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(Proceedings of the London 1985 Achaemenid History Workshop), edited by A.
Kubhrt, H. Sancisi-Weerdenburg. Leiden, 1988, pp. 197-212; Continuity of Empire
(7). Assyria, Media, Persia (History of the Ancient Near East, Monographs — V),
editor-in-chief F. M. Fales. Padova, 2003; C. Tuplin. Medes in Media,
Mesopotamia, and Anatolia: Empire, Hegemony, Domination or Illusion?. —
“Ancient West & East” (Leiden — Boston), 2004, vol. 3/2, pp. 223-251; B. Genito.
The Archaeology of the Median Period: An Outline and a Research Perspective. —
“Iranica Antiqua” (Leiden), 2005, vol. 40, pp. 315-340; S. R azm j o u. In Search
of the Lost Median Art. — fine % whygncd, £9 271-314; J. Curtis. Iron Age Iran
and the Transition to the Achaemenid Period. — Birth of the Persian Empire, vol. I,
edited by V. S. Curtis and S. Stewart. London, 2005, pp. 118-123; M. Waters.
Media and Its Discontents. — “Journal of the American Oriental Society” (Boston),
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Frame, E. Leichty, K. Sonik, J. H. Tigay, S. Tinney. Maryland, 2011, pp. 243-253;
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the European Science Foundation Exploratory Workshop, held in Padova,
November 28th — December 1st, 2007 (History of Ancient Near East, Monographs
— XI), edited by G. B. Lanfranchi, R. Rollinger. Padova, 2010, pp. 63-85;
Uneyuf The Medes of the 7th and 6th c. BCE: A Short-Trerm Empire or Rather
a Short-Term Confederacy?. — Short-Term Empires in World History, edited by R.
Rollinger, J. Degen, M. Gehler. Wiesbaden, 2020, pp. 189-213; D. Stronach.
The Territorial Limits of Ancient Media: an Architectural Perspective. — Stories of
Long Ago: Festschrift fiir Michael D. Roaf (Alter Orient und Altes Testament, Bd.
397), edited by H. Baker, K. Kaniuth and A. Otto. Miinster, 2012, pp. 667—684; W.
Ball. The End of Nishijan. — tine b mbyned, £p 11-23, K. Radner. Assyria and
the Medes. — The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Iran, edited by D. T. Potts. Oxford,
2013, pp. 453-454.

> SK'u, opfinul;, A. K. Grayson, J. Novotny. The Royal Inscriptions of
Sennacherib, King of Assyria (704—681 BC). Part 2 (Royal Inscriptions of the Neo-
Assyrian Period 3/2). Winona Lake, 2014, p. 313 (no. 233, 5b-7).

CKHH XYPHAT

Nuunbwpwlwupmuluwl hwtnbu - 2021 Ne | Heroprko-gomtonoriye



194 GpJwln Anblyywh

i,u,q b [fnid, bjFl Suiyp wnbibip, np wnpbuwdgut Qfiny fupd Em,.ua
lrlllil IZ_[llfbll‘lL . aunpbuuuufl./l.uil l.ll[lglllil Um[ll.lil[lll& 4_[1 qLUﬂ_ﬂLgbl nr l.llilgqulgv
[ibpppl fofrtinc Gyt ypPuilind ppuslpfybph, guigneGubph b mbﬁ'i'['llw
lll.uil /i <<iln[1m[1m[1nl_[JJnl_ilflbl1»~[l [l 4LUJLn gy Il L[l[LUJnLIf 4‘ [ipllpnl_lf 2[1[1
Suuupunfnp $hp Prcp 41"./[3"'.1[3171 funpp Snchimf 4'"""1 Skarbu hunfy, ['f'zﬁ
0[1[lillllll llllll[ﬂLlr 4_ <<[b[(;17 upﬂLllJllll[iI lllil417ll1lllillll wpthLm#nLJ all (m
i llullil[v}

illfl.uil FLHLJ[J[I lﬂllluilJulq q_ﬂLzluqﬂL[JJﬂLililbp[I CHLHLUIZ_[T"IZ ll[llllﬂlllll[llluil"
zﬂL[1 wum&n ll_l[llull{ﬂp lﬂlu&ulp[l #ﬂLplf lL l.uuunluul_[nn uqqﬂLlLuilﬂL[l lr[l
g bfrt vy vmapfr, np "ﬂht Fbmz z‘iw'{we'{by,

® A. M. B a g g. Irrigation in Northern Mesopotamia: Water for the Assyrian
Capitals (12th—7th centuries B. C.). — “Irrigation and Drainage Systems” (Berlin —
Heidelberg), 2000, vol. 14, pp. 303-304, Fig. 2.

7 A. Tamburrino. Water Technology in Ancient Mesopotamia. — Ancient
Water Technologies, Dordrecht — Heidelberg — London — New York, 2010, pp. 36—
38. S&'u I {ufifin. Twl’ Ch. A. Burney. Urartian Irrigation Works. — “Anatolian
Studies” (London), 1972, vol. 22, p. 181; S. Dalley. Water Management in
Assyria from the Ninth to the Seventh Centuries BC. — “ARAM” (Leuven), 2001—
2002, vol. 14, pp. 444-453.

® H. Hun g e r. Astrological Reports to Assyrian Kings (State Archives of
Assyria 8). Helsinki, 1992, p. 56 (no. 96, 1-2).

? A. K. Grayson. The Chronology of the Reign of Ashurbanipal. —
“Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie und Vorderasiatischer Archdologie” (Berlin — New
York), 1980, Bd. 70, S. 234; A. W. Schneider, S. F. Adal1 “No Harvest was
Reaped”: Demographic and Climatic Factors in the Decline of the Neo-Assyrian
Empire.— “Climatic Change”, 2014, vol. 127/3—4: 435; U n . y 1 /i’ Further Evidence
for a “Late Assyrian Dry Phase” in the Near East during the Mid-to-Late Seventh
Century BC?. — “Iraq” (London), vol. 78, pp. 166—-168.

 8k'w S. Parpola. Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian Scholars (State
Archives of Assyria 10). Helsinki, 1993, p. 77 (no. 100, r. 1-2).
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Getreidekursangaben in neuassyrischen Rechtsurkunden. — “Orientalia” NS
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(Roma), 1964, vol. 33/2-3, pp. 260-261; I. Eph “ al. The City Besieged. Siege and
Its Manifestations in the Ancient Near East (Culture and History of the Ancient
Near East 36). Leiden — Boston, 2009, pp. 124-127.

?K.Radner. Hired Labor in the Neo-Assyrian Empire. — Labor in the Ancient
World, edited by P. Steinkeller and M. Hudson. Dresden, 2015, p. 334.

2 1. Eph‘al. The City Besieged. Siege and Its Manifestations in the Ancient Near
East (Culture and History of the Ancient Near East 36), pp. 126—127, n. 34.

" Uwhpwdwuls mb’y S. Ponchia. Neo-Assyrian Corn-Loans: Preliminary
Notes. — “State Archives of Assyria Bulletin” (Helsinki), 1990, vol. 4/1, pp. 39-60.

" G. Galil. The Lower Stratum Families in the Neo-Assyrian Period (Culture

and Hlstory of the Ancient Near East 27). Leiden, 2007, p. 352.
O Uniy mbgnod, £9 346, wy. 33—-34:

"7 Sk'u, oppimly, E. Leichty. The Royal Inscriptions of Esarhaddon, King of
Assyria (680-669 BC) (The Royal Inscriptions of the Neo-Assyrian Period 4).
Winona Lake, Indiana, 2011, pp. 79—-80 (no. 33, Obv.? ii 3).

" Sk’u, oppmly, F. M. Fales, J. N. Postgate. Imperial Administrative
Records. Part II: Provincial and Military Administration (State Archives of Assyria
11). Helsinki, 1995, pp. 122—127 (nos. 201 I: 32, 41-42, 202 II; 16'-17").

19 G. Galil. Lzl{ luz['u', 4‘2 348:
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? Sk'u, oppumly, 1. Eph‘al. Esarhaddon, Egypt, and Shubria: Politics and
Propaganda. — “Journal of Cuneiform Studies” (New Haven), 2005, vol. 57, pp. 99—111.

2 i, T. Dezsd. Subria and the Assyrian Empire. — “Acta Antiqua
Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae” (Budapest), 2006, vol. 46, pp. 35-36.

# ]J-]. Glassner. Mesopotamian Chronicles (Writings from the Ancient
World 19). Atlanta, 2004, pp. 198-201 (no. 16, 1l. 34-35); E. F r a h m. The Neo-
Assyrian Period (ca. 1000-609 BCE). — A Companion to Assyria, edited by E.
Frahm. Malden, MA — Oxford, 2017, p. 186.

#1. Starr. Queries to the Sungod. Divination and Politics in Sargonid Assyria
(State Archives of Assyria 4). Helsinki, 1990, pp. 148—157 (nos. 139-148).

= 4uufl.uulluuuuu['ut.ufuugull1 wmk’'u S. Pa rpo 1 a, K. Watanabe. Neo-
Assyrian Treaties and Loyalty Oaths (State Archives of Assyria 2). Helsinki, 1988,
pp. XXIX-XXXI, 28-59 (nos. 6-7); S. Ponchia. The Neo-Assyrian Adé Protocol
and the Administration of the Empire. — From Source to History: Studies on
Ancient Near Eastern Worlds and Beyond, Dedicated to Giovanni Battista
Lanfranchi on the Occasion of His 65th Birthday on June 23, 2014 (Alter Orient
und Altes Testament 412), edited by S. Gaspa, A. Greco, D. M. Bonacossi, S.
Ponchia, R. Rollinger. Miinster, 2014, pp. 501-525; J. Lauinger. Essarhaddon’s
Succession Treaty at Tell Tayinat: Text and Commentary. — “Journal of Cuneiform
Studies” (New Haven) 2012, vol. 64, pp. 87—123.

# K.Radner. The Trials of Esarhaddon: The Conspiracy of 670 BC. — Assur
und sein Umland. Im Andenken an die ersten Ausgriaber von Assur (Isimu 6), edited
by P. Miglus, J. M. Cordoba. Madrid, 2003, pp. 172-176; E. Frahm. Uyf. w)fu.,
£y 187-188:
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Euphrates Streamflow. — “International Journal of Climatology” (Hoboken, NJ),
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% M. Liverani. The Rise and Fall of Media. — Continuity of Empire (?).
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«KPU3UC VII B. 10 H. 3.» 1 ITPOBJIEMA OBPA30BAHI A
MUINNCKOU JJEP)KABBI

EPBAH/I 'PEKSIH
Pes3wome

Kntouesvie crnosa: muduiickas Oepacasa, Hpanckoe nazopve, Accupus, Ypapmy,
naneocpeoq, KWMAmudeckue UMEHeHUsl, KPU3UC, IMHUYECKUe NePe0sUICEHs,
oenonynayusi.

VII B. 10 H. 3. cUHMTaeTCsS MEPUOAOM OOpa30BaHUSA W MOIBEMa MHIHUCKON
JepKaBel. MeXay TeM MMEHHO B 3TOT MEpHoA Ha APMSIHCKOM Haropbe W Ha
TeppuTOopuE MecormoTaMuu HaOIIOIAIOTCS SKOHOMHYECKUN KPU3UC, TOJIUTH-
YyecKas HeCTaOWILHOCTh, 3ITHUYECCKHE MEPEIABIIKCHISI, YIIaJ0K BOCHHONH MOIIH,
BpaKECKUE HAIICCTBUS U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, paclaj CTaphiX rOCYJapCTBEHHBIX
CTPYKTYp U JETOMYJSAIUsA. DTH SBJICHNA OOBIYHO BCTPEUAIOTCS Ha JApamaTHyec-
KHX dTanax ucTopum npeBHel Ilepennelt A3uu u, Kak MPaBHIO, 00YCIOBICHBI
mpobiieMaMH, BEI3BAHHBIMU KIIMMATHIECKIMH NW3MEHEHUSIMI.

ConocraBieHrne HOBBIX JaHHBIX 110 majeocpesne u knumarty llepenneit Azun
VII B. 10 H. 3. C MUCBMEHHBIMU U apXEOJOTUYECKUMU HCTOUHUKAMHU JAHHOTO
MEepHo/ia MOKA3bIBAET, YTO BBILICYKA3aHHBIC KPU3UCHBIC SIBJICHUS UMEIU MECTO
u Ha Mpanckom Haropwe. CrieoBaTeNbHO, 00pa30BaHNE MUIUICKONW JepXKaBbl
Ha TOM 3Talle, Korjaa UMeeM JIeJI0 C HeOIaronpHusaTHONH OKpY’KaIoIIeH Cpemoi,
Ka)KETCSI BECbMa COMHHUTEIIbHBIM.

Epsano Ipexan — 0. u. H., 6edywuil HAYYHLIL COMPYOHUK OmMOeNd paHHel
apxeonozuu Apmenuu Uncmumyma apxeonoeuu u smuoepaguu HAH PA. Ha-
VuHble UHMEPeCbl. UCTMOPUS U UCTMOPUYECKAs 2e0epaqhusl, COYUaIbHO-IKOHOMU-
yecKkue OMHOUeHUs, OYX08HAS KYIbmypd, apxeono2us u naieocpeda buatinuiu-
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Ypapmy, Opyeux eocyoapcmeennvix o00pazosanuii ApMaHCKO20 Hazopbs U
cmpan OpesHeti Ilepeoneii Asuu. Asmop 2 xonirekmuguwvix mouocpaguil u 80
cmametl. ervandgr@yahoo.com

“THE CRISIS OF THE 7TH CENTURY BC” AND THE PROBLEM
OF FORMATION OF THE MEDIAN EMPIRE

YERVAND GREKYAN
Summary

Key words: Median Empire, Iranian Plateau, Assyria, Urartu, palaecoenvironment,
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The 7th c. BC is considered as the period of formation and rise of the
Median Empire. Meantime, economic crises, political instability, ethnic
migrations, decline in military power, foreign invasions and, eventually,
collapse of ancient state structures and depopulation were observed in the
Armenian Highland and in Mesopotamia in the same period. These phenomena
have usually occurred in the dramatic periods of the history of ancient Near East
and, as a rule, were conditioned by climate change-related problems.

The comparison of the new data on paleoenvironment and climate of the
Near East in the 7th c. BC with the written and archaeological sources of that
period, points out that the crisis phenomena described above have also occurred
in the Iranian Plateau. Accordingly, the formation of the Median Empire in the
period, when we deal with unfavourable environment, seems quite doubtful.
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