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Italy and Ayvaszovsky’s Art

GAREGIN KOTANIJIAN

(summary)

The most important artistic and creative formation of Hovhannes Ayvaszovsky's art
is traced in his articles written during his first visit to Italy from 1840 to 1843, after his
graduation from St. Petersburg’s Academy of Fine Arts. During this period, his creative
work was distinguished in two different ways; first through the formation of his artistic
mecthod (where he depended on his memory and imagination) and second the themes
used in his work (romantic-dramatic and romantic-lyric trend of his creation). Both
concepts of his art remained invariable during his long and productive creative work.

Besides, there are three foremost facets distinguished in the article, which in our
opinion had great impact on the molding of young Ayvaszovsky's artistic individuality.
First, the cultural heritage of Italy, which from the days of the Roman Empire had
accumulated a huge number of outstanding masterpieces from various stages of the Art
History. As it is known, thesc rich master pieces tumed Italy into an open sky museum,
that attracted many generations of painters and sculptors from all over Europe, serving as
a school, where they could not only become acquainted with the works of art, but also
study them by copying.

Secondly, the generous nature of Italy with its southern and bright sun, colorful
contrasts and richness, had lefi their reflection in the heart of the young artist, reminding
him of his home town Feodosia.

And third is the spiritual atmosphere, which eventually molded the outstanding
characteristics of his personality and world outlook.

Here two dccisive moments should be mentioned. During his study at St.
Petersburg’s Academy of Fine Arts, Ayvaszovsky got acquainted and kept close relations
with some prominent cultural workers, whose advanced ideas left great influence on him.
This relation continued during his stay in Italy, where he made intimate friendship with
the well-known Russian writer of genius N. Gogol and the brilliant Russian painter A.
Ivanov. These relations supported young Ayvaszovsky in his spiritual exploration.

Beside this important factor there is another no less significant aspect, which
determined Ayvaszovsky's spiritual image till the end of his life. This was the close
relation with the brotherhood of Mekhitarian Congregation, who not only helped
Ayvaszovsky get acquainted with the spiritual and cultural heritage of his nation, but also
assisted him to become conscious of his national identity. The latter finally formed
Ayvaszovsky's character.



