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Abstract

A study was carried out to review the motives and manifestations of the political
activity of the Armenian youth. The study involved 100 undergraduate and graduate
students of the Armenian State Pedagogical University. The following varieties of the
survey method were used: written survey - questioning; oral group survey -
conversation. The data obtained were compared with the results of similar studies
conducted with young people in Russia. According to the survey results, the majority of
Armenian youth are interested in politics, but only a few believe that politics plays a
significant role in their lives. Politically active youth are convinced that their demands
can be heard in the public and political life of the country. The following motives
condition the political activity of the Armenian youth: preserving the integrity of the
Motherland, restoring the infringed human dignity, demanding the restoration of social
justice, improving the economic situation of the country. Most young people do not have
clear political preferences: their attitude is often conditioned by sympathy for the
personality of the party leader, rather than knowledge of party programs. Young
people's political activity is predominantly affective in nature: their attitude towards
politicians is very emotional, the reasoning and analytical components are weakly
expressed. Armenian youth has a subjective attitude to political events and gives
opposite assessments. On the one hand, young people demand freedom of expression in
their political behaviour, but on the other hand, they show intolerance towards dissent.

School and university education for teenagers and youth should contribute to
developing a culture of conducting a civilized dialogue.
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AHHOTauuA

MpoBepeHo wWccnefoBaHWe C  LENbO  U3YYEHWA MOTMBOB U MPOABNEHUI
MONMTUYECKON aKTUBHOCTU apMAHCKOW Monogexu. B uccnepoBanun npuHanu yvactve
100 cTypeHToB 6akanaBpuata M Maructpatypbl APMAHCKOrO rocyfapCTBEHHOro
neparornyeckoro yHusepcuteta. bl npumeHeHbl cnepytolime pasHOBUAHOCTU METOAA
orpoca: MWUCbMEHHbIW ONPOC — aHKeTMpOBaHWe; YCTHbI rpynnoBoii onpoc — 6ecepa.
MonyyeHHble [aHHble CpaBHUBaNUCb C pe3ynbTaTamMu aHanorMyHbIX WUCCNefoBaHui,
nposefeHHbIX ¢ Monogenbto B Poccun. CornacHo pesynbTatam onpoca, 601bLWMHCTBO
apMAHCKOW MOJNOLEKN WHTEPECYeTCA MONUTUKOW, HO NUWb HEMHOTME CYWTalT, YTO
nonutuka wrpaet Oonbluyto ponb B WX Mu3HW. [lonnTuuyeckn akTWBHaA MONOAEXb
ybexpaeHa, 4To nx TpeboBaHWA MOryT ObITb ycnbllwaHbl B 06LLECTBEHHOW 1 MONMTUYECKOI
MU3HM cTpaHbl. [lonuMTuuyeckas aKTMBHOCTb apMAHCKOW Monogexu obycnoBneHa
CnepylolWMMM  MOTUBaMMK:  coXpaHeHue  LenocTHocT  PopuHbl,  BoccTaHoBneHue
YLLEMNEHHOTO YenoBeYecKoro [OCTOMHCTBA, TpeboBaHWE BOCCTAHOBMEHMA COLMaNbHOM
CMpaBenaviBOCTM, YNyYLUEHWE 3KOHOMMYECKOTO TMOMNOMEHNA CcTpaHbl. Y 60nblUMHCTBA
MONOAbIX NIOfE HET YeTKUX MNOAUTUYECKUX NPEeAnoYTeHuii: WX YyCTaHOBKa 4acTo
obycnoBneHa cumnaTMel K NWYHOCTWM nupepa napTuu, a He 3HaHWEM MapTUIHbIX
nporpamm.  [lonutMyeckas  aKTMBHOCTb  MONIOAEMM  HOCUT  MPENMYLLECTBEHHO
apheKTVBHbIVE  xapakTep: WX OTHOLUEHWE K MONUTMKAM OYeHb 3MOLMOHANbHOE,
paccyaroLmii U aHanMTUYECKUiA KOMMOHEHTbI BblpaMeHbl cnabo.

ApMAHCKaAa Monofieib CYObEKTUBHO OTHOCWUTCA K MONANTUYECKUM CObbITUAM, OaeT
nonApHble oueHkn. C OFHON CTOPOHbI, MOMOAbIE NHOOU B CBOEM MOANTUYECKOM
nosefeHnn TpebytoT cBoboAb! BbIpameHWA MHEHWI, HO C [PYroil CTOPOHbI, NPOABNAIOT
HETEPMNUMOCTb K MHAKOMbICTMIO.
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LlkonbHoe u yHMBepcuTeTckoe oOpa3oBaHWE HOHOLLUE W MOMOAEMM [OMKHO
crnocobcTBOBaTb Pa3sBUTUIO KYNbTypbl BECTU LUMBUAN30BaHHBIW auanor.

KnioueBbie cnosa u cpasbi
Monopexb, nonutnyeckasa akTMBHOCTb, CyObEKTMBHAA TOYKa 3peHWA, MonApHble
OLLEHKM, LMBUIN30BaHHbI auanor.

Introduction

Political views are the combination of beliefs regarding the economy, the
structure of the state and society. Political views include ideas about how the law and
social morality should be.

The psychologists and neurobiologists of the USA and UK conducted studies to
find connections between a person's political views and the neural processes of their
brain. Darren Schreiber used magnetic resonance imaging to study the brain’s activity
while making important, risky decisions. Schreiber emphasizes that while people with
conservative and liberal leanings made similar decisions, different parts of their brains
showed activity [7].

Studies conducted with monozygotic twins show that there is a partial genetic
predisposition towards some political views. Of course, political beliefs aren’t being
inherited in an obvious way like height, the colour of eyes and hair. Still, there is a basis
to assume that people are born with some predisposition towards different ideologies
[6].

John R. Hibbing and Read Montague studied the inborn predispositions in the
brain. For that purpose they studied people's instinctive reactions towards fear and
disgust provoking visual stimuli. As a result, they found a link between the strength of
the reaction to the corresponding images and the degree of conservatism of the
subjects' views. Hibbing points out that people who are wary of immigration, opponents
of abortion, supporters of more cruel punishment for criminals are much more sensitive
to images that cause disgust [8].

At the moment, it has been discovered that there is a correlation between the
political worldview of people and how they perceive risk, fear or disgust [see 6]. John
Hibbing assumes that subconscious motivators could drive our political views. People
think that their political sets are rational, and when they are hinted that this may be a
predisposition, which they are not fully aware of, people don't want to believe it. For
clarity, Hibbing compares people's ideological tendencies with which hand they prefer to
use. It was believed that being left or right-handed was a habit that could be changed
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for a long time, but today it's known for sure that there is a deep biological
predisposition behind this.

Indeed, the studies of Darren Schreiber, John R. Hibbing and Read Montague
can't be a reason to assume that a person's political views are only affected by genetics.
In reality, political views are mainly formed under the influence of the environment.
Though, we must admit that there are people who never change their views under any
circumstances.

The nature of the political behaviour of young people is largely determined by the
specifics of their attitude to politics, their level of political knowledge, their awareness of
political events and processes, i.e., cognitive political orientations, which are customarily
included in political culture. The cognitive component of the political culture of a young
person is formed both on a passive basis and on an active one. According to L. A.
Lipskaya, political culture passively develops in the process of socialization and actively
forms when a person is independently, consciously and purposefully interested in
political life [2]. The level of political awareness of young citizens can be considered as a
prerequisite for their political activism.

Methods

To research the manifestation and the reasons behind the political activity of the
Armenian youth, a study was conducted using the following varieties of the survey
methods: written survey- questioning and oral group survey - conversation. The
respondents of the study were 100 students from the Armenian State Pedagogical
University. The latter study in the first and second courses for their bachelor degree
and in the second course for their graduate degree. The results were compared to the
results of similar researches done in Russia [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]. The author relied on the
analysis of Yu. R. Vishnevsky, L. A. Lipskaya, V. V. Petukhov and A. V. Ribakov.

Results and discussion

According to the author's poll conducted, 84% of young Armenian students are
interested in politics, and the other 16% are not.

According to research from Russia, 37% of young people are interested in
politics, and 62% don’t show any interest. Despite the lack of interest in politics, the
majority of the younger generation of Russia are confident that their life depends on
politics: 51% consider this dependence strong, 23% consider it weak, and only 15%
believe that their life does not depend on politics at all [4].
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26% of the Armenian youth think that politics heavily influence their lives, 48%
consider that influence weak, and 19% are confident that their life isn't influenced by
politics at all. 7% didn't have an answer.

To the question "Do you watch or listen to programs about politics?" positively
answered 68% of the Armenian youth, 32% responded negatively. Remarkably, 68% of
the youth participate in political discussions too, and 32% don't. It's evident that those
young people who follow political broadcasts using mass media also actively discuss
recent political events.

According to sociological polls, 90% of the Russian youth sometimes listen to or
watch political broadcasts. But according to A. V. Ribakov, interest in politics among
most young people is passive mainly since, having a common understanding of political
events in the country, young people do not seek active participation in political life,
showing civic and political apathy. Young people are more willing to discuss politics
rather than participate in it. Instead of meetings and demonstrations, a significant part
of young people prefers virtual political Internet discussions, politicized talk shows,
which are a kind of entertaining game with a superficial presentation by participants of
their ideological positions that attract a specific part of young people with their
expression of emotions.

This suggests that many young people are characterized by affective political
orientations, which are built on the basis of feelings and emotions caused towards
various political figures [5].

Both Armenian and Russian young people usually assess political events from a
subjective perspective, giving polar assessments to the political events. They often give
these designations "good-bad", "like-dislike", "white — black”, "ours - not ours",
"revolutionary — non revolutionary".

53% of the Armenian youth thinks that they take part in the country's political life,
and only 21% believe they are completely apoliticalized. According to the poll's results,
the main reasons behind the apolitization of young people are: thinking that being
involved in politics is pointless, that politics are constantly changing and unstable, the
unimportance of political life, or simply the existence of other interests in their life.

Yu. R. Vishnevsky thinks that the reasons and motives of apoliticality among the
Russian youth are: uncertainty that personal participation may matter, distrust of
politicians, poor awareness of the political processes, indifference to politics, presence
of other interests, lack of free time [1].

It's evident that the Armenian apoliticalized youth mainly has negative or
indifferent opinions towards politics. The Russian youth distrust politicians and are
uncertain that personal participation can matter.
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The question "Are you ready to take part in political protests?” positively answered
94% of the Armenian youth; moreover, 70% of them are sure that their voice can be
heard in the social-political life of the country.

V. V. Petukhov thinks that some Russian youth do not want political upheavals
and do not encourage violent methods of political activity. Others are sure that one of
the most effective ways to influence the authorities to defend their interests is direct
action: going out into the streets, participating in rallies and demonstrations [3].

Armenian youth are actively motivated by the following political motives (the list
goes from most to least significant).

1.Preserving the integrity and security of the borders of the Motherland;

The requirement of giving a person the sense of self-worth;
The sharp demand for the restoration of human dignity;
The need to restore social justice;

The need to improve the economic situation of the country;

o0 Aw e

The need to solve environmental problems.

By showing a high level of political activity, Armenian students, however, aren’t
always able to clearly articulate their political position and true motives for their attitude
towards a particular political direction or party.

65% of Armenian youth do not have a clear political orientation. Often, the basis
of their political choice is only the personality of the party leader, personal sympathy for
him, and no knowledge of the party’s programmatic orientation.

In the political struggle of young people, there is also a lack of experience in
political culture, which is manifested in the form of contradictory tendencies in the
political culture of young people. On the one hand, young people make fair demands of
civil liberties, and on the other hand, they are often not ready to listen and accept any
dissent and do not tolerate the opposite opinion or approach. In this situation, the
socializing role of educational institutions grows; they should form the ability to conduct
a civilized dialogue among young people.

Conclusions

Summarizing the results of the study, the author can come to some conclusions.

e Most Armenian youths are interested in politics, but few think politics plays a
significant role in their lives. Armenian student youth cannot be considered over-
politicized even when the participation of young people in the political events of Armenia
is crucial.

e Politically active youth are convinced that their demands can be heard in the
public and political life of the country.
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e The following motives condition the political activity of the Armenian youth:
preserving the integrity of the Motherland, restoring the infringed human dignity,
demanding the restoration of social justice, improving the economic situation of the
country.

® Most young people do not have clear political preferences: their attitude is often
conditioned by sympathy for the personality of the party leader rather than knowledge
of party programs.

® Young people's political activity is predominantly affective in nature: their
attitude towards politicians is very emotional, the reasoning and analytical components
are weakly expressed.

e Armenian youth has a subjective attitude to political events and gives opposite
assessments. On the one hand, young people demand freedom of expression in their
political behaviour, but on the other hand, they show intolerance towards dissent.

e School and university education for teenagers and youth should contribute to
developing a culture of conducting a civilized dialogue.
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