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One Museum Exhibit — One Document-Book...
and Pages Newly Brought to Light...

KARINE AVAGIAN’

(summary)

The article introduces an exhibit-relic which found shelter at the State History
Museum of Armenia in 1965. These are worry-beads on the 99 cylindrical and
proportionate pieces of which are engraved the surnames or names of 103 Armenian
exiles. On the 55" and 86" beads are engraved Levon-2, and Ohnikeans-4. It is found out
that there were 2 exiles by name Levon, and 4 members of Ohnikean family - father and
3 sons. On the initial disproportionate bead is carved the following:

“ Changhri 1915,

April 11,

Keepsake”.

Then Varderes (Atanasian), whose name is on the 71* bead, passed to future a
unique certificate about the arrests in Constantinople on the first undisguised day of the
Armenian Genocide (April 11/24, old and new styles), about the exile of the Armenian
intellectuals and celebrities to Changhri. As a result of a thorough study of the mysterious
contents of the relic, in 2002 a document-book was accomplished: “Memory- Relic of
Genocide or Those Who Suffered and Were Martyred for the Sake of the Cross”. Then
the continuous searches and new responses became the subject of two other articles:

1.”A museum exhibit - the speechless and the most speaking witness: the search is
going on at the dictation of the responses..."

2." A museum exhibit - a new page in History”.

This third article contains the photos of the response- letters of Aray Karmirian,
who was the immediate friend of the children of survived exiles of Changhri Vahan
Altounian (his name is on the 15" bead), and Karapet Tashtjian (his name is on the 60"
bead). There are also three series of newly discovered photos.

The search is going on...

" Leading scientific worker at the State History Museum of Armenia



