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EXCAVATED MUSIC
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The following exhibits were not on display during the exhibition:
1.2,13,1.6,1.9, 111,112
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During ancient times, man'’s ritual celebrations were
accompanied by singing, as well as with playing
simply structured musical instruments made with
natural materials. Instrumental music was performed
solo or with an ensemble during spiritual and secular
ceremonies, celebrations, banquets, epic narrations,
theatrical performances, hunting, military marches,
and funeral rites.

The oldest instruments excavated in the Armenian
Highland are the idiophones belonging to the
percussion family: bronze rattles, bells, and cymbals,
which were common in II-I millennia B.C. These early
idiophones were related to folk beliefs; they were used
to drive away evil forces. Among the wind instruments
discovered from excavations are the hornpipe, bone
and stone flutes consisting of one or multiple pipes,
which hold an honorable place among the ancient
civilizations of the world. They were considered sacred
instruments and were played during ceremonies
associated with the fertility cult. Instruments like the
lyre and other string instruments, both also excavated
in the Armenian Highland, are well-known pieces of
iconography as objects of decorative and applied art.
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Chuwlywl wywph tnGuwpwu
Qbnwdw [Gnutph dwjnwuwwuwnytep, 2.w. -1l hwg.

1.1 Lyre Player
Ritual dance scene

Gegham mountain rock-carving, 3-2" millennia B.C.
174



1.2 Upuqwhuwp

Ulwuw |8h wywquu, 2.w. -1 hwg. uwhdwu

anywaén ppnlq

Fwnan.” 6,5 ud, hwwnwyh (il 1,8 ud, dwnduh hwuwn! 0,6 ud, gifuh Yunpduwdp 13 ud
Lnidph pwuguwnpwl, huy. MNB 398

1.2 Flute Player

Sevan Lake region, border of the 2m-1tmillennia B.C.

Cast bronze

Height 6.5 cm, base width 1.8 cm, thickness of body 0.6 cm, head profile 13 cm
Louvre Museum, inv. MNB 398
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1.3 Gwjwp

Puwnuwiwdp, L.w. XXI-XXI nn.

Updwrp

13,2 X10,6 X 5,5 ud

2wjwunwiuh Wwwindniejwl pwugwpuwu N 2867-1

1.3 Cup

Karashamb, 2221t centuries B.C.
Silver

13.2X10.6 X 5.5CM

History Museum of Armenia N 2867-1
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1.4 Pnguh wpdwuhy-Yutuhy

L.w. II'hwg. Epypnpn Yeu

anywoén ppnlq

Fwpéan. 4,2 ud, Gpy. 53 ud

2WjNg waguignnipjwl wgqguhu puwuguwnuil
UU1230/39 105

UU1230/39 104

1.4 Bird Statuette-Pendant

2" half of 2" millennium B.C.

Cast bronze

Height 4.2 cm, length 53 cm

National Museum of Armenian Ethnography
UU1230/39 105

UU1230/39 104

1.5 Andndutp

Uhpnuwiywu (dwuwdnn),

L.w. I'hwg. Epypnpn Yeu

anywén ppnlqg

Fwndan. 4.3 ud, pwpan. 4,5 ud

2WjNg wqaquiannipjwu wgguhu pwlugwpuiu
UU1230/39 93

UU1230/39 92

1.5 Rattles

Kirovakan (Vanadzor),

2" half of 2" millennium B.C.

Cast bronze

Height 4.3 cm, height 4.5 cm

National Museum of Armenian Ethnography
UU1230/39 93

UU1230/39 92




1.6 Tudnw

Ywndhp pinp, 2w VI n.

Mnhua

Spwd. 17,5 ud

2uwjwuinwiuh wywindnipjwl puwbgwpuwlu N 201026

1.6 Cymbal

Karmir Blur, 7th century B.C.

Copper

Diameter 17.5 cm

History Museum of Armenia N 201026
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1.7 tngkpwquywp’ githyh gifub tnkupny

Lnp-Upt2 pwnwdwu, Eplwl, 2.w. IV n.

Unodwre

Fwndan. 25 ud, unnphu Jwuh Epy. 14 ud, (wju.’ 10 ud

EpGpniuh Wwndwhuwghnwlwl wpgbing-rwugwnwl N 21 (4UnUuophuwly)

1.7 Bull's Head Rython

Nor-Aresh district, Yerevan, 4™ century B.C.

Silver

Height 25 cm, length of the lower portion 14 cm, width 10 cm
Erebuni Historical & Archaeological Reserve-Museum N 21 (replica)
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1.8 Unhuq

Quinuh, I-1l nn.

Nuynn

Eny. 16,5 ud, tnipwid. 1,5 ud
zwjwuinwuh wwindnipjwu
puwlugwnwl N 1969-82

1.8 Flute

Garni, 132" centuries

Bone

Length 16.5 cm, diameter 1.5 cm
History Museum of Armenia N 1969-82

--;.—-,_n__._-."_*.——.r_-.-q#.mm._ﬁ_,-. r._"-.ﬁ -

1.9 Uphuq

Quwnuh, Il n.

Nuynn

Eny. 12,8 ud, tnpwid.’ 1,7 ud
2wjwuinuwuh ywiwndniejwu
puugunuwl N 1966-149

1.9 Flute

Garni, 3" century

Bone

Length 12.8 cm, diameter 1.7 cm

History Museum of Armenia N 1966-149
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1.10 SuwpwhuwipnihnL wipdwuhly

Unwduwuwnncy, | n.

Uiy

Fwnap. 12 ud, (wju’ 4,5 ud, hwuwn 2 ud

Eouhwaouh wywuindw-wgqugnuwlwl pwlguwnpwu UU 5605

1.10 Statuette of Woman Playing Harp

Aghavnatun, 1t century

Clay

Height 12 cm, width 4.5 cm, thickness 2 cm
Historical-Ethnographical Museum of Etchmiadzin UU 5605
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1.1 2wuSwwwyt pwup pklynp

Tyhu, IX-X nn.

Yuy

Spwd. 12 ud, pwpap. 4 ud

Zuwjwiuinwth wwiindnipjwl puwtgupuwu N 2158/228

1.11 Ceramic Bowl Fragment

Dvin, 9t"-10™" centuries

Clay

Diameter 12 ¢cm, height 4 cm

History Museum of Armenia N 2158/228



1.12 UywlyE wunp

yhu, Xin.

Uy

Spwd. 8,5 ud, pwpéan.” 6,5 ud

2wjwuinwuh ywindnipjwl pwugwpuwu N 1979-60

1.12 Glass Jar

Dvin, nt century

Glass

Diameter 8.5 cm, height 6,5 cm

History Museum of Armenia N 1979-60
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