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Dikran Choukhadjian — Il Verdi Armeno

(summary)
ANNA ASATRYAN

The Italians have named the Armenian opera founder, composer, conductor, pianist,
educator and public figure Dikran Choukhadjian, Il Verdi Armeno”. After the death of
the composer, the article “Armenian Verdi” was published in “Bazmavep™ (1899), and in
1909 an article by Riccardo Torreni entitled “Il Verdi Armeno” was published in a Polish
paper.

The above-mentioned article draws some parallels between Verdi's and
Choukhadjian’s life and creation. Both Verdi and Choukhadjian have not been accepted
to the Conservatory of Milan and never had the chance to get the higher music education.
They were just attended some private classes. being self-taught in opera. Opera has
always been the main interest of the both composers, and their creative activity was
crowned in 1893 with “Falstaf” by 80 year-old Verdi and “Zemireh™ by 56 year-old
Choukhadjian. g

Neither before, nor after Verdi, Italy has never had such a miraculous composer
gifted with the same intelligence and creativity in the field of opera compostion. On the
other hand, Choukhadjian has given a special importance to the Armenian music, having
assisted to its development for a whole century.

Both Verdi and Choukhadjian have made huge deposits to the opera genre. The
main attempt of this article is to reveal Choukhadjian’s value and importance through his
opera “Arshag II". In the final scene of the third act, which takes place in a graveyard
where ghosts approach to Arshag, Choukhadjian has created a modulating sequence,
where the tonalities follow each other in a cross-like range: g - as - f- g And the
chromatic descending range of chords, always attached to the part of one of the opera
heroes, creates the pressentiment of his death in the next act.



