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The Hagiographic Passages of Stepanos Orbelian’s
“History of the House of Sisakan™

NAIRA TAMAMYAN

(summary)

Some parts of the 13th ¢. historian Stepanos Orbelian’s “History of the
House of Sisakan” concerning the martyrdom of prince Azd, martyrologics of
Giut, Qristosaser, Stepanos Siunetsi (8th ¢.) and Armenian soldiers deceased in
different parts of Vayots Dzor province after the Vardanants war (5th ¢.) were
analyzed both as literary criticism and as source study. The sources influenced
the creation of these narrations were ascertained. The lives and historical marty-
rologies in Orbelian’s History are composed in correspondence with all the rules
of hagiography. They also have some appearances of folklore with peculiar cha-
racteristics: miracle histories, prophetic dreams, visions, legends, that is com-
mon for medieval literature. Orbelian has skillfully developed this sort of litera-
ture. As a truthful historian he has composed the historical martyrologies firstly
being well informed from reliable sources then setting out the stories in accor-
dance with the requirements of medieval literary tradition.



