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History of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

The Beginnings

1661
Founded as Churfürstliche 
Bibliothek zu Cölln an der 
Spree (Library of the Great 
Elector) in the apothecary wing 
of the Berlin Castle

Historical binding with a portrait of the 
Great Elector

Friedrich Wilhelm I.



The New Reading Rooms Unter den Linden

Former Dome-shaped Reading Room

Inside Views
Around 1920



History

The Second World War

1941
Start of the evacuation of the library 
collections

1944
Destruction of the dome-shaped 

Reading Room caused by an aircraft 
bomb



Site on Unter den Linden
View from above, new reading room in 
the center
Foto: Axel Gerke, cinemadirekt.com

The Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preußischer Kulturbesitz
(Berlin State Library – Prussian Cultural Heritage)

Two Outstanding Historical Monuments

Site on Potsdamer Straße
Foto: Florian Bolk



The New Reading Rooms Unter den Linden

The General Reading Room



The Staatsbibliothek Today

Holdings 

� 11 million printed books

� 18.400 western manuscripts

� 41.000 oriental manuscripts

� 320.000 autographs

� 1.600 legacies (i.a.Lessing, Kleist, Goethe)

� 67.000 music autographs (i.a. Bach, Mozart)

� 400,000 digital items

� 5,200 databases

Acquisitions

� 100,000 volumes per annum

� 26,000 journal subscritptions



The Staatsbibliothek Today

Usage

� 50,000 registered readers  

� 1,7 million loans per annum / 5,000 per day  

� 600,000 database calls per year

Potsdamer Straße
Reading room

Unter den Linden
Reading room



Oriental holdings

�43.000 Manuscripts and block-printings

�40.000 Manuscript-fragments from the Silk-Road (Depositum BBAW)

�180.000 Microfilms of Manuscripts (mainly from Nepal)

�750.000 printed books related to Asia/Africa



43.000 Oriental Manuscripts and block-prints

Among are about:

�11.500 Arabic manuscripts

�2.500 Persian Manuscripts

�3.000 Turkish Manuscripts

�10.000 Manuscripts in Indian languages

�132 Armenian Manuscripts
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From the collection of Petermann – Gospel from Nor Jugha,    

1623 (Signatur Petermann I, 149)



16.10.20
14 |
S. 12

Sharaknots from Argelan, 1497, (Ms or oct 2068)
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Petermann I, 32

(Dorf Shenher, 1657)
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Petermann I, 32

sog. Fliegendes Blatt aus Pergamentfragment
(1657)
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From the Minutoli collection – Gospel, Nor Jugha, 1635 

(Minutoli 272), one of the contribution of the SBB to the World 
Digital Library



Romance of Alexander, Sebastia, 1635 (Ms or oct 805) 
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Healing Gospel from Gori, 1735 (Ms or quart 337) 
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A new acquisition from 2012: An encyclical letter for pilgrims
issued by the Jerusalem patriarcate (1810)

18/28



43.000 Oriental Manuscripts and block-prints

Among are about:

�11.500 Arabic manuscripts

�2.500 Persian Manuscripts

�3.000 Turkish Manuscripts

�10.000 Manuscripts in Indian languages

�2.000 Manuscripts from South-East Asia

�130 Armenian Manuscripts
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Armenian manuscripts
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Adolf von Harnack – theologian and specialist of the Christian 

Orient. Director of the Prussian State Library (1905-1921). 

Founder of the Oriental Department in 1919 



First ever printed Armenian letters: B. v. Breydenbach: 
Peregrinatio in terram sanctam, Mainz 1486 
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L . Thurneysser, Magna Alchymia, Berlin, 1538 Armenian 
texts from Berlins first printing shop
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Müller, Andreas, Alphabeta, Berlin, 1703



First Armenian Book printed in Germany (Leipzig, 1680)
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Yaysmavurk‘, Konstantinopel: Marzvanetsi, 1730
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Patmutyun Hayots des Movses Khorenatsi, Amsterdam:   
Vanandetsi, 1695
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Porträt des Grigor Tatevatsi, des Autors des „Buches der 
Fragen“, Konstantinopel: Astvatsatur, 1729   
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Mechithar-Bibel, Venedig, 1733-35



Harants vark‘ – Nor Jugha, 1641 
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Patmut'iwn mnatsordats… Madras: Shahamirean,
1775 
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Tonatsoyts/Festkalender – Etchmiadzin, 1774
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James Brant, Sketch … of Armenia and Asia Minor, 
London 1836
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Heinrich Kiepert: Spezialkarte des Türkischen 
Armenien,Berlin 1877 38/28
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The „Librairie orientale H. Samuelian“ in Paris, where we bought 

about 800 antiquarian books and periodicals, mainly from 1880 
to 1940              
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Bible in Dačkeren - „Istanbolda 1892“
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Calendars from the Diaspora
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The novel „Paul et Virginie“ von Jacques Henri Bernadin de 

Saint-Pierre in armenian translation, Venice 1860 
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200 to 500 new acquisitions  per year
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Restoration Department of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin 
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Broken wooden board of the „Healing Gospel“ (Ms or quart 
337) 



and its restoration in 2014 
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Restoration of the „Romance of Alexander“ in 2014

51/28



52/28



53/28



Catalogue of the 2006 exhibition on Printing in the Orient
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