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Weitzmann K. Die Byzantinische Buchmalerei des 9 und 10 Jahrhunderts. Berlin,
1935 (reprint: mit Addenda und Appendix). Wien, 1996. Fig. 171. 293, 302.
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Antique reminiscences in the miniatures
of the Gospel of Queen MlIk’e (862)

ZAROUHI HAKOPIAN

(summary)

The illustrated Gospel of MIk'e (Library of the Monastery of San Lazzaro,
No 1144) is the carliest dated Armenian manuscript - 862 A, D, There are cleven
miniatures that decorate the Gospel - 6 canon tables, a miniature of the Ascen-
sion and four portraits of the Evangelists, According to the research there are
many antique and carly Christian reminiscences in the miniatures of the Gospel
that remind early illustrated manuscripts, pavement and sarcophagi. At the same
time, there are many points of contact with the monuments of the Macedonian
and the Carolingian Renaissance. There is no doubt that the miniatures of the
Gospel of MIK'e followed an carly Christian prototype that had been brought to
Armenia from Byzantium at an carlier date. At the same time the stylistic, artis-
tic and iconographic features of the miniatures give reason to suppose that the
manuscript. created by the Armenian craftsmen, had been copied not in Vaspu-
rakan but in the Byzantine (western) part of Armenia and was moved to Vaspu-
rakan later by the order of King Gagik Ardzruni .
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