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Alexander Poushkin’s poem “Tazit”
and an analyze of its fragment concerning to Armenians

GRIGOR BROUTIAN
(summary)

* In Alexander Poushkin’s poem “Tazit” there is a phrase: “You are coward, you are
slave, you are Armenian™. On the basis of this fragment a very long time exists an
opinion that Poushkin hated Armenians. Although Poushkin’s poem “Tazit” is
unfinished, the analyze of the existing parts of this poem and its rough copies allows us
to prove that the above cited words in this poem mean that Poushkin knows Armenians
as a nation with the highest Christian virtues. The fact is, that in the poem by these words
a Chechen man is performing his relation to his son (Tazit) who had done three
unforgivable mistakes (or even crimes). Analyzing these “crimes” we see that in all three
cases Tazit had performed the highest Christian virtues. First he met an Armenian
merchant who was traveling with his baggage without any guard. Instead of attacking
and robbing and killing the merchant Tazit let him go with peace. This his father
understands as a performance of fear. The second time Tazit somewhere on a hill met
their slave who had escaped. Instead of holding him and taking back Tazit allows him to
go. For Tazit’s father this is a sign of being slavish. The third-the most unforgivable act
of Tazit was that he met their family enemy- the murderer of his brother, and instead of
killing him he let him go also. As an explanation for such “strange” action Tazit tolled
his father that the murderer was alone, wounded and unarmed. This time the old Chechen
man could not find any other explanation for his son’s action than to consider his son is a
man with the moral of an Armenian. So he refused to own his son as a Chechen man and
named Tazit an Armenia, and here he pronounced the words cited above. So the analyze
of the existing part of the poem show that at least in this poem Poushkin has used the
name of Armenian as an equivalent of a man with the highest Christian virtues, and all
the accusations to his address as a man who hated the Armenian nation on the basis of

these words are unfounded.
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