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The Late Mediaeval Church Music of the Venetian School
According to Rev. Father Ghevond Tayean's Recorded Sharaknots

Part B.

ARPI VARDUMYAN

(summary)

In the first part of this article it was mentioned that among the volumes of Rev.
Father Ghevond Tayean's Recorded Sharaknots, the 4-th was published first. It includes
the sharakans sung at the Armenian Church ceremonies on Passion Week. The most
important of them are the Passion Friday Hymn (in 3-rd mode), Fathers (in 5-th mode)
and Ascension (in 7-th mode Steghi), that are dedicated to Jesus Christ's Betrayal, Insult
and Crucifixion. Those are the most ancient Armenian sharakans, which are traditionally
ascribed to St. Sahak Partev's pen, a Catholicos of the 5-th century. The musical
components of those spiritual songs have been edited several times during the Middle
Ages, especially by the Catholicos of the 12-th century, talented composer St. Nerses
Shnorhali. And F. Ghevond Tayean has represented other versions of those 3 sharakans
melodies in his Recorded Sharaknots, the author of which was the famous creator of the
New Armenian Notation and musicologist Hambardzoum Limonjyan. They are monu-
mental - decorative styled grave songs with rich and impressive elements of late me-
diaeval tagh art.

Thus, above-mentioned sharakans of the 4-th of Ghevond Tayean's multi volume
Recorded Sharaknots witness the remarkable composer’s talent of their author Ham-
bardzoum Limonjyan. The notation of those songs in the Sharaknots of Venetian Me-
khitarian Congregation gives them more volume, and they make a sterling bridge
between 5-th and 19-th centuries Church music tradition.



