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SOUND AND SILENCE

The Musician and Musical Instruments Throughout the Centuries

Music is the art of combining sound and silence through
time. Much like the other branches of modern art, music
has traveled a long way over thousands of years. The
art of music is considered the most noble and divine
characteristic which differentiates man from the animal.

Since ancient times, man has used onomatopoeia and
exclamations to imitate natural phenomena, objects, and
living beings surrounding him. By echoing those sounds,
man has discovered his own vocal abilities and has
expressed his emotions and moods. In this manner, man
has entered in a dialogue with nature and himself.

Original performances combining voice, sounds,
movements, and musical instruments accompanied
ancient ritual ceremonies. These methods of expression
also became the initial system of communication used to
transmit simple thoughts and feelings. This accrete proto-
language contained elements of both music and speech
which worked together to form a homogeneous whole.

Along with the vocal practice, or at times independent
from it, primitive man experimented with his body and
used it as a natural instrument (e.g. claps, stomping

etc.). Then, man used natural raw materials and simple
tools from his everyday life, such as stone, bone, and
wood, in order to make his communication system more
expressive and diverse and seek new modes of expression
to reduce time and space. As humans developed, they
also improved these original musical instruments and
their groups; they became the prototypes of modern
instruments, their families.

This exhibition will give visitors the opportunity to
get acquainted with the historical development of
instrumental music culture in the Armenian Highland
through the musical instruments themselves. Music,
which is born from the master instrument-maker,
rises from the instruments and is given sound by
the musician - music which we can contemplate
by listening to in silence and feeling its charming
sounds.

Nairi Khatchadourian
Curator
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