have been depicted
by the miniaturists, melodic instruments dominate:
the harp, the kanon, the saz, the kamantcha, the
shepherd flute, the horn, the double horn, and both
short and long trumpets. Likewise, there are many
saz-like pinching instruments, famously depicted
for example in the gusan's hand in the Gospel of the
Wedding at Cana and in the hands of the Prophet
David portrayed on his throne.
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2.1 Uwqwhuwn, Zuunuwunh wdGunwpw, 1211 p., dwnynn Uwpguwnt, Uwnbuwnuwnpwpwl, N 6283, 15w

2.1 Saz Player, Haghpat Gospel, 1211, illuminated by Margare, Matenadaran N 6283, 15a

2.2 Uwppwd dwpqunbnihhu nuithny, 26pmd A wppwjh
swi2ng, Yhihbhw, 1286 ., UwunGuwnuwnpwl, N 979, 15w

2.2 Miriam The Prophetess with a Dap, Lectionary of King
Hethum |1, Cilicia, 1286, Matenadaran N 979, 15a
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2.3 Qnwwl Unipp Mnpuynipnu, 2wjudwiynipp,
Lunnig wuwwjwin, 1462 ., swnynn Uhuwu
Uwwntuwnuwpwl, N 4883, 140w

2.3 Gusan Saint Porphyrius, Menologium,
Ktuts Hermitage, 1462, illuminated by Minas,
Matenadaran N 4883, 140a




2.4 Cpwdhpwnltiph pwnjwl, Uunduwdwnius, Ywypbd (wynphq), 1400-1401 pp.,
Uwiintlwnuwnuil, N 184, 216w

2.4 Quartet, Bible, Tabriz, 1400-1401, Matenadaran N 184, 216a
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2.5 Cpwdhpun uwlwyp, Udtunwpwu, Ywypbd (wyphq), 1337 p., Ownynn Udwa,
UwuinBluwnuwipwl, N 212, 246w

2.5 Female Musicians, Gospel, Tabriz, 1337, illuminated by Avag, Matenadaran N 212, 246a
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2.6 2tipnyntiu pwqwynpp b juwuwnmwubnubpng wwnnn Unnndtl, Nie Jwupwuywphgubph wytunwpui,
UhihYyhw, 1320 ., UwunEtuwnwpwl, N 7651, 43w

2.6 King Herod and Castanets-Dancer Salome, Gospel illuminated by eight miniaturists, Cilicia, 1320,
Matenadaran N 7651, 43a
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2.7 Snuh hwdwuwnbinnueyniup. Uwquwhwn 4pu, Nfwdahpp. Uunnuipwbwlwu dnnndwidnt, 1461 .,
UwiuinBuwnuwipwl, N 3884, 85w

2.7 Taurus Constellation, Saz Player Woman, Miscellany, Astronomical collection, 1461, Matenadaran N 3884, 8sa



2.8 Swpwuwynyniq (pwn/uwquunpuy Ujwqwpwl) Ujwann
Lung wwnlybp, Unwidhun, XVII ., UwinBuwnwnuil,
N9599, 113w

2.8 Woman Playing Tarapuluz (tar-saz type instrument),
Miscellany, 17t century, Matenadaran N 9599, 113a
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2.9 Up. OUUnjwl wbuwpwl. upugwhwn hnyhy, Yhihbhw, 1346 p., swnynn” Uwnahu Mhowl, Spnuwintd,
Up. fenpnu dGnwagpwunniu N 1973, 8p

2.9 Nativity Scene. Flute-Playing Shepherd, Cilicia, 1346, illuminated by Sargis Pitzak, Jerusalem,
St. Toros Manuscript Repository N 1973, 8b



2.10 Up. OUlinywl inbuwpul.
unpuqwhwn hnypy, UYGinwipuwl,
Unpwdwn, 1418 ., swnynn
“wilhtG| pwhuwiw,
Uwwntuwnuwpwl, N 5512, 2p

2.10 Nativity Scene. Flute-Playing
Shepherd, Gospel, Aghtamar,
1418, illuminated by Priest Daniel,
Matenadaran N 5512, 2b
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2.1 Up. OUlnywl ibuwpwl. upuguwhwn hnypy, UJGinwpuwu, Unlu, 1588-1590 R,
swnynn Untpuwunp uwpyuwdwa, Uwwntuwnuwpwu, N 5783, 4w

2.11 Nativity Scene. Flute-Playing Shepherd, Gospel, Moks, 1588-1590, illuminated by Deacon Alexander,
Matenadaran N 5783, 4a



e

vy T TP w—

A
|

e =

3 A

i = [
= ¢ e
e

e

2.12 Up. OUUnywl wnbuwnpwl. tplynt hnghy, UgBinwipwit, XIV-XV nn., swnynn Wuwuntu Ujncukgh,
UwuinBuwnuwipwu, N 6305, 2w

2.12 Nativity Scene. Two Shepherds, Gospel, 141-15" centuries, illuminated by Anonymous of Syunik,
Matenadaran N 6305, 2a






2.13 Up. OUlnywl wbuwpwl. Enbp hnghy, UyEunwpuil,
1305 ., Up8kp, swnynn” Uhutnu Upthptgh,
Uwwntuwnuwpwl, N 2744, 3w

2.13 Nativity Scene with Three Shepherds, Gospel, 1305, Arjesh,
illuminated by Simeon of Arjesh,
Matenadaran N 2744, 3a

2.14 Up. OUlnywl wnbuwpwl. Gpynt hnyhd,
Lwnuwzh Uuinnuwduwipnilyg, 1418-1422 .,
JdEutuinhy, Up. Twquip dGnwapwunnil
N 280

2.14 Nativity Scene. Two Shepherds, Naghash
Bible, 1418-1422, Venice, Manuscript

Repository of Saint Lazzaro N 280 o
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2.16 2nyhy, UYGinwinpwt, Lwfuholw,
1304 2., Swnynn” Uhutny,
Uwwntuwnuwpwl, N 3722, 176w

2.16 Shepherd, Gospel, Nakhidjevan,
1304, illuminated by Simeon,
Matenadaran N 3722, 176a

2.15 Up. OUlnywl wbuwnpwl. Gpbp hndhy, Uppnibwyuwt UYGunwnwl, Yhihyhw, 1336 2.,

swnynn Uwpahu Mhowl, UwwnBuwnuwnu, N 5786, 177w

2.15 Nativity Scene with Three Shepherds, Royal Gospel, Cilicia, 1336,

illuminated by Sargis Pitzak, Matenadaran N 5786, 17a
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2.17 Unlqwhuwp hnyhy, Uybuinwnwl, 1482 ., AninppEpnh wiuwiwywiun, swnynn Uppwhwid puwhuwiuw,
UwuinBuwnwpwl, N 7770, 123p

2.17 Flute-Playing Shepherd, Gospel, 1482, Bolor-Berd Hermitage, illuminated by Priest Abraham,

Matenadaran N 7770, 123b
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2.18 2wpuwbhp Ywlwynd. 9nwwl, UJEinwpwU, Ywuwnipuuwu, XV n., dwnynn 2nyhwulbuy,
UwuinBluwnuwpwl, N 551, 4w

2.18 Wedding at Cana. Gusan, Gospel, Vaspurakan, 15" century, illuminated by Hovhannes,
Matenadaran N 5511, 4a
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2.19 2wnpuwlpp Ywlwynud. Ynwwl, UdEinwnuwt, Ywuwnipuywl, XVIn., swnynn” Uybunnhuy,
UwuinBuwnuwpwl, N6325, 8p

2.19 Wedding at Cana. Gusan, Gospel, Vaspurakan, 16" century, illuminated by Avetis,

Matenadaran N 6325, 8b
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2.20 2hunwh hpwpwanpdnignup, hwpuwbhp Ywlwynwd, Snwwl, UGunwnuiu, Fuwnt, XVIn.,
UwuinBuwnuwinwl, N 6828, 006p

2.20 The Miracle of Jesus, Wedding at Cana, Gusan, Gospel, Baghesh, 16t century,

Matenadaran N 6828, oo6b .
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2.21 2phuwnnuh Epypnpn
Quinuwnp, thnnhwp hpG2uinwiyutn,
UyEunwnuwu, YEphu Lnpwywup,
1495 fo., Swnynn Uppwhwid,
Uwwntuwnuwpw, N 5303, 12p

2.21 Second Coming of the Christ,
Horn-Blowing Angels, Gospel,

Verin Noravank, 1495, illuminated by
Abraham, Matenadaran N 5303, 12b



2.22 Pphuwnnuh Ephpnpn Quwinwwnp, thnnhwn hpG2unwyutp, UdGunwpwt, Lnp 2niqw, 1618-1622 ppe.,
ownynn Ubupnw tuhqwiugh, Uwd $ngq, Lnunnu, N 10547, 21p

2.22 Second Coming of the Christ, Horn-Blowing Angels, Gospel, New Julfa, 1618-1622,

illuminated by Mesrop Khizantsi, Sam Fogg, London, N 10547, 21b 200
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2.23 Upnwnutph b Ubnwynpubph nwup. Qwpephbip pndndwynn thnnny,
UyEuinwpwl, luhquil, 1455 @., dwnynn zndhwutbu Ywpnwuwbn, UUL,
PwphUnp, Ninjuing wpybuwnh puwuquinwl, W.543, fi4a

2.23 Ranks of the Wicked and Righteous, Gabriel Blowing the Horn with Rattles,
Gospel, Khizan, 1455, illuminated by Hovhannes Vardapet, USA, Baltimore,
Walters Art Museum, W.543, fi4a



2.24 Uybwnnuwd, upuquhwn hpbauwl, Udtunwipuwit, Upguwifu, XIN-XIV nn., swnynn znghwitiuty,
UwunBluwnuwipwl, N 316, 2p

2.24 Annunciation, Flute-Playing Angel, Gospel, Artsakh, 131-14%" centuries, illuminated by Hovhannes,
Matenadaran N 316, 2b
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2.25 «9» uljqruwinnwn
quiwnwthnn thenn Gwpphbi
hpbounwluwwbnh inbupny,
UyEuinwpwl, swnynn’
Awquin Ywpnwuwtwn, 1650 R,
FEnhuh wewnwywu
Gnunuinul 3690, 67p

2.25 The Initial Letter “G" with
Archangel Gabriel Blowing Horn,
Gospel, illuminated by Ghazar
Vardapet, 1650, Berlin State
Library 3690, 67b




2.26 2ninuh dwwnlnyggniup, thnnhwip, UJGEinwpuiu, Upskp, 1462 ., Swnynn Yuwpwwbun ~Enpyntgh,
UwuinBuwnuwinpwu, N 4778, oo6uwl

2.26 Betrayal of Judas, Horn Player, Gospel, Ardjesh, 1462, illuminated by Karapet of Berkri,Matenadaran N 4778, oo6a
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2.27 Swwjwlwl nifunp, thnnhwnputp, Uunduwéownius, Y. Mnihu, Eodhwohu, 1686 ., swnynnubp
Uwnynu Nwunybpwhwl, Uwnuwphw Ynuuinwununwyniutgh, UwwnBuwnwpuw, N 349, 089b

2.27 Ark of the Covenant, Horn Players, Bible, Constantinople, Etchmiadzin, 1686, illuminated by Icone-maker Markos,
Maghakia of Constantinople, Matenadaran N 349, 089b

2.28 "huyhp wppwl wnwihb bwquwpwlny, Uuindwduwniuy,
Cpgpulw, 1269-1270 ppR.,

uywphs Uluhpwn, Gpnwuwntbd, Up. npnu dGnwagpuinniu
N 1925, 686w

2.28 King David with a String Instrument, Bible, Yerznka, 1269-1270,
illuminated by Mkhitar, Jerusalem,
St. Toros Manuscript Repository N 1925, 686a
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2.29 "tyhp wnpwl tnwynny, Yhihbhw, 1338 p., dwnynn” Uwpghu Mhdwy, UwunGuwnuwnpwl, N 2627, 26o0p

2.29 King David with a Harp, Cilicia, 1338, illuminated by Sargis Pitzak, Matenadaran N 2627, 260b

2.30 "twipp b Uwynin. tnwynwhwnp wppwl: «G» nwn' juquyws tpudhonutbpny, dwdwahpp, Eouhwohu,
1679 ., UwunEuwnuwnpwl, N 509, 242w

2.30 David and Saul. Harp-Playing King. The Letter "E” Composed of Figures of Musicians, Breviary, Etchmiadzin,

1679, Matenadaran N 509, 242a -
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2.31 Upnnp Gplupnid U 24 wwynwhwp Gpkglbpp, Uuingwow2nilg, Y. Mnhu, Eeuhwohu, 1686 R,
swnynnutn Uwpynu Mwunytpwhwl, Uwnwphw Unuwnnwununwyniutgh,
Uwuntbuwnuwpuwl, N349, 517p

2.31 Throne in Heaven and the Twenty-Four Harp-Playing Elders, Bible, Constantinople, Etchmiadzin, 1686,
illuminated by Icone-maker Markos, Maghakia of Constantinople, Matenadaran N 349, 517b
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2.32 "huyhp dwpqupbl uwgny, Uuindwdwipnilys, luhquil, 1390-1400 pR., dwnynn zndhwultuy,
UwnBuwnuwpuwl, N 346, 280w

2.32 Prophet David with a Saz, Bible, Khizan, 1390-1400, illuminated by Hovhannes, Matenadaran N 346, 280a
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2.33 "hwihp dwpqunbl uwgny, : 5
Jdwuwnipwyuwi, XIV n., swnynn’ _—
Awquin, UwinBuwnuwnuw, N 1979, 2p

2.33 Prophet David with a Saz,

Vaspurakan, 14 century, illuminated
by Ghazar, Matenadaran N 1979, 2b

2.34 ryhp dwpqunbl uwgny, Uuindwdwnils, Eouhwdhu, 1700 ., Uwwnbuwnuwnwl, N 350, 263p

2.34 Prophet David with a Saz, Bibile, Etchmiadzin, 1700, Matenadaran N 350, 263b
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2.35 Uwpquintp, Mwundniehtu Untpuwunph Uwytnnuwgtny, znnd, XVII n., swnynnutp
Qupwnhw twhuynwnu duntutgh b zwynp Aninwjtgh, Uwwntuwnwpwl, N 5472, 10p

2.35 Prophets, History of Alexander the Great, Rome, 17" century, illuminated by Bishop Zakaria Gnunetsi
and Hakob Joughayetsi, Matenadaran N 5472, 10b



2.36 rwiyhp dwpquptl tpgbhnuny, UwnUnuwpwl, dwnynn Enhwaquwp, 1635 p., Y.Nnhu, UUhn,
Uwwuntuwnuwpuw, N 1068, 3p

2.36 Prophet David with an Organ, Book of Psalms, illuminated by Yeghiazar, 1635, Constantinople, Amid,
Matenadaran N 1068, 3p
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2.38w Gpwdhpinubn b juunwhbpgulutp,
Uwwnptnuh UYEunnwpwuh
nhunnnuwptnp,

UnGuwn gjntn, 1471 .,

oswnynn LYwpwuwtn,
UwunBuwnuwnpwl, N 6767, 032w

2.38a Musicians and Comedians,

title page of the Gospel of Matthew,
Village of Arest, 1471,

illuminated by Karapet,
Matenadaran N 6767, 032a

2.37 Qtinlwnpninil, pngwhwn uwnyuwduwagutp, Uwawnng, CuywhwUu (Uwwhwl), 1656 .,

oswnynn’ zwjpwwtwn, Uwwnbuwnwnwl, N 953, 133p

2.37 Ordination, Flabellum-Playing Deacons, Ritual of Mashtots, Isfahan, 1656, illuminated by Hairapet,

Matenadaran N 953, 133b
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2.38q Cnwdhownlbn b uwnwlbpqulubn,
Uwwnptnuh UYEunnwpwuh
nhunnnuwptpp, Lhd wlwwwun,

Up. Stnpgh wlp, 1592 ., swnynnp
wlhwjun, UwwnEuwnwpuwu, N 5om
Lniuuwuyuip’

Zpwin Fugk luwgtpGuiu

2.38c Musicians and Comedians, title page
of the Gospel of Matthew, Hermitage of
Lim, St. George Monastery, 1592,

unknown illuminator, Matenadaran N son
Photograph: Hrair Hawk Khatcherian

2.38p Gpwdhpwnubp b huwnwhbpqulutp, Uwwnptnuh wdGunwpwuh tinhunnnnuwptpe,
Unlu, 1588-1590 ppe., dwnynn Untpuwunp uwpywyuwa, Uwunbuwnwpuwu, N 5783, 22w

2.38b Musicians and Comedians, title page of the Gospel of Matthew, Moks, 1588-1590,
illuminated by Deacon Alexander, Matenadaran N 5783, 22a
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2.38n Cpwdhpultin b
Lwwnwlbpqulubn, Uwwnptnuh
UyEuinwpwuh inhunnnnuwprtpp,
XV n., Uwunbuwnwpuw, N 11200
Lniuuwuyup’

2nuwin Fugk fvwgGpbuwu

2.38d Musicians and Comedians, title
page of the Gospel of Matthew,

15" century, Matenadaran N 11200
Photograph: Hrair Hawk Khatcherian
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2.38k Cpwdhpunltp L juwnwltpgwlubp, Uwnptbnuh UdEunwnuwth tinhuninnuwptbne, 9ndwg dwup (Fwnky),

1587 ., Up. UUtUwihpyhs Ywuph UwwnBuwnuwnwl, Lnp ninw, 471, 2. U — 96
Lniuwtywn zpwip Pwak vwigtpbuwu

2.38e Musicians and Comedians, title page of the Gospel of Matthew, Gomats monastery (Baghesh), 1587,
All Savior's Cathedral's Repository, New Julfa, 471, 2. U - 96
Photograph: Hrair Hawk Khatcherian
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2.39 Nynt bwgnnp, Ufuinwpwywl
dnnnwont. Gnwyniejntuutn,
buwinu, 1671 ., UwunBuwnuwnw,
N 6670, 138p

2.39 Pku Player, Miscellany of Divination,
Kars, 1671, Matenadaran N 6670, 138b




2.40 Rwdwlswhwn tnwnbpgnt, Swunwnpwl, 1765 e., Lwnw? 2nyuwpwl, Jwwnbuwnwpwl, N 4426, 12p

2.40 Kamantcha-Playing Singer, Tagharan, 1765, Naghash Hovnatan, Matenadaran N 426, 12b
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2.41w Gpwdhpwnubinh wwwnlbpubn swhwwwnpdwnwh dwdwbwl, Mwwndniehiu UnGpuwunph Uwytnnuwgtiny,
znnd, XVII n., swnynnubn’ Qupwnhw twhuynwnu duncutgh b zwynp 2ninwjtgh, Uwwntlwnwpuwl,

N 5472, 73p

2.41a Musicians During a Battle, History of Alexander the Great, Rome, 17" century, illuminated by
Bishop Zakaria Gnunetsi, Hakob Joughayetsi, Matenadaran N 5472, 73b
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2.41p Swlwwwdwnpwn Unkpuwunnpp pun Ywnpbh, Mwwndniehiu UnEpuwunnph Uwltnnuwginy, 2nnd, XVIIn.,
swnynnutn Qupwnhw twhuynwnu duncutgh b zwynp ninw)tgh, Uwwntlwnwpwl, N 5472, 041p

2.41b Battle of Alexander Against Darius, History of Alexander the Great, Rome, 17" century,
illuminated by Bishop Zakaria Gnunetsi, Hakob Joughayetsi, Matenadaran N 5472, 041p
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2.41q tpwdhpinubiph wwinftpubp swhwnwdwpunhp dwdwlwl, Mwundnyehiu Untpuwunph Uwytnnuwgtiny,
znnd, XVII n., swnynnubn’ Qupwnhw twhuynwnu duncutgh b zwynp 2ninwjtgh, Uwwntlwnwpuwl,
N 5472, 042w

2.41¢ Musicians During a Battle, History of Alexander the Great, Rome, 17" century,
illuminated by Bishop Zakaria Gnunetsi, Hakob Joughayetsi, Matenadaran N 5472, 042a
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2.41n «Untpuwlnp pwlnb qpunuwpl @tpky, Mwwundnightu Untpuwunph Uwlytnnuwginy, 2nnd, XVII n.,
swnynnutn Qupwphw twhuynwnu duncutgh b zwynp ninw)tgh, Uwwntlwnwpwl, N 5472, 047w

2.41d "Alexander Destroying the City of Thebes’, History of Alexander the Great, Rome, 17" century,

illuminated by Bishop Zakaria Gnunetsi, Hakob Joughayetsi, Matenadaran N 5472, 047a -
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2.42 Gnwdrmnwlwl pwnjwlp fulgnyph dwdwlwl, Mwundniehitu Untpuwunph UwlyGnnuwgtny, 2nnd, XVII n.,
oswnynnutn Quipwphw Gwhuynwnu dunitutgh b 2zwynp 2ninwjtgh, Uwuntuwnuwpwl, N 5472, 123p,

2.42 Quartet Playing During a Banquet, History of Alexander the Great, Rome, 17" century,
illuminated by Bishop Zakaria Gnunetsi, Hakob Joughayetsi, Matenadaran N 5472, 123b
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