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fip wlophlljn. nphwmudny: vhphuyhu Puphq quliniyny wygh-
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The Mystery of “Indiana” by Dikran Tchouhadjian

ANNA ASATYRAN
(summary)

One of the greatest mysteries of Dikran Tchouhadjian's life and creative work is the
opera “Indiana™. The libretto is based on a work by the Turkish author, A. Hamid. “The
Indian Lady”, was written by Hovsep Yasytchian.

“Indiana” was the author's debut in the genre of patniotic operas. It stands out
among the other works of the composer due to its unusual history. Unlike his other
operas, “Indiana™ was staged neither during the composer’s lifetime, nor after his death.
Morcover. “Indiana” was ignored by all and was destined to oblivion, Nonetheless. the
opera is one of the best and complete works of the composer.

The opera is in three acts and the libretto was translated into Armenian by the poet
Anahit Poghikyan-Darbinyan.

This paper seeks to pursue the fate of the manuscript of “Indiana” based on archival
materials. Due to the efforts of the Armeman born Turkish composer, pianist, conductor
and stateswoman, Sirvard Garamanoukyan, the opera score and original clavier
manuscripts were housed in the archives of Dikran Tchouhadjian, in the Museum of Ant
and Literature — Yeghishe Charents, in Yerevan, in 1972,

It has been implied that the opera was written in the mid 1870's instead of the
formerly suggested 1890s. The study of the author’s manuscripts of “Indiana” has
allowed us to distinguish the main peculiarities of the opera in terms of its performance,
style and musical language.
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