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THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS IN EAST AND WEST
THE ORIGINS OF THE DIVINE OFFICE AND ITS MEANING TODAY

by ROBERT TAFT, S.J.

The Liturgical Press, St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville MN., 1986, pp. XVII+421.
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bbpne SbpPulwbncfhudp, ewnbind bhbqbgeny Jb& atdebpne gnpdbpll, ulubind
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bpgbpp, puwpnqbbpp, &Swdwpfowpluluty wyofebbpp, feblpuplncBhelp be J!uufb[:-
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wuipg uulopw!.[lllg-thmfmq.[lp,g[v (Prayer bOOk) "E’ ”lnu.fl uluml‘mn.rul‘ l'[lzl”l qupne
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*. duwafl JEP, 451[17:.1:4” bp widblhul be wunnuwdupwbwlwh funplppwdne-
Phebbpp p funwpl Fudbpgncffbwh quiquipuwphl, Sngbluba bl b Spuuslyuurls
dwdbpne lenplppubpibpne dwupl, dpwrdudubuly pugqenaloh dp pubyns Mreu-
F[u.quuyﬂ&wfl be wlrbufulbmil J'uu’muulgnl.pbmil Jllzbr.: ?npb[r un.m[un[ril' [Ill q:.umul-
P’ wpfuunnwhohl podulipulncBhebp bp Swdagpk Swpubwlul nbuwblpe-
Uik, whghbind bgqpuuwhps quncfup Jdp, nep Sbqpbulp bibqbgeny duwdwuwgnfficup
4p Yjuunk ppp wooflpp nupng Jp. «The Divine office is said to have a superior value
over other forms of prayer because it is approved by the church, and that is perfectly true.

As the prayer of the church it is the prayer of Christ himself the full Christ, head
and members, and this fact alone gives a trans‘orming value to our prayer that it cannot
have when done alone. ... But that does not answer the question why the church has bles-
sed precisely this form of prayer as her daily prayer par excellence. Undoubtedly many
reasons could be advanced to prove the excellence of the office, but three stand out in my
mind: the Divine Office is biblical, objective, traditional prayer. ... The office is the
church’s own school of prayer, a novitiate in which she teaches her age-old ways of how
to glorify God in Christ as Church, together as one body, in union with and after the
example of her head. No other form of prayer is so rooted in the mysteries of salvation hi-
story as they are unfolded ddy by day in the church’s annual cycle» (pp. 367-8).
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